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ABSOLUTELY HIGHEST PRICES paid for rare Illinois cardboards and 
other Illinois tax tokens I need. Rich Hartzog, P.0. Box 4143 
Rockford, IL 61110, 1-815-226-0771. 

WANTED: Any patterns of MO or OK sales tax tokens. M. E. Hartkopf, 

Rt. 3, Box 99, Jenkins, MO 65605. 

WANTED: Depression scrip from Merced County, CA. Also any tokens, 

other exonumia, etc. J. C. Hoffman, P.0. Box 723, Merced, CA 85341. 

New Mexico Chits #10 (Schimmel -5) VF; #6 (-3) UNC; #7 (-4) UNC. 

Sell or trade for tox tokens I need. Write offer. Tim White, 

1607 W. Moore, Blue Springs, MO 64015-4143. 

WANTED: Missouri cardboard tokens with store stamps or political 

statements. Tom Severn, 2813 Osborn Rd., Topeka, KS 66614. 

WANTED: Paper sales tax items from Canada, North Carolina, West 

Virginia, Illinois, Washington, etc.; anti-sales tax items; food 
stamp change tokens; and ration material of any type from any 
country. Michael R. Florer, 5201 Bluff Road, Lincoln, NE 68514. 








NEED the following tokens in choice UNC: Schimmel No. AL-14, 
AL-5, AL-7a, IL-2, LA-3, MO-5, OK-5, OK-13, WA-6a. Write 
Brian Smith, R1, Jefferson City, MO 65109. 

WANTED: Montgomery County, Illinois, tax tokens, and any item 

marked Witt, Illinois or Burlington, Iowa. Send description 
and price. L. Andries, Jr., Box 624, Witt, IL 62094. 

WANTED: watch fobs, with coins or tokens encased, also any fobs 

depicting a ship. Send full description, rubbing and price. All 
letters answered and postage cheerfully refunded. Larry Freeman, 
6500 Ely Vista Drive, Parma, OH 44129-6149. 

WANTED: Illinois provisionals for my personal collection: 

Astoria, Casey, Depue, El Paso, Ladd, Monmouth, Rossville, Rush- 
ville, Virginia, Witt Co., Wyoming. Ken Hallenbeck, 619 No. 
Nevada Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903. 


WANTED: ( Chits numbers) IL 83, 93; IN 1, 2; KY 17; NE 3, 4; OK 11, 12, 
16. Also want transportation, prison and race track admission tokens. 
Bob Kelley, 2689 Cliff Road, North Bend, OH 45052. 

TRADE: I am interested in trading some of my better sales tax 

tokens for trade tokens. My particular interest is TX, MS, AR, 
and LA, but I'd consider other states. Glyn V. Farber, 1618 15th St., 
Lake Charles, LA 70601. 


FOR SALE: American 
September 20, 1972. 
4130 Griffing Drive 


Commemorative panels in 
Reasonable. Make an o 
Port Arthur, TX 77642. 


binders beginning 
ficer. Wro. H, McNeil. 


WANTED: Watch fobs with coins or tokens encased; also any depicting 

a ship. Send full description and a rubbing with price. All mail 
answered with postage cheerfully refunded. Larry Freeman, 6500 
Ely Vista Drive, Parma, OH 44129-6149 


SELLING out collection. 55 different provisional and 103 state 
tax tokens including NM-7 (#12). Make offer or write for list. 
Joe Bidwell, 115 Craigway NE, Minneapolis, MN 55432. 


THIS IS YOUR LAST 
ISSUE 

IF YOU HAVE NOT 
RENEWED 


Send in your renewal today! It's $5.00 for the year, $100.00 
for Life. MAKE OUT THE CHECK TO TIM DAVENPORT . Mail it to 
Tim Davenport, 7512 NE Bothell Way #127, Bothell, WA 98011. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT 


As most of us must be aware by now, we are inching along on 
development of a new catalog. I am still anticipating that we may 
have it completed sometime toward the end of 1990. ("Completed" 
means printed and available for purchase.) However, considering 
that all of us must do this in between working for a living and 
other useful activities, it doesn't go very quickly. In any event, 
we are well aware that it is very difficult for most of you to make 
much sense out of the Chits numbers we use. We can use Schimmel's 
numbers for some of the tokens, but there are just too many local 
tokens that are not in Schimmel's catalog. So that you may have 
something to work with in the interim, I've begun to make some "lists' 
that may help. There are no pictures. The descriptive information 
on some of the varieties isn't very helpful. In fact, if you review 
the newsletters since 1977, you'll find a great deal of new and 
corrected information. Nonetheless, I hope that these lists will 
give you some assistance if you don't have a copy of Chits. I'm 
sending along with this issue the lists I've been able to compile so 
far. I'll hope to send some more with the next several issues. I 
did them rather hurriedly and haven't had a chance to proofread, so 
there are probably some errors and typos. 

. . . . The Editor 


For those members who may be interested in buying and selling 
through dealers, here are the four that are known to handle sales 
tax tokens, among other things. There may be others. If so, the 
editor would appreciate some information about them so that we can 


get on their sales lists. 

Stephen P. Alpert 

P.0. Box 66331 

Los Angeles, CA 90066 

Jerry F. Schimmel 

P.O. Box 40888 

San Francisco, CA 94140 


Charles E. Kirtley 

P.O. Box 2273 

Elizabeth City, NC 27909 

Tom Wall 
P.O. Box 1242 
Independence, MO 64051 


Education ii, a wondex&ul thing. A{)tex ait, i ^ you couldn't Aign youx 
ncunz, you'd have, to pay caAh. 



Prices Realized 


Kirtley's Mail Bid Sale 41, closing October 11, 1988: 


1463. IL *17 . MERCHANTS/ ^t/CASEY, CQ 

ILL. RD, BR. ) * 

1464. IL *80 . RETAIL/RUSHVILLE/MER- 0 50 

CHANTS, . RD, BR. 

1465. IL #93 . REDEEMABLE AT WITT MER- 4 QO 
CHANTS ASSN. %. RD, AL. 

1466. TX #3. VOTE/FOR/STANFORD/SMITH/ 3.50 
STATE REP./3. RD, AL. 

1467. NE #1 . OMAHA CHAMBER/OF COMMERCE/ 3.10 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA... RWB printing on 

round cardboard. 

1468. NE #3 . WE/DON'T USE/FUNNY MONEY/ 3.10 
IN/NEBRASKA. RD, NI. 

1469. SM-I . SIMPLICITY TAX./WRITE YOUR 4.15 
CONGRESSMAN/AND RECOMMEND/THE 1% 
SIMPLICITY TAX./NATIONAL COUNCIL/ 

OF TRAVELING SALESMEN'S/ASSOCIA¬ 
TIONS/AMERICA. 1%. RD. BR. 

1470. P-JB-3 ■ JERRY (SALES TAX TOKENUT) 1.00 
BATES/*/ONE/MILL/* . 1%. Rd. BR. 

1471. P-MSP-1 ■ MICHAEL AND SANDRA/ 1.00 

PFEFFERKORN/EXONUMISTS/NUMISMA- 
TISTS/P. O. BOX 2629/ST. LOUIS, 

MO. 63111. RD. AL, 

1472. P-MSP-2. Same as previous lot 1.00 

except Brass. 

1473. D^2. CHICAGO WORLDS FAIR/SOU- 5 07 

VENIR/lf10/CENT/W.M.F. DUNHAM. 

RD. BR. 

1474. P-JS-5a. NO VALUE/IN SALES TAX/ 2.00 
1-5 CENT/JERRY F./SCHIMMEL/SAN 
FRANCISCO. 1974/(elephant right)/ 

IS HIS FACE RED. Card of 10, red 
printing. 

1475. WA #34 . EMERGENCY TAX TOKEN/ 2.00 

Rf DEEMABLE BY STORES FOR/ONE SALES 

TAX TOKEN/CATHLAMET COMMERCIAL CLUB. 

Black lettering on white cardboard. 

RFC. 


1476. WA #4 2b . EMERGENCY SALES TAX/ 
GOOD FOR ONE/TOKEN/AT COLFAX, 

WASH./COLFAX RETAIL TRADE BUREAU. 
Black lettering on green cardboard. 
Rf C. 

1477. WA #50 . EMERGENCY TOKEN/RE- 
DfEMABLE BY SPKANE STORES FOR/ 

3% SALES TAX TOKEN/TO AUGUST 1, 

1941/SPOKANE RETAIL TRADE/BUREAU. 
Black lettering on white card¬ 
board. REC. 


1478. WA #51 . EMERGENCY TA* TOKEN/ 
ONE-FIFTH CENT/REDEEMABLE ON DE¬ 
MAND BY/STEVENSON C. OF C. AND/ 

BANK OF STEVENSON/FOURTH OF JULY 
CELEBRATION/STEVENSON, WASH. Black 
lettering on orange cardboard. REC. 

1479. WA #72 . THIS RECEIPT IS EXCHANGE¬ 
ABLE FOR ONE/WASHINGTON STATE SALES 
TAX TOKEN BY/MECCA::5 POINT/CAFES/ 
UPON PRESENTATION ON OR BEFORE 
AUGUST/1, 1935. Black and red let¬ 
tering on green cardboard. REC. 

1480. WA #77 . VALUE 1/5 CENT/REDEEM¬ 
ABLE BY/RAINIER PACKING CO./ON 

OR BEFORE JULY 1st, 1935. Black 
lettering on pink cardboard. REC. 

WA *77 

1481. R HODE ' S DEPARTMENT STORE/WILL 
REDEEM THIS FOR/1 SALES TAX TOKEN/ 

ON OR BEFORE JULY 1, 1935. Green 
printing on white cardboard. REC. 

1482. CA *17 . WHITE LOG TAVERNS. 

TO OUR CUSTOMERS:/WE NO NOT WANT 
TO RAISE OUR PRICES OR REDUCE THE' 
QUALITY OF OUR PRODUCTS IN ORDER/ 

TO INCLUDE THE SALES TAX... Black 
lettering on buff cardboard. REC. 

1483. CA #18 . WARBOY'S/^MILL. Card of 
10. Black lettering on white card¬ 
board . 

1484. CA *20 . WARBOY'S/1 MILL. Card 
of 10. Black lettering on white 
cardboard . 

1485. CA *23 . WARBOY 1 S/^MILL. Black 
lettering on orange cardboard. 

Card of 10. 

1486. CA #24 . WARBOY'S/1 MILL. Card 
of 10. Black lettering on orange 

cardboard. 

1487. CA *26 . WARBOY’S 1MILL/ Black 
lettering on orange cardboard. 

Card of 10. 

1488. CA *27 . WARBOY'S/l MILL. Card 
of 10. Black lettering on orange 
cardboard. 

1489. French 1 Franc Tax Exemption 
Certificate (B^stamps) from WW I - 
exempted U.S. soldiers from local 
taxes. Black lettering on paper. 


$ 1.00 


3.00 


3.35 


4.10 

3.00 

1.10 
1.10 
1.10 

1.10 

1.00 

1.00 


Schimmel's Mail Bid List #17, closing September 10, 1988 


Sales Tax Tokens 

71. Good For The Tax On Tha 
Coin-A-Rama Medal 1964 Dottie Dow 
Phoenix Az etc oval Wht mtl 30>:19 
EF + (*20) 

72. IL Provisionals: 18 mixed, 9 
diff 8 towns, 1 state F-VF <*15> 

73. NM-5<#10> New Mexico error 

"on 5c” cop VF luster <*10) 


$24. 

15. 

11 . 


74. Cathlaaet Commercial Club 

(WA#34,35,3fa,37) set of 4 crisp 
Lines (*12> 

75. Centralia Pioneer Days 

(WA43B.39) 2 crisp uncs (*9) 

76. Colfax Retail Trade Bur. 

<WA#42a,42b) 2 crisp uncs lg & 
sml 1t r s (*9) 

77. HERA One Cent Milk Token lc 

A1 23 EF (S5> 

* * • 


$18. 

11 . 

11 . 
4. 



New Finds 


5 


TEXAS 


Glyn Farber, one of the founding members (F-15, Lake Charles, 
LA) sent up the following rubbing. He writes: 

"Enclosed is a rub of an encased cent from Rockwall, Texas. 

Or so I was told by my brother-in-law. He said Rockwall 
was or is near Dallas. I’ve never seen this piece before. 

It should go in the new catalog under anti-sales tax tokens." 



WASHINGTON 

In Newsletter 55, page 5 (October - December 1986), illustrations 
were provided for several Tenino "replicas." The first one shown was 
for the First Annual Wooden Money Show of the Tenino Wooden Money 
Society, August 15, 1976. Les Albright (R-188, Seattle, WA) recently 
provided xerox pictures of four other replicas from that show. They 
are reproduced below. In addition, Les provided a xerox of a specimen 
card from the Second Annual Show, September 25, 1977. It is reproduced 
below. As you can see, it includes the six organizations which 
apparently had something to do with sponsorship of the show. Note that, 
as compared to the 1976 show, Liberty Market has dropped out but 
Skookumchuck Coins and South County Realty have been added. 

The replicas from the first show are green printing; the specimen 
is black printing. 


REDEEMABLE 

Ear Saba Tu 

*•» c« 


REDEEMABLE 

Far Saba Tu 

!-• Cut 


REDEEMABLE 

Far Mb* Tu . 

14 Cut 

.. 

REDEEMABLE 

Far Saba Tu 

14 Cut 

Roger's p>h.u»r A 

Foraltara 

TENINO, WASH. 


TW T«Jm Tb liuinl 
AH A ZIUmt Drulby 
TENINO, WASH. 

< 

HEDDEN’S PHARMACY 
TENINO, WASH. 


LIBERTY MARKET 

TENINO, WASH. 

•r.AA-.-J-nr-' '• •-—. 
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Letters and Such 

c^ e fl ?f V K d ’ bU i : 1 5 aVe l0St Kansas token research materials. They 

£hpn replaca f, in time " Tom is living elsewhere until June, 7 

when his house will be rebuilt. 

. bn ^ an Y ar y 12, Les Albright showed some of his tokens at a 
meeting of the University Coin Club, giving a brief talk on the 
history of Washington tax tokens. Good deal!! If you belong to 

° f C °u n ° r b ? bby club > kee P in mind that most people now 
don t have much recollection, if any, of the use of such tokens. 

further they were not m widespread use as compared to many other 
m so tokens. So as a matter of curiosity the members of your 
organization might appreciate a short "show and tell" by you. 

TAMS Journal, February 1989, includes on page 20 a very 
good note about our July - September 1988 newsletter, together 
with other information about ATTS. Many thanks, again! 

„ , a r< T cent letter, Larry Freeman writes that he is "getting 

ready to retire and at that point I am going to have one of the 
largest garage_sales every^ At age 63 a fella can really accumu- 
Af pr T ! ° f junk in a lifetime, especially if he is a collector. 
After I slow down I 11 send copies of all the OH stamps punch 
cards, stamp holders and whatever." . ^ P 


It -u a well-known h act that a c.at wilt always land on It* ^eeX. It li 
alio welt-known that baead wwlt alwayi land with the butted ilde down. Question 
y° u ^itd a phc.e o{, btead with the butter ilde up, on the back oh a cat, and 
th>lew the two up In the ah, which Aide would land down? 



Three Weeks in May: 

local histories of the Washington 
emergency STTS (part one) 

by Tim Davenport 
(ATTS R-232) 

The first American sales tax tokens were the series of 
local issues put out by merchants and communities in Illinois 
in 1933. This fact is widely known by tax token collectors. 
What is less clear, however, is that the first state-issued 
sales tax tokens were not those of Illinois--or neighboring 
Missouri—but rather those of Washington state. Recognizing 
this makes Washington's token emergency of May 1935 comprehen¬ 
sible: state authorities were unable to utilize the experience 
of other states in estimating token demand, unable to turn to 
an established tax token manufacturer for production, unable 
even to produce stocks of tokens in confidence that they would 
not be prohibited by federal injunction. Washington's severe 
token shortage seems, in retrospect, a highly probable outcome 
of these specific conditions. 

A lack of time was not the sole cause of the state's 
token production difficulties, as Washington tax officials had 
over a month to prepare tokens for circulation for their May 
Day debut, legislation having been passed on March 25. Finding 
a manufacturer competent to produce large quantities of tokens 
by this deadline seems to have been the chief problem. An 
initial order was placed for two million tokens with a one 
million piece back-up order with a Seattle firm, the Metal 
Products Manufacturing Co.^ Unfortunately, this company was 
only able to deliver 600,000 tokens by the statutory May 1 
start-up date, a quantity grossly inadequate for the commercial 
needs of the state.2 The ongoing acrimony between state offi¬ 
cials and federal authorities over token legality, not settled 
until early August, could hardly have been conducive for large 
investment in token stocks as well. 

In any event, on May 1, 1935 the new 2% sales tax went 
into effect without adequate amounts of the "tax scrip or tax 
tokens" called for by law. Merchants were faced with the 
problem of collecting this tax on small purchases without firm 
guidelines from Olympia. Businesses and communities were thus 
forced by circumstances to make shift. A review of the news¬ 
papers published in this period provides a good feel for how 
this crisis was handled. 

SPOKANE 


Spokane, the largest city in Eastern Washington with about 
120,000 inhabitants, was one of the first locales to issue 
emergency sales tax token scrip during the token shortage of 
May 1935. On April 30, it became clear that the state would be 
unable to supply a sufficient quantity of sales tax tokens prior 
to the start of the 2% tax the next day. As merchants remained 
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responsible for the collection of- this tax, tokens or no tokens, 
the businessmen sprung into action. The Spokane Retail Trade 
Bureau, a division of the local Chamber of Commerce, met and 

voted to have 200,000 "token 
cards" printed, to be distrib¬ 
uted to local merchants in 
bundles of 500 at their face 
value of $1. Spokane printers 
worked all night in order to 
have these tokens available 
for distribution at the opening 
of business on May 1.^ The 
Chamber of Commerce absorbed 
the bill for the production of 
these tokens as a service to 

its members and was greeted at 9 a.m. with a long line of eager 
merchants. The original order of 200,000 was quickly doubled in 
response to heavy demand either during the night or in the early 
morning hours. By 10 a.m., the entire supply of 400,000 had been 
depleted. Another order was placed, this time for 100,000 tokens. 
These pieces were put into circulation the next day. 

According to contemporary news accounts, most Spokane firms 
initially used a separate cigar box or a drawer in their till 
to deposit tokens and pennies tendered in trade. Cashiers had 
trouble handling the cardboard rectangles and looked forward to 
the transition to the state's official aluminum tokens as soon 
as possible.^ It soon became clear, however, that a few of the 
city's largest merchants had bought up most of the available 
token supply in anticipation of shortages ahead and an outcry 
was raised for more tokens.^ By May 7, a total of 750,000 tokens 
had been put into circulation. Richard Dunning, secretary of the 
Retail Trade Bureau, expressed the hope that the Chamber would 
"not have to give the printers another rush order for more emer- 
gnecy tokens." A call was made for the return of tokens already 
issued to circulation.7 

By May 10, another 50,000 Spokane tokens had been put into 
circulation and production was completed--800,000 tokens in all. 
Four days later, the state began to issue its own emergency card¬ 
board scrip and the sales tax token shortage was rapidly solved. 

The local newspaper noted on May 16 that a campaign had been 
orchestrated to put the blank reverse of the Spokane tokens to 
use against Democratic Governor Clarence D. Martin. Slogans were 
handwritten on the reverse, a few of which included: 

"Martin's Monkey Money" 

"Hello sucker, I voted for Martin too" 

"You voted for Martin. Now suffer." 

"Sock Martin in 1936" 

"Another vote against Martin" 

None of these political graffitos are known by collectors 
to exist at this time.9 

The Chamber of Commerce had hoped to withdraw its scrip 
from circulation by the first of June, but was unable to meet 
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this deadline due to inadequate stocks of state tokens. Final 
redemption was postponed from the June 1 date printed on the 
tokens until July 15. 10 As this deadline approached for the 
redemption of tokens, great quantities of scrip was returned by 
local merchants to the Retail Trade Bureau. On July 11, 1935 
a block of 705,000 of these tokens was burned. 11 It is unknown 
how many of the outstanding 95,000 tokens were cashed in and 
destroyed over the next few days. 

KELSO 


BKeiY**C7 Tax Tokens 


on® 
before 


A mill town of 6500 in Southwestern Washington, Kelso was 
and is separated from neighboring Longview by the Cowlitz River. 
Its blue scrip tokens, not surprisingly, closely resemble the 
oranae and green issues of its sister city. 

Kelso's plans to manufacture 

__ emergency sales tax tokens were 

announced at a May 7, 1935 
meeting of the Kelso Chamber of 
Commerce. It was stated that 
tokens would be distributed 
through the office of the Sec¬ 
retary of the Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. The tokens were to be 
sold in bundles of 500 for 
their face value of $1 and would 
be redeemable by the Chamber of Commerce on July 1.12 No details 
were published in the local paper about the actual date or 
quantity of tokens manufactured or of details of their redemption. 
Judging by their scarcity a half century after the fact, this 
tokens production could not have been large . 


RwU*m&bl* br rtoraa for 
Hlu t*s tokui on or bi 
July 1, 1M* 


Kelts ClitfflMr rf Commerce 4 


EDMONDS 

According to a May 3 news account, a number of different 
plans were adopted by merchants in Edmonds, a town about ten miles 
north of Seattle on Puget Sound. "Some charge one cent tax on 
purchases from 5 to 54 cents; others make no charge on purchases 
under 15 cents, while some, where sales are mostly in small 
amounts, have made slips of paper as substitutes for tokens," 
the local newspaper said.12 Five 
different types of emergency tokens 
produced by Edmonds merchants have 
surfaced to date, ranging in quality 
from an extremely crude segment of 
a business card with l/5t hand¬ 
written to the more professional 
scrip of the Chandler-Swanson Drug 
Co., shown to the right. 

The token shortage continued 

in Edmonds well beyond the two week period projected by State 
officials. Tax authorities in Olympia promised scrip for May 16 
delivery to Edmonds, but they did not arrive. The actual date 
when supply caught up with demand in the town remains unknown, 
no tax tokens were issued for general use in the community by 
merchants' associations is clear, however. 





HOQUIAM 


A coastal town of about 12,000 people in 1935, Hoquiam is 
located on Gray's Harbor, just down the road from Aberdeen. 
According to George Magee's November 1936 catalog, "a token 
made from woodpulp" was reported as being issued in Hoquiam.- 1 - 5 
Unfortunately for collectors, examination of the local paper, 
the Hoquiam Washingtonian , seems to indicate that no such token 
was issued. The flavor of the times can be captured from 
contemporary news accounts, however. 

It seems that Hoquiam's initial allotment of tokens from 
the state was only 1500 pieces, or roughly 1/10 token per 
capita. Even though these tokens were rationed out by the Bank 
of Hoquiam in lots of 25, the supply was exhausted within a few 
hours. It was stated in the local paper that merchants would 
have to collect tax in pennies until the token supply caught up 
with demand.Most local retailers immediately switched to a 
bracket system disregarding tax on sales of 244 or less, the 
paper reported. 7 

One young wit, a 12 year old named Bobby Trager, made the 
front page of the Hoquiam Washingtonian with his puppy. Born 
on May 1, Bobby named his new puppy "Token." His mother having 
called the puppy a "nuisance" made the name all the more 
appropriate, Bobby said. 

Additional tokens arrived in Hoquiam from the state on 
May 8 and May 10, 2,000 pieces in each batch. These tokens, too, 
were rationed out in lots of 25 pieces. 8 Although the state 
announced that it would issue emergency scrip to meet the 
shortage of metal tax tokens, it was not until May 22 that the 
local press declared the token shortage in Hoquiam to be at an 
end. 19 


FOOTNOTES 

1. Seattle Daily-Times , May 1, 1935, page 1. 

2. Hoquiam Washingtonian , May 2, 1935, page 1. 

3. Spokane Spokesman-Review , May 1, 1935, page 1. 

4. Ibid., May 2, page 1. 5. Ibid. 6. Ibid. , May 3, page 9. 

7. Ibid. , May 7, page 6. 8. Ibid. , May 10, page 7. 

9. Ibid. , May 16, page 1. 10. Ibid. , June 7, page 13. 

11. Ibid. , July 13, page 6. 

12. Kelso Daily Kelsonian , May 7, 1935, page 1. 

13. Edmonds Tribune-Review , May 3, 1935, page 1. 

14. Ibid. , May 17, page 1. 

15. George Magee, Jr., Specialized Catalogue of U.S. Sales Tax 
Tokens (November 1936 edition). Reprinted in ATTS Historic 
Collection: Historic Catalogs and List s, November 1987. Pg. 1 

16. Hoquiam Washingtonian , May 1, 1935, page 1. 

17. Ibid. , May 2, page 5. 18. Ibid. , May 11, page 5. 

19. Ibid. , May 22, page 5. 


To Be Continued... 





Canadian Sales Tax Tickets: I 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 


In Newsletter Vol. 2 No. 3&4, July - October 1972, a photo 
preview was provided of several families of Canadian revenue receipt 
stamps. They were considered by Jerry Bates to be sales tax "tokens" 
or "tickets" and therefore of general interest to collectors of such 
pieces. That same article was reprinted in Newsletter 53, April - 
June 1986, for members who might not have the older newsletter. 


As far as I can determine, some of the information about these 
tickets was first published in an article by E. Richardson in BNA 
Topics , July - August 1963. Richardson had written two previous 
articles on amusement tax tickets of Canada, and this third article 
provided a listing of Sales Tax Receipt Tickets (Richardson's term.) 
This same article by Richardson was reprinted in the Canadian Revenue 
Society Newsletter , January 1977, and The American Revenuer , April 
1978 . However, as noted above, it lists only one family of the 
tickets that Jerry Bates had reported in our Newsletter. The remain¬ 
der of this article will discuss the ones that Richardson had first 
identified. Later articles in this series will discuss some of the 
others reported by Bates. 

First, Richardson's article is reproduced below. My source 
is not the basic magazine, so the reproductions are not as good as 
desirable; fortunately, the illustrations I provide later will 
be better. 


In the checklist and the descriptive catalog that follows we list 
them by provinces in alphabetical order. The letters 'ST'are used 
throughout the listing to designate 'SALES TAX'. The 'ST' is 
mreceded with additional letters to indicate the issuing province. 
A list of these prefixes follows, together with a summary of the 
number of varieties presently known to exist. 


Varieties 


No 

F- Federal .none 

Al - Alberta .none 

BC- British Columbia .... 7 

WA— Manitoba .none 

NB- New Brunswick.1 

NF- Newfoundland ..none 
N$- Nova Scotia.2 


No. 

Varieties 

PEI — Prince Edward IsJandl 


QU — Quebec (Prov.) -9 

ON — Ontario.1 

SK — Saskatchewan.4 

Y-Yukon .none 

NWT—N.W, Territories. none 
Total Varieties.25 


Note in addition to there being no Federal issues, none have 
reported from Alberta, Manitoba, New'fd, Yukon end 
S W. T. Since we only list in detail 9 varieties of Quebec this is 
ell we show in the summary, However see text, there are prob¬ 
ably at least three other varieties in distance. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


A" inscriptions are in black; colors given 
ft in reference to the background color. 


Tjrpe BC-X 

lit Issue • Inscribed ‘Social Services Tax’ 
®n reverse 

BC-ST-1 lr' pink on white 
SC SI-2 3Ygreen on pink 
&C ST -3 Sc'pink on blue 

Issue • Inscribed ‘Social Security and 
Municipal Aid Tax’on reverse 

j£ST-4 It 1 pink on white 
oC ST'5 3Ygreen on pink 
eC ST-6 5^ pink on blue 


T rt>e BC-Y 

► d Issue - Inscribed 'Social Services Tax/ 
ovmce of British Columbia' on reverse 

&C ST -7 1^ yellow on white 

3rd issue may have 3Y and 5C values, 
'' us* 0 <ar they h,ve not b ** n re P orted 


f jz 51027E 

ONICINT 

O 


Type BC-X 



Type BC-Y 














NEW BRUNSWICK 


All inscriptions »re in blacl^the colors given 
•re in reference to the wide ornamental 
border around each ticket. 


Type NB-X 

1st Issue - Inscribed *Sodal Services and 
Educational Tax - Province ef New Bruns¬ 
wick’on reverse 

NB-ST-1 lr'green on white 


-•*! 

> 303157 1 

IlhDMM IWt| 



Type NB-X 


NOVA SCOTIA 

All inscriptions are in black; colors given 
are in reference to the background color. 

TypeNS-X 

1st Issue - Inscribed ’Hospital Tax/Province 
Of Nova Scotia’on reverse 

NS-ST-1 1C blue on white (both face and 
reverse bear company name) 

NS ST-1A It as above, but no company 
name on either face or reverse 


f*G00235 ] 

r trcMuN lasH 

uwrao I 



ONTARIO 

All inscriptions are in black; colors given 
are in reference to the background (net¬ 
work) color. 

TypeON-X 

1st Issue Inscribed “Ontario/Retail Sales/ 
Tax’on reverse 

ON-ST-1 If pink on white 


IROTT 1 



Type ON-X 


PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

All inscriptions are in black; colors given 
are in reference to the background color. 

Type PEI-X 

1st Issue Inscribed *$ales Tax/Province 
Of Prinoe Edward Island’ on reverse. 

PEI-ST-1 lCpinkonwhite 


A 51649. 

ISnOMM lioti 


uurttn 



I rtorau or I 

ptikct towtu! 

^ J 


Type PEI X 


PROVINCE OF QUEBEC 

With the exception of prefix (letter or 
number) and control numbers, all inscrip¬ 
tions are in black. The prefix and control 
colors are given in the description of each 
issue. The colors given in the listing are 
those of the background color. 

Type QU-X- (Provincial • Taxe de Vente) 

1st Issue • Black prefix number, and red 
control numbers. 

QU-ST-1 ls( It) pink on white 


Type QU-Y. (Munidpale - Taxe de Vente) 

2nd Issue - Red prefix letter and control 
number 

QU-ST 2 Is (1 IT) pink on white 

3rd Issue - Black prefix letter and Red 
control number 

QU-ST-3 Is (1*) pink on white 


Type QU-Z ■ (Taxe de Vente) 

4th Issue - Black prefix letter, Red control 
number 

QU-ST-4 Is (1C) pink on white, Inscribed 
'Provindale et Municipal’ at base 
QU-ST-5 Is (1C) pink on white. Inscribed 
as above but with added three-line ’Ce 

Billet, etc.’ 

QU-ST-6 Is (1C) pink on white. Inscribed 
‘Provindale’ and added three line ‘Ce 

Billet, etc.’ at base 

5th Issue - Black prefix letter and control 
number on BLANK panel. 

QU-ST-7 Is (1C) pink on white. Inscribed 
as HQU-ST-5 

6th Issue - Black prefix letter and control 
number, on colored background. 

QU-ST-8 Is (1C) pink on white. Inscribed 
‘Provindale’at base. 

QU-ST-9 Is (1C) pink on white.lnscribed 
‘Provindale et Mundpale’ at base. 

There are at least three other varieties. All 
we know of them is. (1) inscribed in the 
center circle ’Cite de Montreal’ (2) in¬ 
scribed in English on the face ’Luxury Tax’ 
(3) inscribed in English on the face ‘Pro- 
vindal Sales Tax' 



. p$[p 







Type QU-Y 



^ •! 


\'mnm 



fpRovwcuir 
municIpale 1 


Type QU-Z 


SASKATCHEWAN 

Except the prefix (letter or number) and 
control numbers, all inscriptions are in 
black. Prefix and control colors are given 
in the description of each issue. Colors given 
in the listing are background colors. 


TypeSK-X double line border 
SK-ST-1 1C pink on white 

2nd Issue- 

Prefix letter black,control number red 



Type SK-X 








SK ST-2 1* pink on white 


Type SKY • Single lined border 


3rd Issue • 

ft-efix letter,control number both black. 
SK-ST-3 Id pink on white 


4th Issue 

Prefix end control number in black 

SK-ST-4 ldgreen on white 

Saskatchewan Tax tickets are inscribed 
‘Education Tax' 




Type SK Y 


You may be able to see that the British Columbia tickets are 
labelled (either front or back) as "Social Services Tax" or "Social 
Security and Municipal Aid Tax." Similarly, note that the New Bruns¬ 
wick tickets are labelled as "Social Services and Educational Tax;" 

Nova Scotia identifies them as "Hospital Tax;" Ontario as "Retail 
Sales Tax;" Pince Edward Island as "Sales Tax;" the Province of Quebec 
as "Sales Tax" and a reported "Luxury Tax;" and Saskatchewan as 
"Education Tax." Assuming Richardson is correct in listing all of 
these as sales tax tickets, and they were general sales taxes (i.e., 
not on selected items such as tobacco products), it appears most of 
them are labelled to indicate what the revenue is to be used for 
rather than what the tax is placed upon. Further, if this is the 
methodology, there are some other probable sales tax tickets of 
different design families that should be included and that were 
included in Bates' article. In the remainder of this article I 
will provide more detail about Richardson's list. 

First, there are several points to be noted. Except for 
the Nova Scotia ticket which is identified in Green's catalog as 
a 1961 issuance, we do not know dates of issuance or discontinuance. 

The printer(s) and quantities are unknown. Further, considering 
that the provinces are equivalent to our states, some of the tickets 
appear to be similar to our state-issued tokens. However, those with 
the name of a company are a little more like the local private issues 
listed in Chits , but it seems more likely that the tickets were issued 
for use in all stores of a chain in a province and therefore might be 
province-issued with the chain store's name imprinted. In fact, there 
are several chain stores that appear on more than one province's tickets. 

What follows are reproductions of all the tickets that have been 
reported in this particular design family. I have added comments about 
color and other information. 



BC-ST-1, -2, -3 and -4, -5, -6 


-1,-2,-3 


-4,-5,-6 
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These are Richardson's numbers. The control letters, serial numbers, 
and printing are black. Paper is white, pink, and blue respectively. 
There is a security overprint on the obverse that is pink, green, and 
pink, respectively. Control letters JZ, KJ, and KV have been reported 
for -1; P for -2; N for -3; AA, AL, AT, BW, EL, EM, EN, and QQ for 
-4; N for -5; and -6 is known with C and with no control letter. 



BC-ST-7 NB-ST-1 


BC-ST-7. The control letters, serial numbers and printing are black; 
paper is white, there is a yellow security overprint on the obverse. 

E is the only reported control letter, and Stedman's the only reported 
store or chain. There is no "general" ticket reported, or other values. 

NB-ST-1. Control letter, serial number, and printing are black; 
paper is white; security overprint is green. P is the only reported 
control letter and Stedman's the only reported store or chain; no 
"general" ticket has been reported, nor have any other denominations. 



NS-ST-1 NS-ST-1A 


NS-ST-1. Control letters, serial numbers, and printing are black; 
paper is white, there is a light blue security overprint. Known 
control letters are A, B, K, M, N, and Y. There has been no report 
of any store or chain other than Stedman's, or other denominations. 


NS-ST-1A. Same as NS-ST-1 except appears to be "general" ticket. 

There is a slight design difference on the reverse. The only reported 
control letter is A. No other denominations have been reported. 








ON-ST-1 PEI-ST-1 


ON-ST-1. Control letter, serial number, printing are black; paper 
is white; security overprint is pink. The only reported control 
letter is A. There is no report of other denominations, other stores, 
or "general" tickets. 

PEI-ST-1. Descriptive information as for ON-ST-1. No reports of 
specimens other than the one pictured. 



QU-ST-1 QU-ST-2 


QU-ST-1. Control numeral is black; serial number is red; printing 
is black; paper is white; security overprint is pink. Known control 
numerals are 1, 2, 4 and 5. No report of other stores, denominations, 
or general ticket. 

QU-ST-2. Control letter is red; serial number red; printing black; 
paper white; security overprint pink. Only reported store is Metro¬ 
politan and only reported control letter is E. No reports of other 
denominations or general tickets. 



QU-ST-3 


QU-ST-4 
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QU-ST-3. Control letter black; serial number red; printing black; 
paper white; security overprint pink. Known stores Kresge (K); 
Woolworth (C, N, R, Z). No report of other denominations or general 
tickets. 


QU-ST-4. Control letter black; serial number red; black printing; 
white paper; pink security overprint. Reported stores Kresge (L, T), 
Woolworth (M). No report of general ticket or other denominations. 


p695.5,?0 

jflwooLwontH ca] 

‘ n LIMIT CD 1 



[Cc billet doit *tre 
rctournl pour 

raniM d« tax* 

PROVINCIALE 

nicTpale 




PROVINCIAL 

MUNICIPAL 



Tbi* ticket mutt b« 
ftiufAfd if 

WOOLWORTH CO. 
U "' TH f 


QU-ST-5 


C11B26? 


I 


WOOLWORTH fO.1 

MMITIB r I 



|C> bi*« 6oix KrJ 
'JJ ttt«*rii< potir *1 
m r—aue de tn< fl 

Iprdvindale] 




PROVINCIAL 



This ticket must be 
returned if refund 
required 

WOOLWORTH CO. 

LIMITED 


QU-ST-6 


QU-ST-5. Black control letter; red serial; black printing; white 
paper; pink security. Reported stores Woolworth (C, I, S) ; Kresge 
(B, F, N, Q, S). No report of other denominations or general ticket. 


QU-ST-6. Same as -5. Reported stores Kresge (A); Woolworth (C, H); 
Metropolitan (A). No report of other denominations or general ticket. 


(729599 

UNITED 

5 1 TO $1. STORES 
OF CANADA. LTD. 



O billet doit £tr* 
rstourni pour 
remise de tax*. 

PROVINCIALE 

MUNICIPAL 


PROVINCIAL 

a 

MUNICIPAL 



rhl» tickrl [ml* l 
b* raturntd if 
refund required. 

UNITED 

5< TO $1. STORES 
OF OANAD^. LTD. 


"D 350912 


y ^ 

PROVINCIAL 

WOOLWORTH Ca 



Ul&J 


[ ° i c ^ ] 

IPBDVWOAkf 

^-- 


WOOLWORTH CO. 

l ‘• ,MiTeD j 


QU-ST-7 


QU-ST-8 


QU-ST-7. Control letters black; serial numbers black; black printing; 
white paper; pink security. Reported store United (J, 0). No reports 
of other denominations or general ticket. 


QU-ST-8. Black control, serial, printing; white paper; pink security. 
Reported store Woolworth (D, H). Nothing else reported. 




k 896748 ! 

“KKESOE®- 

UMITEP 



PROVINCIALE 

^MliNtcIP ALfr 


// -"N 

PROVINCIAL 

MUNICIPAL 


S? 



“KRESGE C0 

limited 


V 




s 240912 

IMARSHALL’SH 

| 5 -KM»«T 0 »msroMS|| 

PAY^ej 


UCt billat doit ttx*l 
rateurn! »our 
miM <k U» 

BPROVINCIALEI 

ImunicipaleJ 


PROVINCIAL 

MUNICIPAL 



Thii ticket nutl be 
returned if refund 
required 

MARSHALL’S 

HO-15'TW? STORES 

J/ 


\ 


QU-ST-9 


QU-Unlisted-1 


QU-ST-9. Black controls, serials, printing; white paper; pink 
security. Reported stores Kresge (A, F, G, H, P, X); Woolworth 
(B, E, L, Q, R). Nothing else reported. 


QU-Unlisted-1. Similar to QU-ST-5 
rather than red. Similar to QU-T- 
control, serial, printing; pink se 
specimens reported. 


, but this serial number is black 
7, but has double border. Black 
curity; white paper. No other 


176833. 

|l» J-TMT Heftm* Tetl 

C. 0. LUSSIER. Pm. 
54$ MONDON 
ft Hyacinth*, Oil 



Ce billet dait etr* 
reteuroi pa«r 
renMie it U*a „ 

PROVINCIAL^ 




PROVINCIAL 



Tina ticket mtut be 
returned if rafuad 

raquired 

Lil'IO'ISMtdmt list, 
C.D. LUSSIER. Pru. 

54 ! MONDOR 

SL Hjriclnllie, Our 


H153U2’ 

METnoPOUTANl 



Ca Ufa! dak ttre 
rttfin^ pair 
ranUedataxa 

PROVINCIALE 


PROVINCIAL 

lTAX I paid; 


Thia ticket nauat be 
returned If refund 
required 


QU-Unlisted-2 


QU-Unlisted-3 


QU-Unlisted-2. Same as QU-ST-6 but has no control letter. An error? 
Or perhaps a means to identify a local store rather than a chain? 

QU-Unlisted-3. Similar to QU-ST-6, but serial number is black rather 
than red. Similar to QU-ST-8, but legend differs. Known stores 
Metropolitan (H); Stedman (D). No other reports. 


V 



IWOCLWORTH CO. 

UMITKO 



INCLUDING 

METROPOLITAN 

DirrmcT 


'1107688 

FEDERAL STORE! 

LIMITED 



TWs ticket must 
be returned If re¬ 
fund required 


SQBULITMB 

UMITKD 



Ce billet dolt Mt# 
retoumd pour 
remUe de taxe 

V_> 


QU-Unlisted-4 


QU-Unlisted-5 
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QU-Unlisted-4. Probably Richardson’s footnote (1) under Quebec. 

Some similarity to'QU-ST-2. Red control and serial; black printing; 
white paper; pink security overprint. Only specimen reported. 

QU-Unlisted-5. Probably footnote (2) under Quebec. Black control; 
red serial; black printing; white paper; pink security. Note that 
control letter and serial number are on English side whereas rest 
of Quebec are on French side. Illustration is only specimen reported. 

I've been unable to identify a ticket that I can say is probably 
Richardson's footnote (3), unless it would be QU-ST-1, reverse fac-e. 



SK-ST-1 SK-ST-2 


SK-ST-1. Control and serial are red; printing black; white paper; 
pink security. Reported stores Kresge (A, B, C, D); Woolworth (A, D, 
E, F, G); Metropolitan (A, C). No other stores, general ticket, 
or denominations reported. 

SK-ST-2. Control letters black , serial red; black printing; white 
paper; pink security. Reported stores Woolworth (H, I, J, K); 

Kresge (E); Metropolitan (D). No report of other stores, general 
ticket, or other.denominations. 



SK-ST-3 SK-ST-4 


SK-ST-3. Control and serial black; printing black; white paper; 
pink security. Kresge (N, S, U); Metropolitan (0); Woolworth (J, L, 

Q, S, U). No other known stores, denominations, or general ticket. 

SK-ST-4. Black control, serial, printing; white paper; green security. 
Illustration is only reported specimen. 
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More California Clippings 


Here are some more clippings provided by Don Barsi (R-382, 
Fremont, CA). These are from the San Francisco Chronicle , 1933. 

On the one from July 14, you may be able to decipher the paragraph 
on "Tax Stamps Proposed." If you can't it reads: 

"Collection of the proposed sales taxes through the use 
of stamps placed on each purchase by the seller on a 
graduated scale basis was proposed by William Hardier, 
representing the Alliance of Retail Trade Associations 
of Northern California. Hardier said the proposal was 
also backed by San Francisco Retail Merchants' Association, 
the Oakland Retail Merchants' Association and the Retail 
Dry Goods Association of San Francisco." 


If you have Newsletter 55, on page 3 you'll find an 
illustration of what may have been a sample of these proposed 
stamps. Also included is some comment by Jerry Schimmel that 
affirms the paragraph from the Chronicle , 


; Legislature set tor July 17 tp work 
ont i nrv On wMp for lb* Sta te 
in acrarrtance pith the provision* 
o! the recently approved RUef 
Stewsrt amendment, a bitter at rug- 
tie Is in prospect over t&a prepijjiiaU 
ot a 3 per cent retail aalea tas .aad 

of a State income tax. -—V— 

£gte Controller Ray L. Riley ^rtli 




; Summon* Solons 
cct Here Thurs¬ 
day to Plan Cuts- in . * 


Warnings Finance Status 
ay Delay U. S. Aid 
■SpeedsTAction ~ 




clUdffig foodstuffs, clothing 
other necessltlea. "He win recom¬ 
mend again st an tncofae taa. He 
eatimatea the isles tax will raise 
•110.000.000 bienni ally. - - \ 

Aaaambiymap B-XTe l ge n baum 
San Franclaco is atwwaoring a 3 par 
o«at jncooie tax maaaure. He «aU> 




Members of the State Orange are 
spons o rin g th e proposed net Income 
tax which they estimate Will raise 
$40,000,000 a biennium. Senator Jack 


legislation when th e Senators and 
Assemblymen meet at Sacramento. 

^^ajCmstsmvrrK 

The Orange plan la to propose In¬ 
come-tax ratal owo half -of- those 
Itviid to F<niir&l QpMirtuMrt l 
Patnilirs with. Incomes below $6000 
•nnuolly would ps y -m ; »mali faa un¬ 


Oovrrnor Rolph has served notice 


further program from his admin¬ 
istration. Finance Director Roland 

A. Vandeertfl. however, will eek_*h» 
Legislature to boost Ihc present 63 

i Continued on Page 2, Col. 4) 


. iconuxBaS sreas rais-ai 

eenle a band) beer 11 x Par 

rei TTe e a timat ea ythw 
ux kvird by the State -wm aawc 
II.600.000 and that tha tiaaasaaS 
•wuhl- boo st t he State's tnCnmr 

mo.«r> --:-. 

r ncitts-niFre« M .1 

'TrrS tr«J>tewart. v iaember tjL'Cne 
State Board of Equalliatlon. esti¬ 
mated I*>TJlr** T ‘V * 1 P* r n4nt 

Isles la* would yield $02,000,000- 
l-trnhialljr cent la*. $M,- 

000.000 ana * 4 jht rent tax $130.- j 
ooo oqo Hp figures are slightly dtf- ; 
. ferr.nl U.au those of Controllehl 
Riley. Stewart also suggested a I 
U^>cr cent t*»n*acUona tax. •sti- 
mat>d^ la produce $10,000,000: 
amusembjgf tax of 1 cent on each 10 
cents or fraction, thartkr f 46.000.000. 
K and a stock JralfUer tax. 2 rents on 
earh SlOO o r pa r Salur . tn.S OOO_I 

~ xniT |Se oioTWicw J 

•The Omrrmor takes the xtxpd Owl 
legislature has already turned 'dawn I 
his suggestions for budi^K baianc- j 
mg’-apd—that the lawmdutt now] 
must propose their own pmn. j 

The conference here Thursday has 
been called by Speaker Walter J. 
Iljttla *T)f the Assembly The mem- 
^bers of the special rommltiee- of 14 
irom thwSenate and Vhp Assembly. 

| named before the recent adjourn- ] 
rpent to work on the Stale taaa- 
tjon problem, and the members of I 
1 thk Rules commit (res of both houses J 
hgve been summoned for the San 


































|Ban ou Seller 
To Absorb Tax 
WilLBe Ui-ed 


Go to lonttunirr, Say* 

• - Slate Body 

Tf-thr LrS'V»»turr approves a re-I 
tail sjuH- lax at :i.< .-rsMon ocgln- 
. run* next week. the stair Tax Re- 
- Match Bureau'aql) n waw< u»at 
it hr madr a mladfmranor for a 
eller to advertise.thH--he will ah- | 

I sorb Lbe tax ^ 

The proposed sain tax mb 
1 passed along to the consumer 

Stewart mrnfbrr ot ttir~Ot»ir] 
I Board tit E qua l is ation and director 1 
of thr Stair Tax Rear arch Bureau. | 
told a group of San Francisco busi¬ 
ness men and legislators tl a mcel- 
I mg in the Merchants' Exchange | 

, building here jrsirrdat. 

Thr meeting was tailed to discuss! 
lax measures which may be enacted j 
f trr the Legtstarurc tn putting 
| rrtwx a w so-called lUiei Stewart j 
i.* pr ogram a pproiod by the uden 1 

[ ai th» June TT- i -reuon - 

AMOUNT UNDECIDED 
Director Stewart and In* .fMxt- * 1 
| ant* Professor Roger True ntr of 
j the University of California and | 
Louis P Wi.ion. rconomts.. said 
that no recommendation would he j 
made by tlie Tax Research Bureau 1 
j as :ne type oj- taxes the la ttls- 
laturr should left in mccUna 
i.sees for ri.sine *12.’ if in' 
State rnrr.ue 

A 2 per oral retail sales tax would 1 

[■war #63 SOU .QUO t urn t all y est im a t ed ] 

Stewart A 1 per cent tax wojj 
star W 5. WW H H0 errre t wo y e a rs 
said and a 4 per cm: tax #127.. 

me ooo 

A 1 per cent person»1 income tax j 
with a flat tinofi exemption per | 
family would raise 111 .500.000 an¬ 
nually Stewart estimated. 
OTUEREORM* CO.VSt|U«RSf» 
Other possible taxr* dixccissed by I 
Stewart with their eeomnf'd an- j 
imn t pr l* u 

follows , 

Tr-inxacllan tax of one-half of 1_ 
i [ier cent on basic productions. 17,- 
J 287/WO transaction tax of one- j 
quarter of 1 prr rent on wholesale 
productions 13 700 000 consumers' | 

I surtax on poyrer and gas. #0000 000; • 

; per cent tax -on feal estate trans- ! 
wotlOns 15 400 000 nne-elKlilh of I' 
per cent tax on stock and bond trans- j 
actions. #1.300006. one-quarter of 1 
per cent tax on auch irmuaruonx. j 
•2.660.000 


begins D 51 
-Retail^ 


• « 


ingof 

^axi 


2 to 3 Per 
ijaal hmy on All 
Commodities. 

|Vendegrift Estimate*- 
P e fi c i t- f o r 2 Years at ~”f 
$138.000.000 

By EAJU. C BEHRENS^ 

Drafting of • (Rite ccoaumer, re- 
I tall aalaa lax on tangible property 
I which inulrt to u ch tha. packet book 
I of retry dtinn or California,'wa* 
Ifiagun yesterday for presentation to 
| Hie- tfmh tBTe TtfXT IfSBIf. 

The toml'-tax committee went on- 


I record as favorlitg _lhe prtnclpR of a 
[consumers retail sates tax. 

Tha rate of the p r opo sed consum- 
>rs retail mica tax wilt be Mam* 
i-he re between 2 and 3 per cant ol 
| the sale price. U wait indicated 
The sale* tax will be the principal 
f measure id he preaented to the Leg- 

LiuUlIJIi. irrriin 1 —* I— 


va aMgajjai com mittee in # 1 } effort 

to meet a Wale deficit which 
Finance Director Holland A. Van- 
degrtft said -yesterday may reach 
1 approximately 412 # .000.000 within 
| two years. 


WORKING ON IAU4 TAX 

The writing of the sales tax lawl 
was begun yesterday by i group 
four legislators. Senators Ralph K. 
Swing. Bap Bernardino, and Walter | 
H. Duval. Santa Paula, ant. Assem¬ 
blyman B. J PHgenbaum. 8a. Pran- J 
de c o , and Chart#* W Lyon. Ica An- j 
iCsatlaaed «w Page 1. Col li 
#»;r« I l»r fnm repti-Xrlll a 

Vnmiimtss ' rr tn» ir#hj«iiva 

t l WlH HU>* **f B m et m e 
klitnen which Ie|«n a irrllk tl] 
#8**n»c’ a^’hr (Muir building hi 
#r«n*.l». up.let thr Iradrt.hMp 
Walter 3 t.lt»*e of the ft 

tenth. > 

Ip *<m 'urn •.! ih< nirmher* nf the] 
,a«ihl i*xi**iiM«t> tas mromntee. I 
mriuV'* ■’! the lutes I'wnmuteea] 
nf 'hr' kiiwie a»Ht 

■_“J wet* ptr*.-iu to work twit a lentalive^ 
t»"Wiam for tl»- I't'tlMitir which 
'Rwunuw aw *•■##* — 

• ITOTT PROPOdM.* 

JD'r 'thfciuT;. i of ihr legislator# j 
at'rr. ..i-»bw<mntf«d--th« ihe tv- 
nxitreni w**tmv -confute tts hi bora j 
to i»«« - >iv mrsitinau"*! »iyh hills ] 
as *>* htom'y IwraiWhsijt thet 
ii.au'. ' *.**!•• ..-ii r.wi.iitefW 4 Uin al J 
♦he- 4 ol »»■»»■ a# 4 he tt'W lTik|_nf j 
bill* passed lirfm* the Mai tries 
howriri w.li . <W 1 ir up A* the first | 
m's'trr i" hr <«t «m MOmlsy ] 

aft * hr ,(•(. t... i.W.llg 

A fwhi ..f Ihr trr x'atmx ptr 
lirtr t'tfrid*. ah.ieral liwm lo 


TO ASK K IWR* MORS 
In addition to eonxtdeiatlon of 
I the proposed aalaa tax and other 
tax propoaaia. the legislature next] 

I Monday win be confronted with a! 
deaaand for addtUgaal appropria¬ 
tions of about #4.000.000 on top Of 
[ the *360At!AM of axp e ndl t u r sa pm- 
'elded f or tu t he Oortf m o rx 1M 8 M 

[ budget and by aneclal umfopria-. 
[ tiona of tho present Lagtalature. 

The principal items of new ap- 
[ proprtaUon* which will he sought, 
tn spite of the present deficit of 
110000.000 and thr estimated defi¬ 
cit reaching around the 8117.000.000 
J figure. Include #2.000.000 additional 
I for Junior colleges; #30#.000 more 
1 for the State Department of Social 
I Welfare: #IJ#3JQ0 for aalarles of 
| State employes because of the veto 
[by tha Governor of the p ropoa 


w>» fh Ulr hs* king j 

!.v: ci'-m blirrpirhl- 

■ II. S' ci. I .<«nsr An ] 

T 1 ; « ' lM llM?«V.ll|tf 

*«irm 




1 .1 •*» * ’ • j ' Har 


, tftuaOH- UB j 

ini jiirfrnt ! 


V«n c*« it a 


‘h i. *»«• < »*» 'rmain ] 
i-utt- the nasi. 


mi pi Ah 

•.•I *- fi."'i»u n.upit nwej 
t .» p."v h Hiic>*ii nf j 

.. » Wl« w »rl m r m hry gg j 

IU*'.' i'i’ii irw'imi. isj 
i t .•••!> ■ * tea pruaram j 
elf all rffon 4 w 
■ »» • '••h-.m* and tn j 

• lw mxidafr <d Itie V"tef#j 
't • nrw laxaiionj 


dur* ui 
la thr 1, 
rn»«» " ■ 
ram 

in si i'*.' 

amei.'^rr ’ h,< ... i »lrd fniejrj 

plan X’ 'hr rnri't «■;*• ;xl Vtrnlnn.l 
wwx mxnr kiim.i> nft,.ixlli to the] 
» \rtlr?iU-. 
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July 14 Continued 


July 15 



iHi., w I 
hr ** iflilai DilWJfit- 

[ VillRrinTT "TJi iw. 
ttnn* f»r ant U»r« Hr tiritrM t that 
hi* hin1«r« aa/r<ihmit'r>t «•> ..itcf* 
■Ml havr brm id'ipinj mkhw 

FAVOR* 141m 141 ~ 

Although h» laid ltc had r*|>r«4- 
•n r daalaml htmtrlf m faint ut a 


laalM |p* and aald ha lirllrtrd a 1 
I a0f rant (ai would hr atifli* irnt, 
Dtrartor RUwari annrumrrd that 
hd kwaau would mnkr no irn*. 
—nAaUtrr bu! would wihmn data 
mm th* trarloua lai propuaaU 
■lab Ctantrollrr Rav I. Hia* liaa I 
. r«aanarnrl-rt a > par rant t«k »Hh • 
■p aarwiitlon* 

A ItBhl *111 b* madr In (ha loula* 
lad** nanmlUrw to provide for t»h| 

A— n w|iu mr wp t—I amndharr 

naaaaatuea. Inwtar a« iMWm Ran: 


Mm U»e lagtate 



van ffflam wnrOll 

rriumnl 

F4TI4UTU rUMCNTKO 
hpmktM tor turn-tor Unit, 
i «jk> r wutnn tconomiM ror tha 
IV ararrh Bureau. p t w a tA I aaU* 
ma<r< of pnip n e od now I 
rtodtnv »• 1 par rant Wat* 

Inronur la* whtrh ha aakl muM 
brine in MlAOO jOOO annually 
tinha family rrrmptlou u*» allowed 
•n lit* r**pnaal. A ttf Of t WW m 
mli hilMhul of aoft drinka. and 


T41 atAMra rRl>r«aF.n 

t|on r>t thr prnpn*ed talea 
t«kt> '.lirmieli 'hr ti*r »J M*m|i« 
pta- r«i on c»- It jiuuhue Ul tha ‘ 

«rt« i <m a irariualrri rrrlr baata 
• av in^imrd b» Wiliam Hardin 
trnrrrr ruing I hr AlHanca of d a l ai t 
Tladr ArwtaUimna of Horthrm Cal 
itntn.i Itardirr aaid Mir i vapor at 
a*«n ttaikrd by Man Pranrlrro 
Retail Mrrnlianta' AaanrlaMnn. tha 
Oakland Retail Merchant*' Aaaocla . 
unn and thr RrlaU Dry Uooda Ae* 
mriatmn tj San PVanrlara. 

Vinrml K Butler ■ Unmay and 
taa mart prcarnted a aat af ala* 
tlrltrr hoard updn a. b ua ln r a a anal* 
tala and allowing that a ft* pn 
rank aalra taa upon prrarnt Indira- 
tiona would paid IIII.lifAM dtir- 
IDA Aha o u m L na blaaaUiat Na d** 
rlarrd hU aludtra fchowad an 
Bartending cunra In thr bualnaaa 
aharu. 

Th# NwtalaUwa will raauma lhatr 
hnftnga at 


UOIIUTOII AT MRKTFNO 


9 


wan Rriuiora awing. Du rat. M 
towt. Arthur ~B—» r* a d. T A lameda 
rtrnhly; Jantra W McKinley, boa 
Angetea; It. % Ingela, Ukleh; 0. K. 
DrurL Chico: Aaarmbljratnt Pblgen* 
haunt. Lm. Ray WUHaneoa, 
Melvyn 1. Cronin. Ran Ran- 
Ran. K C. Ctawdilay. 
ion William r Knewland. 

Hnland. Oakland: Hubfri SrUddrr, 
Rebn»t»tpnl. lawrrncg Cobb. boa An* 

William Mrtrlt'y'J^wwa.^SoSn VMds* 
Cirthy. Um Angela*. HiprAntla* 
il«wa of manv organiuMoM and 

taa-P*ytn# irwupa wm tin p c W Wb 



a*ama*OaaTAuA4M*dki*>lLAiladai4U 
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July 15 Continued 


August 2 


Legislators 
Urge Tax on 
Food, Meals 

Passage of Retail Sales 

»■ lu p ine’ftr ui wl * 

come Tax Pails of 

Approval 

• > ■ 

voiced by Von Ellsworth. rcprmrnt. 
In* the fann bureaus, and byAs- 
xamUymen Oeorytr Bins at Santa 
Bgrbata_county. Blisxr however, ad¬ 
vocated a' (row. xM5er'than~a net, 
income lax law. _____ 

——reLLOM mOVE LOST “ 
—A pwpwml hr Henatw ltorffttJ 


1wn_aan Fran cisco. that real utalt 
sale* and atock and bond trwnmr- 


tlona be lnrluaet- In the aalea tax 
biil ao dc fe irad. Hayden Jones, 
president of.^the CaUfonux Real 
Filair Aaaacixmm. spoke against 
thdapropoul. 

Ruaaeti OarpenterrrepiTWBTOn* the 
HelairDry Goods Association. aakHtj 
the committee to' include a pro- 
|—vision in the sales tax. m a kin g n 
' mandatory lor tha tax lo t*, passed 
on to the consumer by the mer¬ 
chant John J. Epointer, speaking 
tor the hotel men. retailers and 
others au 


rOOD EXEMPTION KILLED 

Assemblyman Frigcnbsum pro¬ 
posed that the Legislature, which 
reconvenes on Monday, levy a 8 per 
cent tax. make other tax adiust- 
menu, and hold liseii in readiness 
lor another session later on after 
the proposed new laaaa had been 
operative for a lew months ui order 
to see if they were sufficient. 

Assemblyman Charles W. Lyon., 
ts. in f ri» uivi a mrmhfr of U lC -1 
subcommittee, said he favored a tax 
ol 3W per cent. 

A move b> Senator Rot Frlloni. j 
San Francisco, and Assemblyman 1 
C. Clowdsley. siocklou. to Instruct I 
tha subcommittee to pr»>\»de loi thel 
exemption ot I'hhI .-lulls from ib f J 
ixlfi lax plan was ctefeatcd. < lo 4-j 
Permit* »in’hg^reftyirrd from the] 
proper Slate acenV* by all personal 
engaged in the retail business 

The ga^sttan of a retail nU« 
l*a aa» aaewh sa w ed te b aaela a«d 
easts ars au preseated a alee lerat ■ 
patet far Use Lsk casksrs yester¬ 
day. The Irgislatars decided la 
taastks iilcs lu law aa that lor 
teaaliaw ysr yss ri -» meal sosM 
ha thralad aa a sale af rands'* 
awl her lhaa a i»mts. I'ndrr this 
prijMss. the sale af thr lead. 
t|am whWh go ta aaakr sp thr 
WMt osM SH he taxed. 

Taxes other than the sa’.. - • ix | 
will also be considered by thr coti- 
BUllee today. 

INCOME TAX CRGED 
Aaaemt.vrrar. Ciowd.lrv »... r:. .it' 

> attempt to eotnmii bis co!-| 
leagu e s to thr proposed fr.jle. ir.- 
tax. which bas The EarxinB * 1 r,’ I 
the Csl.Jrrr.:» Farm B ir<-.«u Fed -1 


Sales Tax Collection 


a stamp 


plan be utilised 


Tha legislators, acting t hrough 
the members of their rules commit-; 
teas, also decided that no bills 
should be coqfidrred at the Doming 

[pBM BttftfUTtt 

‘ or these pcnUBg to the taxation 
■imihim hv the ad o p t m at 

by tha people af the new taxation 
pi or w ith t h e rennomic Tbcovrry 
theUtate and Nation, guch as 
tha needed chance* u> the bank law 
w airr* «e*sm at the nalnaial tixntr 
enactments. 

A proposed 3 per cent tax was 
placed before the committee mein- 
ism by Assemblyman B J. Fotgen- 

haum. 


, Senator Ralph E. Swing. Saw 
| Berwaidiwa, awe af Use subcora- 
I mdllew af fawr. at which Feigew- 
Ibssuw Is' also a member, declared 
| that a t per Mart tax wowld ad 
1 meet the Slate's financial srts*- 
I tiaw. State Ftwawre Direr tar Salt 


Under the program 

approved by. the joint rulrs rom-| 
miller of the Senate and Ai'tmbls. 
all bths wifi be referred to the ruU * j 
mw i i r 'rtw arsduhoae l*o bod;>*{ 
wiB d rt iae wne tn rr the m r asuT e y j 
are to or vr.: .»• ihe f.oor of the 
Legtsiat^rc for coiiMderalior. 

UTTERING PLANS LAID 
A two- 1 hubs tote of earn hou«ej 
wlU be necfas-'V lo override thel 
of thr Rules C •mm.lire m 
bolding up b..l« archrd.r.jr to moot { 
Of the legislators. 

Tha leg distort hope to prevent I 
idle aa discus* ions on unimportant i 
wmUers and on subject* not ger- J 
mane to the taxation and business | 
gaeowery problems. 

Tt* rules committees, headed by] 
■■•tor Breed and Assemblyman C 
*gy Robinson. Merced, will meet] 
■R Monday at Sacramento to I 
fglllli i lay out a program for at - 1 
t|m during the coming session. 


I wa recommendation himself, aba 

1 daeiaaad tha t par tant tea la*y 
| wwwld be Insafficlent lo wwi 
awry waoda.' ' _ 


Starts in 
Of’ Act’s 


Confusion 

Provisions! 


Ilnroim* I.cvy I*r«»t»*»lant» | 
Flouil (iuirrnor W i(h 
Drinumia lor Vein 
“' of Pleasure 


|U. C. Prulcuor Nimwil I 
lo Ifatulli' 

on I’urcliasr* 

By EARL C BEHRENS 

tl.M'KAMr-T 1 1 V V 1 .11. .. K rd| 

..H"in ani» |M*»y >»f fbt- 

*» hit nrtinp of tlw»| 

a . r . • : » K* -i* ta. 

: «* w a mt fr.U' it »f UK 

fr<« *><n ru.i.Ffj f*ii -1 

|haiu t,.tndl.nx tit# h#i 

dM \ I 

roller • •»« I 

potin-. :n a. *;.<• oun! if.- of t*i# I 
|M.ttr I 

1M t)Hl PKOTIMH Pitt tr I 
.... nia-iV wittt euHectiun *^| 


f r * 




:£r ,rr . ,l pmhidwl 
tl.e rx*'*!.: Ia*gi'‘l 1 iturr. cu&£ ad- 
-fciudrrdi' nf Mf^rams to 
•‘'•.tis.of iCts.pii vjIcvUua ••■inw 
r.k’fut.*: i.f (t.< ;iro,H»rd S'ale per- 
(iiiioim* tax U« an added 
i :» «*|» *»f *t*e Satie:* tax laa 

Tlir Ibiwiiinr lt«s reerixrd nrll 
• n I** lOiio |irittru« kgomH ttic tn- 
"mr tax bu. »mrh it ta x*fe u» 
>•> hr mi.: vrjo Hr t> rxi*erir«t 

1 L#rr Uu* tudnv but mn| take no me - 
uoii *an th*» mo«Hn# H»H tor <mme 

*io\ widespread 

Mfeet iv# »• midnicht Urt r.»«ht. 

1 -h a rcN-nt t>j the (>c\rniu 4 % 
lure \#M#rda> the nflr »aie> tax 
lAB (lIUilui ej i liJIcsg tTHtf uiK Mk 

w\er U»e .s’ai< oXlu^AlaMtd 

M#rrltan!.> haver, t >rt lud m 

I hwne# to famiium# * 
a.Ui the iiiowxionh of the u», 
«hirh n in r.-timatrd «ij] rHUr ' 

uom swtMNi.NXt •<» iioo.oonaoo to 

fi wne e fkrmtr yarrrm iwftr- 

PROFESSOR HLADb Bt REAl 
One ol the first art* of the Board 
Of Equaiuauon. »hlcR u charged 
■*ih th# art mini xt ration of th*- salea 
*•* * rt . f he appointment of 

Rostr J. 'I ray our. uuviaie profr*- 
.»f him the Unlvrrsit) of Cah- 
lomtB. m« rhteT of rh# hem mVs ta* 
flh'tviotl 

I He m<i] Jiavr rtiarge Of The ad - 
aumxu*ition of tRr nrw l#v\ bn 
pur ■ husrx 

[ Ttaninr ha.« been meting a« m 
a«n$*r to yjj equaliaauon board 
a»d hah a tag pan tb^hc fr-ntinn 
*»l »wie m tar law -- 





















Rolls: More 



Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 

In the last issue of the Newsletter, I provided pictures 
of the wrappers for sales tax'tokens that were used in several 
states. I owe Scott Mitchell an apology for failing to include 
some information he had given me last August. If you look in 
the last Newsletter, there are three wrappers shown for Oklahoma. 
Scott confirms the one that I show with OK #13, but his has OK #7 
in the roll. 

In addition, he provided an illustration of a 5 mill that 
is not overprinted on a 1 mill wrapper. It is reproduced below. 
The tokens in it are OK #3. The color of the wrapper is a light 
tan-brown with black printing. 





George Hosek (R-372, Omaha, 
NE) sent this clipping from a 
recent newspaper. Note the little 
white map inset in the map of the 
U.S.A. Several of the Nebraska 
anti-sales tax tokens used this 
same motif. 


NEBRASKA 



THlNATIONS WHITS SPOT 


NE #6 



A license-plate frame touts Nebraska’s claim as the White 
Spot of the nation. The slogan was coined by the 
Associated Industries of Nebraska to attract Industry, 
billing the state as a white spot on a dark national map of 
taxation. Nebraska was bound by Its constitution to be debt 
free and to spent only Its Income. The state had no tax on 
sales, services, luxuries, cigarettes or Income! 
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Organizational Report 

American Tax Token Society 
Secretary and Treasurer's Report 

Fourth Quarter, 1988 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


Previous Balance.$ 2775.93 

Credits: Dues Payments Received. 150.00 

Publications Sold. 19.20 

Donations to ATTS. 24.00 

Interest. 32.33 

Debits: Newsletter Costs, #63. 114.11 

Counterstamps Costs. 44.31 

New Balance.$ 2843.04 


NEW MEMBER 

R-424 Thomas Pennock, 322 N. Hancock Ave., Colorado Sprinqs, CO 
80903 . 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS 


R-269 Prentiss Wright, Route 1, Box 2546, Gulf Shores, AL 36542. 
R-276 Max Studley, 7887 N. LaCholla #2160, Tucson, AZ 85741. 

R-294 Scott Mitchell, P.O. Box 1006, New Hyde Park, NY 11040. 

R-337 James A. McCarty, P.O. Box 657, El Dorado, AR 71731. 

R-350 Frank Siwiec, 44 Sandra Circle B4, Westfield, NJ 07090. 

R-374 Eric Jackson, P.O. Box 657, Whittier, CA 90608. 

L-167 James Holtel, 153 East Columbus St., Nelsonville, OH 45764 

RESIGNED 


R-395 James Farris, Helena, AL. 


MEMBER DECEASED 

R-302 M.W. Maret, Albans, WV. 

Mr. Maret was one of the first generation of tax token 
collectors, beginning his collection in the 1940s. He 
conducted correspondence with various chambers of commerce 
and state tax authorities attempting to learn more about 
his interest. 


THIRTEEN MEMBFRS MADE DONATIONS TO ATTS ABOVE AND BEYOND THEIR DUES 
PAYMENTS SO FAR FOR 1989. THANKS ARE DUE TO ONE AND ALL... MORE 
OF THESE DONATIONS WILL BE SHOWN IN THE NEXT SEC.-TREAS. REPORT... 












ATTS 

APR 


NEWSLETTER 

— JUN 1989 



ATTS Editorial Office ATTS Business Office 

6837 Murray Lane 7512 NE Bothell Way #127 

Annandale, VA 22003 Bothell, WA 98011 


Advertisements 

WANTED: Texas anti-sales tax tokens. Bob Kelley, 2689 Cliff Rd., North Bend, OH 
45052. 

OHIO SALES TAX RECEIPTS: Loton R. Eastman, 3269 Waldheim Drive, Port Huron, 
Ml 48060 wants to sell his collection. If you are interested, contact him at that address. 
(Editor's note: I have seen xeroxes of the items in his collection. Most of the pieces 
are pairs. It is a good collection of the major series. It doesn't have a lot of the perfo¬ 
ration varieties or other varieties that some people are interested in. It would be a 
good beginning for a collection.) 

WANTED: Chits numbers AL#15, MS#5, MS#7, NM#7, NM#12, OK#5, OK#9, OK#16, 
OK#18. Mark S. Hertzler, P.O. Box 2111, Mansfield, OH 44813. 

WANTED: North Carolina coupons and scrip: NC#1, NC#19, NC#21, NC#24, NC#26, 
NC#29, NC#31, NC#35, NC#36; rare Illinois cardboards; and advertising label coins. 
Buy or trade. Robert D. Leonard, Jr., 1065 Spruce Street, Winnetka, IL 60093. 

NICE USED COPIES: Fuld Patriotic Civil War Tokens and Atwood-Coffee, new edition, 
volume 1. Hardcover catalogs, $16 each, postpaid. Tim Davenport, 7512 NE Bothell 
Way #127, Bothell, WA 9801 1. 

WHERE'S YOUR AD??? It's free! It's easy! Send in yours today! To: ATTS Ads, c/o 
Tim Davenport, 7512 NE Bothell Way #127, Bothell, WA 9801 1. 


V^AnnuaI 


ATC0 ^ 

National Tohan & & Medal Jhow* 



FREE ADMISSION 


Show Information: 


SEI’TEMliEll 2&3 ( 19a9 
OMAHA,NEBRASKA 



Location: 

Inn Airport 

Abbotl Drive i Locust 
Omini. NE 66 1 10 


Booms. 

I (800) 272-6232 
11402) 342-5100 


BUY SELL-TRADE TOKENS MEDALS-MORE 



7 ^AnnuaI ^ 


ATC0** 

National Token & & Medal .Shove 



FREE ADMISSION 


Show Information: 


SEPTEMBER 2&3,19«9 
OMAHA,NEBRASKA 



Location; 

tnn Airport 

Abbott Drive l Locust 
Oman* NE 66110 


Booms- 

I IBM)) 272-6232 
I (402) 342-5100 


BUY SELL-TRADE TOKENS MEDALS-MORE 







GUEST EDITORIAL 


A lot of collectors have ads for "wanted" in different publications. So we write 
and tell them what we have. However, they don't need what we have. But they don't 
even have the courtesy to just drop a card (154) saying they can't use the things about 
which we sent them information. Are these people collectors or speculators? It would 
seem that collectors would be interested enough in helping each other to provide some 
feedback on the information. Most of the time I don't know the value of a token unless 
it is in my chosen field of expertise, and don't know if the piece may be common or 
rare. As a collector, though, 1 am just trying to help another collector. I'm sure there 
are many others like me. Please, let's try to give each other some kind of feedback 
so that the collector on the other end is not left hanging. 

Bob Kelley, R-287 


Enclosed with this issue is some more of the listing from Chits, which I started 
with Newsletter 64. I remind you that this listing is by no means all the information 
provided in Chits , but at least it will give you some numbers to work with. Also, please 
remember that I haven't proofed or edited this at all, so there are probably errors. 

The annual membership list is also provided in this mailing. I'm sorry, but I 
neglected to send out with the last newsletter the form we use to update information 
about your interests. So I used last year's information, except for new members. If 
there is something really wrong with the entry for your interests, let me know and we'll 
try to get out a correction. 

As you can tell from what you see, I got a new machine. My wife gave it to me 
for a combination two-years' birthday and Christmas gift. It makes the printing look 
a lot better. It also condenses things a little bit, although the print is just as readable 
as the old typewriter font. Trouble is, so far it takes me longer to prepare an article 
as compared to my old machine. The additional time is involved in formatting, setting 
margins, figuring out spacing for illustrations (as compared to my old cut-and-paste 
method), and other little chores. I suspect the newsletters will be a little shorter, as 
is this one, for a while at least. 

. . . The Editor 


Prices Realized 

Schimme! Mail Bid Sale #18, Closed February 18, 1989 



1/ c v 
v. \ r 

\ . 


fr SL 


Sain Tax Tokens 

<C.i- C. nos. used) 

2. <11.#20) Dtpur Marchantl i/4c 

Brass VF (die break runs thru 1tr 
T) (S3 5) 

7. (lLk3!?> Ladd BufinasKwns 

Ass’n 1/4c Br VF+ (*10) 

4. ( IL#80 ) Rushvi11* Retail 
Merchants l/4c Br VF + <S7) 

5. (SMttl) Simplicity Tax, Sales 

Tax Penny 17. 1921_ Be VF iSB) 

Sales Tax Paper Chits 

6. ( ILW9 ) Areola Adv. Club red. 

small stain, creased once F (*10) 


$30 

$19 
$ 8 
$ 5 


none 


7. (IL#60 S- 67) Pinckneyvi 1 1 e two 

pcs manila, lg prt (trimmed at 
ends) 8< sml prt (abt Unc) (SIC) 

B. (IL4B7) Tiskilwa org Unc <*10) 

9. <NC#25) HcLellen Store* 
(misspelled name) white Unc (*10) 

10. (NC429) Rose's Fading pink 
Unc, stamp hnge rev. <*12) 

11. (NC#33> Wallace yellow Unc 
(* 12 ) 

12. (NC434) Wool worth Fading 

violet Unc (*10) 

13. (WA#51> Stevenson orange Unc 

(*3) 


14. STT’s 10 common state issues 
F (S3) 


$1 1 
$10 
$12 
$17 
$4 
$10 

none 

$3 



Alpert Mail Bid Sale #32, Closed February 17, 1989 


3 


545.anti-sales tax token: We 
Don't Use Funny Money In 
Nebraska;printed on 32mm 
iron slug,F-VF 

1287.N.Mex.5 Mills error tax 
token: Five Cents;C,16mm,AU 

1308. 95 pieces: arcade,amus- 
ement, transit, tax, medals, 
wood,flats,etc. (Est.$25) 

1309. 24 pieces,better quali¬ 
ty tokens & medals than in 
above lot.(Est.$40) 


-T941. 69 pieces: 44 tax toke¬ 
ns plus 25 misc.tokens and 
$7.75 medals.(Est.$7) 

1942. 28 pieces misc.tokens.& 
medals,better quality than 
8*25 above.(Est.$37) 

1989.1Z Sales Tax Penny 1921 
(train,etc)/Simplicity Tax 
.,. ;C,23mm, VF 

29.35 


$ 8.00 

28.10 

5.06 


Kirtley Mail Bid Sale #43, Closed March 14, 1989 


378. Lot of 8 different paper sales 579. Tax tokens. Lot of 145 pieces, 

tax receipts. Avg. EF. $3.20 good. 

379. Tax Tokens. Lot of 31, all 

different. 3 cardboard, 28 wetal. 12.00 

Avg. EF. 

379. Tax tokens. Group of 138 pieces, 

■ixed. 17 cardboard, 121 metal. 3.20 

Avg. F. 


$15.00 


Wall Mail Bid Sale, Closed March 20, 1989 


1605.Pfefferkorn,Schimmel-"Chits 
Chiselers and Funny Money"-PB-1977 
269pp-vith price supp.-xf-very hard 
to cone by 

3032.(Ill)Carbondale Business Mens 
Association-l/4c-al-16mm-unc 

3033.Illinois,Charleston-l/4c-brl6mm-xf 

3034. Illinois, Effingham-1/4c-br-16cmi-xf 

3035. Illinois, Gal va-l/4c-br-16cxi!-vf 

3036. (Ill,Herrin)Token 1 1/2-Token-sq 
al-16nm-xf 

3037.Illinois,Keithsburg-Sales Tax-l/4c 
br-16nm-au 

3038.Illinois,La Salle-l/4c-br-19mm-xf+ 

3039. Illinois, Litchfield-1/4c-br-16mm-f 

3040.Illinois,Moline.East Moline,Silvis 
Sales Tax-1/4c-al-19mm-au 


3041.as last-br-19mm-vf 
$85.0 0 3042. (Ill )Paris-l/4c-br-16mm-xf/au 

3043.Illinois,Rock Island-Sales Tax 
l/4c-al-19mn-au(2sB! thick) 

3044.as last-al-19nm-au(l l/2nm thick) 
1 *3 5 3045.as last-br-19mm-au 

. 3046.(Ill)St.Anne-l/4c-br-16om-xf+ 

3047.Illinois,Pekin-Tazewell County 
1.35 Token-1/4c-br-16ian-xf 

1.0 0 3048.Ky.Louisville-Arctic Ice Co.-Kent 
. -r ucky Sales Tax-on 10c-br-16am-vf 

* 5 3049.hoard of 797 state sales tax 

tokens-not searched-oost states are 
represented-from damaged to unc-when 
did you last see a hoard this size?? 


1.65 

1.00 

1.05 

2.29 


$1,35 

II 

I! 

1.65 

1.00 

1.35 

1.00 

2.10 

32.00 
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463. ,(Dsx Token Error. Louisanna Luxury Tax. 1. RD, AL. Pull brockage reverse. 
Photo. 


$18.45 


New Finds 

NEW MEXICO ... The Editor 

Marty Hartkopf (R-371, Jenkins, MO) recently reported finding a NM #5, the brass 
token, along with some other pieces he acquired. Since the brass token is considered 
R_1 ° in Chits, it was sent to a metallurgist for testing. The finding was that the specimen 
is indeed brass. Really a nice addition to a collection! 



NEW MEXICO 


I found this item recently in a hoard of sales tax tokens that I was asked to appraise. 
Judging from the legend, the State of New Mexico must have distributed some of their 
tokens in envelopes rather than wrappers. The illustration is full size. Printing is red; 
the envelope is buff. 



Bureau at Bawenue 

- EMERGENCY SCHOOL TAX 
DEPARTMENT 

50 TAX TOKENS ; 


(Five Hills) 

Talne 25 Cents / ■ 




Alabama #14 Varieties 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 

Chits, Chiselers and Funny Money, by Pfefferkorn and Schimmei, identifies this 
token as follows: 

"Obv. ALABAMA / STATE / 1 / DEPT. / OF REVENUE 

Rev. SALES TAX / 1 / TOKEN 

14. 23 mm. WHITISH CRAY FIBRE no center hole 
(Numerals 4.0 mm. tall; one line forms numeral)" 

While looking over a pile of these tokens that I had gradually accumulated, I noticed 
that there are some small dots on the reverse of some of them. There are two sizes 
of dots - 2.4 mm. diameter and 3.6 mm. diameter. The smaller dots appear at 3 ° clo _5 k ' 
9 o'clock or both. The larger dots appear at 3.30 o'clock or 8:30 o'clock or both. The 
varieties that can be identified are: 



Continued Page 8 




Three Weeks in May: 

local histories of the Washington 
emergency STTs (part two) 

Tim Davenport (R-232) 

A common misconception about the Washington emergency tax token scrip of 
1935 is the belief that it was used for an extended period of time, i.e., several months. 
This myth is probably the result of the array of expiration dates printed on the scrip 
itself, ranging from late May until August. Neverthe¬ 
less, the evidence indicates that quite to the contrary 
the emergency scrip was used for a very short time 
- roughly the first three weeks of May. 

The end of the token crisis can be dated with 
precision from contemporary news accounts. Time 
and time again the arrival of blue Washington emergency scrip on or about Thursday, 
May 16, is heralded. From that date the shortage was rapidly eradicated through the 
mass issuance of scrip by the state. No further incentive existed for individuals or 
communities to undergo the trouble and expense of producing their own tokens and 
no further mention of such tokens appeared in the press. The crisis was over by May 21st. 

BREMERTON 


3* TAX TOKEN SCRIP ‘S 

j tAiOW PURCHASE fl© CENTS OR LESS 

I this $c*» wm u ttD* £ m cash wr tw t tax comkis s to% 
luKr*p*tsyfTATio« irmMpmo* towjwtthik sixty mts 
J(» friRweiici*OT«ofCAaro«RtDtMni«of7>ii$ skies 

■MX UAWa H3B SERIES 


Although doubtlessly the only town in the state with regular newspaper columns 
entitled "Navy Orders" and "In the Navy Yard," Bremerton proved no exception with 
the woefully small quantity of aluminum tax tokens received from the state by May 1. 
Just 4000 tokens, a mere $8 in face value, were available to the town's merchants and 
consumers on the first day of the new 296 tax.^) This lack of tokens "caused many 
merchants to collect the tax in even cents and brought forth loud complaints from cus¬ 
tomers," the local paper noted. Indeed, in the rough and tumble shipyard town "arguments 
and near fights were numerous" over the lack of change for the pennyJ 2 ) 

It was noted that the shortage of tokens was felt most acutely by restaurants 
and dime stores with low average sales totals. Merchants were forced to take a full 
cent tax on small sales, angering the customer, or absorb the cost themselves, an expen¬ 
sive proposition over time. Department stores, on the other hand, had little difficulty 
collecting the tax on larger purchases in whole cents. 

Contrary to the initial assurances from a local tax official that the shortage would 
last only "three or four days,'" 3 ) the token crisis in Bremerton lasted at least until May 16 
when the first blue state scrip started to arrive.^) 

No privately issued tokens are known to have been issued by Bremerton merchants 
in the meantime. 

EVERETT 


Everett merchants were well-prepared to deal with their token shortage. On 
Tuesday afternoon, April 30, a group got together and worked out a temporary bracket 
system exempting all purchases of less than 25 cents from tax and calling for collections 
in whole cents.* This bracket system was duly publicized the next day, along with 



hopes that merchants and shoppers would back this system until the state was able to 
catch up with its token supply. Local tax collector Harold Walsh expressed a hope that 
the troubling situation would be ended "within a week."^' 


McClinfon’s and 
• Tavern Cafe 

• ,»TO« MtWITT 

Good Until Tokens 

^ **«it nnj 


Reaction to the temporary bracket system was subdued, 
probably as a result of the high exempt sales total. 
"On rare occasion only was the customer found who 
protested vigorously," the evening paper remarked.^) 

The use of the bracket system was not universal, however. 
It was noted that "some businesses have had little cards 
printed that simply state 'good until tokens."' ^ A 
single example of such a token, issued for A. J. 
McCIinton's Cigar Store and Tavern Cafe, has been 
discovered to date. 


TACOMA 


"Hens' teeth were numerous in Tacoma in comparison to the elusive little sales 
tax tokens that everyone was supposed to possess," a writer for the Tacoma News Tribune 
lamented at the end of the first confusing day of the new Washington sales tax.l yj Just 
15,000 tokens were made available to the small city, a laughably small quantity. Worse 
still, the initial report from the state indicated that it might be 10 days before the 
full two million aluminum tokens ordered could be put into circulation.^^ 

/ 

A local chain store manager put the problem neatly. "The new tax is just raising 
the devil with us," he said. "We haven't any tokens and most of our sales are under 
25 cents. If we charge a penny tax on that then we are collecting more than a 4 per 
cent tax. It looks like we stand the losers until we get some tokens."^'^ 


Many local merchants took matters into their own hands by issuing their own tokens. 
A number of these have only just now come to light. On the next page, through the 
courtesy of ATTS member Dick Lane, appear a number of newly discovered types of 
Washington emergency scrip. Ail are believed to be from Tacoma, with the possible 
exception of the two bakery tokens, which remain mavericks. The E. A. Wilbur token 
is particularly attractive, one of the nicest pieces of tax token scrip known to date. 


By no means did all of Tacoma's merchants resort to the use of private tokens, 
however. Others used bracket systems that exempted sales of less than 15, 20 or 25 
cents from taxation.^ 2) Nonetheless, the shortage of tokens was acutely felt. On 
May 10 the local paper warned that "the rising wrath of Tacoma merchants will soon 
be reverberating down at Olympia if the state tax commission doesn't soon come through 
with a few hundred thousand more tax tokens."^ 3) Only 45,000 tokens had been circu¬ 
lated to that date in the city, "not enough, in fact, to conduct the business of a city 
one-tenth the size of Tacoma."^ ^ 


Relief was soon coming in the form of the blue state-issued scrip. About 200,000 
pieces of scrip were delivered to Tacoma tax authorities on Thursday, May 16, with 
an additional 300,000 pieces expected the following day.^ 15 ^ 


Tacoma's crisis was at an end. 





STEVENSON 


Stevenson, a small town in Southern Washington on the banks of the Columbia 
River, was probably the last Washington community to issue its own tokens during the 
shortage of May 1935. It was only on Wednesday, May 15, that 5,000 tokens were printed 
in the offices of the local weekly, the Skamania County Pioneer. |S/l. W. Beck, Vice 
President of the Bank of Stevenson, was in charge of their production. The bank bore 
the expense of printing the tokens and handled their distribution as well. 


By 10 A.M., the supply of tokens had been ex¬ 
hausted. A second printing of 10,000 tokens was 
ordered. These tokens were available for distribution 
by the morning of the next day.^7) 

Not only Stevenson merchants, but also those 
from the neighboring towns of North Bonneville and 
Carson used the orange scrip, according to news ac¬ 
counts. 

Pioneer publisher Paul D. Ratliff noted that the token idea had been borrowed 
from other Washington towns, who were using scrip "due to the inconvenience and the 
extra cost of being without state tokens."^The scrip proved an ideal vehicle to pro¬ 
mote Stevenson's big Fourth of July celebration, an ad for which appeared at the bottom 
of each token. Whether Stevenson's tokens were actually used until this date remains 













a matter of conjecture. By then, certainly, the state had caught up with its supply; 
the printing of 15,000 pieces of scrip was vast for such a small town, however, and it 
is entirely possible that Stevenson scrip continued to circulate alongside the official 
state issue. 

PROSSER 


on a 


The Commercial Club of Prosser, a small town in Eastern Washington, agreed 
standard bracket system for use by the community's merchants:' 1 


1-144 no tax 

15-644 14 tax 

65-$1.24 24 tax 
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To be continued .... 


Continued from Page 4 
Alabama #14 Varieties 

- Background is plain - i.e., no dots 

- 2.4 mm. raised dot at 3 o'clock 

- 2.4 mm. raised dot at 9 o'clock 

- 2.4 mm. raised dot at 3 and 9 

- 3.6 mm. raised dot at 3.30 

- 3.6 mm. raised dot at 8:30 

- 3.6 mm. raised dot at 3:30 and 8:30 

As far as I can judge on the basis of what I have, the first, second and third varieties 
above are common, particularly the first one, which has no dots. The others are possibly 
R-2 or R-3. 




California 1933 

based on original research by 
Don Barsi (R-382) 

* * * ** * ************************************************************************* 

Although California never issued sales tax tokens or coupons for circulation, the 
idea was hotly debated back in 1933, before any other state had issued tokens. The 
course of this debate may be followed in the following excerpts of articles appearing 
in the San Francisco press. 

Some of these articles have previously appeared in their original form in ATTS 
Newsletter 63 and 64. Tim Davenport prepared these extracts so that the material 
would be more readable. 

******************************************************************************* 

SALES TAX FOR STATE BACKED BY VANDEGRIFT 

San Francisco Examiner July 4, 1933 

Specific proposals for balancing the State budget and raising the additional revenue 
required under the constitutional amendment adopted June 27 were made yesterday 
by Rolland A. Vandegrift, State director of finance, according to Associated Press dis¬ 
patches from Sacramento. 

All together, Vandegrift said, the Legislature must raise $120,000,000 in new 
revenue to keep the State "out of the red" in the biennium that began Saturday. 

If new taxes are necessary, Vandegrift said he favors a sales tax at a low rate. 
A 2 per cent sales tax, the finance director predicted, would bring in $60,000,000 
a biennium, and a 3 per cent tax would return $85,000,000 . . . 


LEGISLATIVE GROUP BEGINS DRAFTING OF RETAIL SALES TAX 

San Francisco Chronicle July 14, 1933 

Drafting of a State consumer retail sales tax on tangible property which would 
touch the pocketbook of every citizen of California was begun yesterday for presentation 
to the Legislature next Monday (July 17. -T.D.). 

The joint committee went on record as favoring the principle of a consumer's 
retail sales tax. 

The rate of the proposed consumer's retail sales tax will be somewhere between 
2 and 3 per cent of a sale price, it was indicated . . . 

Collection of the proposed sales taxes through the use of stamps placed on each 
purchase by the seller on a graduated scale basis was proposed by William Haedler, 
representing the Alliance of Retail Trade Associations of Northern California. Haedler 
said the proposal was also backed by the San Franciso Retail Merchants' Association, 
the Oakland Retail Merchants' Association and the Retail Dry Goods Association of 
San Francisco . . . 


(JOINT COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS RATE) 

San Francisco Examiner July 16, 1933 

A general retail sales tax of 2'4 per cent was tentatively recommended yesterday 
by the joint legislative committee on taxation and finance. 





The committee of fourteen, which has been meeting here for the last three days, 
wrote this figure into the bill submitted by a sub-committee headed by Ralph E. Swing. 

After agreeing on the 2 % per cent levy on all retail sales of tangible personal 
commodities and recommending certain exemptions from the provisions of the act, 
the committee adjourned. It will meet again in Sacramento on Monday, when a revised 
draft of the bill is expected to be ready . . . 


(2.5 % TAX RATE CALLED INSUFFICIENT) 

San Francisco Chronicle July 18, 1933 

. . . Efforts to speed up the work of the Legislature appear to have hit a snag 
late today because of an impending row over the various taxation measures. 

State Controller Ray L. Riley and Fred E. Stewart, director of the State Tax Re¬ 
search Bureau, attacked the proposed 2 \ per cent retail sales tax as being insufficient 
to meet State financial needs. They held that a 3 per cent tax would be necessary in 
order to raise between $105,000,000 and $1 10,000,000 toward meeting the expected 
State deficit during the next two years. 

The 2 \ per cent tax, the two State officials said, would raise but $80,000,000 
biennially . . . 

Representatives of retail merchants are here advocating the collection of the 
proposed tax through the stamp method . . . 


3 PER CENT RETAIL SALES TAX PASSED BY SENATE, 32 TO 3 

San Francisco Examiner July 20, 1933 

By a vote of 32 to 3, the State Senate tonight gave final passage to the 3 per cent 
general retail sales tax bill. 

The measure will go to the Assembly tomorrow. It was learned tonight that distinct 
and decided opposition to the adoption of a net personal income tax, or any other form 
of supplementary new taxation, has developed in the lower House. 

Although a coalition of farm and labor groups announced it will make a vigorous 
fight to jam through the income tax, on a threat of killing the sales tax entirely, all 
indications were that it would be unsuccessful . . . 


SALES TAX REDUCED TO 2\ PER CENT IN ASSEMBLY VOTE 

San Francisco Examiner July 22, 1933 

As a compromise move, the sponsors of the 3 per cent general retail sales tax 
bill late today accepted an amendment reducing the rate to 2 \ per cent. 

The amendment was offered by Assemblyman Lawrence Cobb, and adopted by 
the Assembly after a brief debate. 

As a consideration for the lowered rate, Assemblyman B. J. Feigenbaum of San 
Francisco withdrew his proposed amendment reducing the rate to 2 per cent. 

"The 2 % per cent rate," Feigenbaum said, "still leaves the way open for consideration 
of exemptions. If the whole bill finally goes to a conference committee, this agreement 
on the 2 \ per cent rate means that one important, phase of the controversy, at least, 
already has been settled." 

Concurrence of the Senate on the 2 \ per cent rate has been pledged, on condition 
that no exemptions are voted. 

This means that after August 1, a 2 \ per cent tax will be in force in California 
on virtually every item of tangible personal property, and that so far as possible, the 
tax will be passed on to the consumer . . . 



SENATE APPROVES CONFERENCE SALES LEVY OF 2\ PER CENT 

San Francisco Examiner July 26, 1933 


After jockeying for two hours in an effort to force the Senate into passage of 
the income tax bill, the Assembly tonight adjourned without taking final action on the 
sales tax bill. Debate will be resumed tomorrow (July 26. -T.D.). 

Deadlocked over the rate of sales tax, the two houses yesterday sent the dispute 
to a free conference committee of three Senators and three Assemblymen. The Senate 
had adopted a 3 per cent tax on retail sales of tangible personal property, and the Assem¬ 
bly a 2 per cent rate (sic. ). 

The free conference today recommended a compromise rate of 2% per cent, with 
a provision automatically reducing the rate to 2 per cent on July 1, 1935. This was 
based on the assumption that the improvement of business would produce more sales 
tax revenue than was needed by that time and on other adjustments in the tax situation 
which will be made under the Riley plan. 

The Senate promptly approved the report of the conference committee. If the 
Assembly also approves it, the bill would become a law effective August 1, if signed 
by the Governor ... 


SALES LEVY FATE UP TO ROLPH TODAY 

San Francisco Chronicle July 31, 1933 

California's new general 2k per cent State retail sales tax law is scheduled to 
become effective at midnight tonight unless Governor Rolph should suddenly decide 
to kill by a veto the statute enacted by the recent Legislature. 

Confusion over the workings of the sales tax exists everywhere. But the members 
of the State Board of Equalization and their experts are busy formulating a program 
for putting into effect the new tax, which, it is estimated, will raise from $80,000,000 
to $100,000,000. 

The Governor is due at his Sacramento office today from his tour with the visiting 
Governors ... 

That the Governor will sign the sales tax law appears to be pretty certain . . . 

Practically everything purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Citizen from tomorrow on will 
be subject to the retail sales tax. Taxed gasoline, gas, electricity and water, when 
"delivered to consumers through mains, lines or pipes," are exempt. But foodstuffs, 
a cigar, a new hat, meals in restaurants, every glass of beer, chewing gum, a powder 
puff, an automobile and so on will be hit by the 2k per cent tax ... 

The 2k per cent tax must be paid on every sale, no matter how small. But, for 
the convenience of the merchants, a plan of spreading the tax so as to average 2k per 
cent . . . has been suggested. This plan, effecting only the merchants, starts an average 
tax at 1 cent on purchases from 15 to 59 cents to a 5-cent tax on purchases from $1.91 
to $2.30 and for each 40 cents an additional 1 cent tax. 


. . . TAX ON SALES SIGNED, STARTS TODAY 

San Francisco Chronicle August 1, 1933 

California's new 2k per cent general State retail sales tax law became effective 
at midnight last night . . . 

The Governor said the sales tax was "the only real revenue producing measure 
passed by the Legislature." 

The 2k per cent sales tax will be levied against foodstuffs, as well as practically 
every other purchase made from any retail merchant. . . The 2k per cent tax rate will 
remain in effect until June 30, 1935, when the rate will be dropped to 2 per cent. 



Affixing his signature to the sales tax law shortly before 1 o'clock yesterday, 
the Governor immediately spiked efforts of some of the lawmakers to have him call 
a special session of the Legislature to boost the tax rate to 3 per cent . . . 


HERE'S SCHEDULE OF WHAT YOU'LL PAY IN BUYING 

San Francisco Examiner August 1, 1933 

Here is the sales tax schedule voluntarily agreed upon by retail merchants and 
the State Board of Equalization. It is designed to spread the tax so that it will average 
2 H per cent on all sales: 

On sales from 1 cent to 14 cents - no tax. 

On sales from 15 cents to 59 cents - 1 cent. 

Sales from 60 cents to $1.05 - 2 cents. 

From $1.06 to $1.49 - 3 cents. 

From $1.50 to $1.99 - 4 cents. 

From $1.91 to $2.30 - 5 cents. 

From each 40 cents thereafter 1 cent additional tax. 


STORE TRADE HERE NORMAL DESPITE LEVY 

San Francisco Examiner August 2, 1933 

With storekeepers and merchants acting as collectors, the consumers of California 
began contributing directly to the cost of State Government yesterday - contributing 
per cent of the amount of every purchase into the State treasury in accordance with 
the new retail sales tax. 

Despite the suddenness with which the new system went into operation, little 
confusion was discernible in the larger San Francisco stores . . . 

Although actual paying and collection of the tax went smoothly, the 
merchant-collectors were confronted by scores of puzzling situations. All day long, 
they flooded the Chamber of Commerce and the local office of the State Board of Equal¬ 
ization with queries concerning the tax . . . 

(A) fertile case for questions was the sale below 14 cents. Dispatches from Sacra¬ 
mento declared that the Equalization Board was deluged with queries from merchants 
wondering how to square up a large volume of such sales - tax exempt under a voluntary 
agreement - with the total volume of sales, the actual basis (upon which) the 7\ per 
cent levy must be computed. 

To all such questions officials replied: 

"We don't care how you pass on the tax. That is your problem. We are interested 
only in 2 X per cent on the gross, and in the fact that this somehow is passed along to 
the consumer. Above all, remember, you can't tell anybody you are absorbing the tax 
because such a statement would violate the law." . . . 


PROSECUTION IN VIEW FOR SALES TAX PROFITEERS 

San Francisco Examiner August 9, 1933 

Complaints that some California merchants are profiteering under the sales tax, 
by charging consumers more than the legal 2\ per cent levy, brought the prompt threat 
of prosecution yesterday by members of the State Board of Equalization in Sacramento. 

"Information has reached me," declared Prof. Roger Traynor, chief of the sales 
tax division, "that a number of merchants are collecting a one cent tax on articles retail¬ 
ing for less than 15 cents, which is tantamount to an 8 per cent tax." . . . 



"We are cognizant that some merchants are profiteering on the State tax," Traynor 
said, "and we have the power to prosecute. One of the first duties given our field repre¬ 
sentatives will be to ferret out these flagrant violations of the law and put a stop to 
the practice . . ." 

Under the direction of Barnett Sheehan, San Francisco administrator, a flying 
squadron of eight men began a circuit of the city's retail establishments distributing 
licenses. 

Sheehan received tacit sanction from Sacramento for a plan suggested by a group 
of Mission District merchants. Struggling with the necessity of collecting taxes on 
small purchases, they proposed issuance of tax cards, to be sold for 10 cents each. 
As the holder of the card made purchases, the amount would be punched in the card 
as meal tickets are punched. Each card would represent $4 worth of sales. 



TAX STAMP TO EQUALIZE NEW LEVY PROPOSED 

San Francisco Examiner August 10, 1933 

From the spacious offices of the State capitol to the teeming alleys of San Fran¬ 
cisco's Chinatown, the campaign to make the State sales tax "fool-proof" ranged yester¬ 
day. 

At Sacramento, the State Board of Equalization announced it is studying a tax 
stamp plan which will assure exact collections of the 2% per cent tax down to a minute 
fraction of a cent. 

The plan is held the only equitable solution of the problem of 5-and-10-cent items, 
and is designed to save consumers from paying one whole cent as the tax on a 15-cent 
purchase. 

Meanwhile, in Chinatown, the Chinese-American Citizens' Alliance conducted 
an educational campaign. Simplified versions of the sales tax law were translated into 
Chinese by Attorney Kenneth Fong, executive secretary of the organization, and posted 
in all Chinatown shops. 

"The tax is easier for Chinese to understand than for other citizens, perhaps," 
Fong explained, "because there is a very similar tax in China." 

Under the State Board's plan, the State will sell books of one-eighth cent stamps 
to citizens. One-eighth of a cent is the exact tax on a five cent purchase. 

On all purchases from 5 to 15 cents, one stamp for each five cents would be de¬ 
tached from the book by the retailer. On purchases over 40 cents and under 80 cents, 
the buyer would pay 1 cent plus the requisite number of stamps, and so on. 

Each quarter, retailers would remit the stamps to the Board of Equalization in 
partial payment of the sales tax, the balance being made up in money. The stamps 
would probably be sold in books of two hundred, costing 25 cents. Retail shops and 
certain public offices selected by the board would sell the stamps. 

In Fong's offices at 1044 Stockton Street yesterday. Miss Ada Look displayed the 
stamps affixed to the bill for a dress imported from China, in accordance with the system 
of sales tax collection there. 

The tax stamp plan was approved in theory by Prof. Roger Traynor, chief of the 
sales tax division, and Deputy State Attorney General H. H. Linney after an all-day 
conference on sales tax problems here yesterday. 

They advocated a "wider adoption" of the stamp books already sold by some 
five-and-ten cent stores. 



STATE TO ACT ON SALES TAX PROFITEERING 

San Francisco Examiner August 12, 1933 


Answering criticism directed at the administration of the new 2k per cent retail 
sales tax, members of the State Board of Equalization said today (Aug. 11. - T.D.) they 
can and will take steps to prevent profiteering and that they suggest a scrip medium 
to cover the tax in low price brackets . . . 

Members of the State board considered the problem today and then issued a state¬ 
ment saying "it is becoming evident that through the failure of retail merchants to 
cooperate 100 per cent on the break-down system, whereby the tax is not collected 
on sales under 14 cents, the public is being imposed upon. 

"The reason for this," the board stated, "is that some merchants are adding a tax 
of 1 cent to 5 and 10-cent sales, which makes the sales tax 20 or 10 percent, respectively. 
This can only be considered as profiteering because the State collects but 2k per cent 
of such a sale." 

The board offered for consideration of the public issuance of stamp books, costing 
25 cents each, containing 200 stamps of 1/8-cent denomination. Whenever a 5-cent 
sale is made the customer would give the merchant one stamp. The stamps would be 
used on all sales up to and including 39 cents. A 40-cent sale would take a penny for 
tax and sales between 40 and 80 cents would take a 1-cent tax plus stamps to cover 
the fractions involved, 80 cents, a 2-cent tax, et cetera. 

The scrip or coupon idea was received favorably by representatives of the State 
Chamber of Commerce when they discussed it with Board of Equalization members 
here Thursday. The board wants to get public reaction to the plan before putting it 
into action. . . 


BOARD TO IRON OUT SALES TAX 

San Francisco Examiner August 16, 1933 

A new attempt to correct reported inequalities in the collection of the 2k per 
cent State sales tax was made by the Board of Equalization at an executive meeting 
in Sacramento today (Aug. 15. -T.D.). 

No definite action was taken, but Board members declared they were convinced 
some method should be provided for collection of the tax in units of less than one cent. 
At present retailers begin collecting on sales of 15 cents, but a one-cent tax on a 15-cent 
purchase, it was pointed out, actually is more than 6 per cent. 

Retailers pay 2k per cent tax on their gross volume of sales. Many complaints 
have been received that certain retailers are using the tax to overcharge their customers. 
A "breakdown" which would permit collection from the customer of the exact amount 
of the tax on each sale would assure equity, the Board decided today. 

All tentative methods discussed involve issuance of some sort of token in denomi¬ 
nations of one-eighth of one cent - the amount of tax on the five-cent sale. The Board 
discussed a stamp-tax, under which the smaii-denomination stamps would be placed 
on the articles sold or the cash-register receipt therefor, a coupon-book plan, or a metal 
token. 

One of the difficulties is avoiding the issuance of anything which could be used 
for money, a violation of the Federal Constitution. 


SALES TAX MAY FORCE ISSUE OF NEW COIN 

San Francisco Chronicle August 18, 1933 

The Federal Government may be asked to issue coins of smaller denominations 
than 1 cent in order to make it possible to collect the State sales tax on very small 
purchases, Roger J. Traynor, director of the sales tax division, revealed at Sacramento 
yesterday. 



15 


Unless the State Board of Equalization makes this request, and it is granted, some 
other method, such as printed scrip or stamps, may be used to clarify the many problems 
of tax collection, according to Fred E. Stewart, member of the board. . . 


STATE WON'T ISSUE SALES TAX COUPONS 

San Francisco Chronicle August 24, 1933 

The State Board of Equalization announced definitely today (Aug. 23. -T.D.) it 
would not issue stamps, tokens or coupons for fractions of a cent, as proposed in adminis¬ 
tration of the 2% per cent sales tax law. 

The board stated that merchants can, if they wish, issue "house money" in fractions 
of a cent to facilitate collection of a tax on small purchases. 

In announcing the decision the board flatly declared collection of the penny tax 
on 5 and 10-cent sales "is entirely beyond justification," and that "such profiteering 
and chiseling under the guise of taxation will be stamped out at all costs." 

The board stated that collection of a penny tax on items less than 15 cents is 
"frowned upon" as unjustifiable and in violation of the letter and spirit of the law. 

"The board has no objections whatever to any system which the merchants may 
work out on small sales," the board stated, "providing the total tax collected is not 
more than 2% per cent as required by law. . ." 


SALES TAX TOKENS TO BE COINED FOR USE BY MERCHANTS 

San Francisco Examiner September 14, 1933 

The State Board of Equalization today (Sept. 13. -T.D.) announced it had reached 
an agreement with merchants of the State providing: 

1 - That the Board will coin a new kind of money, called "merchant money" of 
one-eighth cent denomination, to be used in collecting the 2h per cent retail sales tax. 

2 - That the merchants will repay the State for the cost of coinage and distribution 
of th new "money." 

3 - That the merchants will "not incite agitation against the tax nor use their 
position as collectors of the tax to attempt to undermine or repeal it." 

The agreement was announced by the Board as a result of an all-day conference 
with the Board here yesterday participated in by more than 100 representatives of mer¬ 
chants' organizations from all parts of California. 

The design for the "merchant money" will be submitted to the Board by the mer¬ 
chants. It is planned to cast the coins in some metal cheap enough to approximate their 
value, but rare enough to discourage counterfeiting. The Board estimated that the 
new money would be ready in from two weeks to a month. 

The coins will not bear the name of the State of California, nor its great seal, 
since the Federal constitution reserves to the Federal government the exclusive power 
of coinage. It will be strictly "merchant money" and have no guaranteed exchange value. 
Each one-eighth cent coin will pay the sales tax on a five-cent purchase. 

A State revolving fund will be set up to provide for the coinage, but the cost must 
be refunded to the State by the merchants at the end of the year. 

The meeting yesterday was called to protest the "one price" plan for collecting 
the tax. Merchant organizations represented were unanimous in their opposition to 
the plan, which called for the inclusion of the amount of the tax in the sales price quoted 
for merchandise. 

After an open meeting, two executive conferences were held at which time the 
merchants finally put forward their request for a token system, explaining that numerous 
inequalities resulted from the present "breakdown" system of collecting the tax on 
odd-priced sales . . . 



The Board issued the following statement: 

"The Board has agreed to assist merchants in issuance of 'merchant tokens' in 
denominations of one-eighth of a cent. The State will supervise issuance of these tokens, 
advancing to merchants funds necessary for coinage of tokens. These funds to be repaid 
by merchants. 

"Tokens will not carry the name of the State of California, nor the Great Seal 
of California, nor will they be backed by the credit of the State. In effect, they will 
be 'merchant money,' issued under State supervision merely for sake of convenience 
and uniformity. 

"When tokens are available, the Board will then insist on complete abandonment 
of the 'breakdown system' and will prohibit collection by any merchant of more than 
the exact tax (at least within one-eighth of a cent) on any sales. 

"This, we believe, will be a guarantee of fair competition as between merchants, 
and a safeguard to the public against excessive and unjust taxation. 

"The Board has been assured by merchants that they will not incite agitation against 
the tax, nor use their position as collectors of the tax to attempt to undermine or repeal 
it." 

R. P. Connally of The Emporium has been commissioned by the merchants', organi¬ 
zations to confer with authorities at the San Francisco Mint regarding types of metal, 
dies, cost of production, etc. 

He is seeking a metal of different color from cents or dimes which will not be 
confused with street car tokens. The coin probably will say "Good for California State 
sales tax on 5 cent purchase." 


STATE SALES TAX TOKENS TO BE ISSUED 

San Francisco Chronicle September 14, 1933 

The State Board of Equalization and the retail merchants of the State reached 
an accord today (Sept. 13. -T.D.) by which the board will supervise the issuance of tokens 
of 1/8 of a cent in value by merchants which will be used by consumers in the payment 
of the State sales tax. 

The agreement came after a gaeneral meeting of the leading retail merchant 
associations with the board, followed by committee conferences that lasted most of 
the night and the greater part of today. 

R. P. Connally, prominent San Francisco merchant, was empowered by the board 
to arrange with the San Francisco Mint for the coinage of the tokens, which will be 
about the size of the average street car token and will bear the inscription "Good for 
sales tax on a 5-cent purchase." 

The tokens will be handled by the banks, who will furnish them to the retailers. 
The consumer will get them when he makes his first purchase after the tokens are avail¬ 
able by paying 1 cent on a 5-cent purchase and receiving seven tokens in return. 

The State board announced it would not assume authority for the tokens and that 
merchants are to redeem them on demand. The color of the tokens and the metal to 
be used in them is still to be decided. . . 


OFFICIALS MAP DESIGN FOR TAX TOKENS 

San Francisco Chronicle September 20, 1933 

The design for "merchant money," to be used as tokens in the payment of the 
sales tax in amount less than 1 cent, was tentatively approved here today. 

It will be made of aluminum, midway between a nickel and quarter in size and 
octagonal in shape. On the face will appear the words: 

"Good for tax on a 5-cent purchase." 

On the reverse side will be the words: 

"Not redeemable in cash or trade." 


Officials of the State Board of Equalization said the token will be unlike any other 
coin or token in circulation, cannot be confused with money or other tokens in use, 
and cannot be used in slot machines or other vending devices. 

The token will represent 1/8 cent in sales tax, the amount chargeable on each 
5-cent purchase. Eight of these tokens may be purchased for a penny. A person making 
a 10-cent purchase, for example, would give two tokens as the tax. A 35-cent purchase 
would require seven tokens. For a 40-cent purchase a person would pay a penny, and 
for a 50-cent purchase a penny and two tokens. 

Representatives of retail merchant groups conferring with the board were in agree¬ 
ment that the token plan would lead to the collection of the exact amount of the tax 
due, thus ending profiteering and unfair competition. 

Comprising the merchants' committee are R. P. Connally, San Francisco: R. L. 
Combs, Los Angeles; H. B. Galbraith, Long Beach; A. M. Baugar, Los Angeles; and Dennis 
Donohoe, San Francisco. 

This group will confer in San Francisco in three or four days with Roger J. Traynor, 
chief of the State Division of Sales Tax, on the precise design of the tokens and make 
arrangement for its issue to the merchants. 



Mining for Tax Tokens 

Tom Hoiifield L-327 

Over a year ago, I decided to trade some of my duplicate world currency for tax 
tokens. I placed an ad to run for a year in Restrike . After getting only limited results 
for some months, I placed another ad offering to "buy" tokens, again with limited results. 

After buying only a few dozen tokens over many weeks, I decided to expand. 
I placed the ad in Coin World and Numismatic News, and then in several local "Shopper's 
Guides" that you see in supermarkets. The latter ads were placed in several different 
areas of the country. 

All of these ads brought results, some more than others. I was able to buy more 
"junk tokens" than I will ever need, and I sure met some very interesting characters 
as I "shopped" around the country. One old gentleman in Texas sent me a box of food 
stamp tokens all wrapped and sorted individually. I didn't have the heart to send them 
back and explain what a sales tax token is. Another fellow in Missouri wrote to say 
that he had a box of MO zinc tokens that had been stored in his basement for about 
30 years in conditions less than optimal, I suppose. He asked me to quote him a price 
per pound "as he could not separate and count them." Seems he had about 80 lbs. Need¬ 
less to say, I didn't want them. 

And George Hosek (R-372) responded that he didn't have any tokens for sale but 
knew of others who did. Thanks to George, his notes to various people have done more 
good than all the ads together. I have so many tokens now that it will take weeks to 
sort them out. 

I have learned a few lessons from all of this. There are "'tax tokens" scattered 
the length and breadth of our nation. There are people out there who don't even know 
that tax tokens exist or what a tax token is. Other questions unanswered include avail¬ 
ability (rarity of certain tokens), pricing (which token is worth how much), and are there 
any people out there who are really concerned about STTs? Results of my little survey 
remain inconclusive. 

By the way, I still have the duplicate world banknotes. Seems no one wanted to 
trade for them. 



18 Washington #123,124,125 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 

These tokens are among the many Tenino wooden sales tax tokens. They are not 
cataloged in Jerry Schimmel's State-Issued catalog because they were locally-issued. 
Chits catalogs them as: 

Obv. REDEEMABLE / For Sales Tax / l-5th Cent / 

Thurston County / Independent / TENINO, WASH. 

Rev. (donkey walking r.) 

123 25 mm. x 25 mm. GREEN PRINTING ON WOOD 


Obv. REDEEMABLE / For Sales Tax / 1-5th Cent / 

Thurston County / Independent / TENINO, WASH. 

Rev. (donkey walking I.) 

124 25 mm. x 25 mm. GREEN PRINTING ON WOOD 

We know that Don Major, who owned the Thurston County Independent, printed 
wooden tokens for whatever business ordered them, sometimes more than once. He 
didn't worry about standardization other than the basic legend. He set up what had 
been ordered each time it was printed. He printed a lot of tokens for his own business, 
the Independent . Therefore, we might expect that the legends on the various Thurston 
County Independent tokens would vary. 

In the cases of several other Tenino tokens. Chits not only identifies types but 
also indicates some varieties on the basis of the size of the letters in a line or the length 
of the line or some other characteristic. However, nothing has been reported for #123 
or #124 as far as I know. 

These tokens are among the more common of the Teninos, so I’ve accumulated 
several of each. Since we want the new catalog—if and when we ever get it done to 
include as much information as possible about major varieties, I undertook an examination 
of these tokens in my possession, using a 20X magnifier. I concentrated on determining 
whether the alignments of the lines were the same in all cases. To do so, I looked at 
the top three lines (B in REDEEMABLE, T in TAX, n in cent) to see how they lined up 
with each other vertically. I did the same with the bottom three lines (n in County, 
t in Independent, S in WASH). Then I checked the top three against the bottom three. 
Because there has been occasional comment about the thickness of the wood being a 
variety. I also measured the thickness of each token using a .1 mm. vernier caliper. 

I expected there would be some unreported "typeset" varieties of both tokens. 
I found eight for #123 and seven for #124. The sketches of them are reprinted on the 
following page for those of you who want to sort out any you have. I've drawn a few 
light lines here and there to help the process. 

I also compared the #123 typsetting varieties with the #124 varieties, on the chance 
that Don had kept a plate and just put a different donkey on the reverse. As you can 
see by a comparison of the sketches, there are a few that are pretty close to the same, 
but several in each case that are different. 






#123 


19 



H 


x 



20 


Are these all there are for #123 and #124? I doubt it. They were set by hand. 
Assuming some sort of plate size, there would almost have to be at least one more for 
#124 because I've found only seven for it and eight for #123. But we also have infor¬ 
mation that they may have been printed in strips of five or perhaps cards of ten, which 
suggests that there should be at least ten varieties for each. 

Do other Tenino tokens have this many varieties? We don't know. My guess would 
be that there are quite a few typesetting varieties, perhaps either five or ten, for most 
tokens. It's impossible to tell whether there are varieties when you have only one of 
the tokens, or so few that there might not be any varieties in what you have. Unfortu¬ 
nately, no one that I know of has a large enough hoard of them that we can examine 
all of them and get some sort of idea. What I'd really like to do is borrow from every 
member who will loan them to me, all at the same time, all his or her Tenino tokens. 
Then I could do some comparisons and see what we can discover on the basis of a larger 
inventory. That's a lot of trouble for everyone and a lot of work for me, to tell the 
truth, but really should be done. So, if you want to loan me your Tenino tokens. I'll 
make some comparisons and see if we can identify any more Tenino varieties. Drop 
me a line and tell me what you have, if you are interested in participating in such a 
group effort. After I hear from some of you. I'll try to set up a specific date when every¬ 
one can send them, so I can compare all. 


WASHINGTON #125 

This is the Tenino E. E. Walker token. It is cataloged in Chits as: 

Obv. REDEEMABLE / For Sales Tax / 1-5th Cent / E. E. 

WALKER / Watkins Dealer / TENINO, WASH. 

Rev. blank 

125 25 mm. x 25 mm. BLUE-GREEN PRINTING ON WOOD 

(Note: Di Bella reported printing size varieties 
which have not been confirmed.) 

I have recently had an opportunity to examine thirteen of these tokens. On a 
separate sheet, I have reprinted blowups (30096) of four of them. I thought you might 
want to try your eyes on these things and see if you think there are any varieties. Maybe 
there are, maybe there aren't. You might start by comparing the lineups of the Sa in 
Sales with the h in 5th on each of the tokens. Then you might compare the lineups of 
the ax in Tax, t in Cent, and E in WALKER. I've also provided a sheet for you to send 
back to me to let me know whether you think there are varieties or not. 





OH: Sales Tax 
Receipt Designs 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L—279) 


In ATTS Newsletter Vol. 2 No. 5 (Nov. - Dec. 1972), Jerry Schimmel provided illus¬ 
trations and descriptions of TYPES of Ohio Prepaid Receipts. (One of the illustrations 
was incorrect; a corrected illustration was sent along with the next newsletter.) 


In Chits, Chiselers and Funny Money, Pfefferkorn and Schimmel provided illustra¬ 
tions and descriptions of DESIGNS of State Issued Tax Receipts. The illustrations and 
designs are the same as in Schimmel's article, but the numbering is somewhat different. 
These illustrations are reproduced below, with part of the descriptive information. Note 
that TYPE C covers DESIGNS #3 and #4, and TYPE E is not covered by a DESIGN. 
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Type A: Monocolor ink; no control 
letter or serial number; buff paper. 


Design #1: All printing the same 
color; 1935 Columbian design. 


Type B: Same design as Type A, but 
bicolor ink; control letters and serial 
numbers; orange, white, or gray paper. 

Design #2: Same as Design #1, but 
bicolor ink; 1936 Columbian design. 



Type C: Bicolor ink; control letters 
and serial numbers; landscape in 
American printing is different from 
the other printings; orange, yellow, 
blue or gray paper. 

Design #3: Bicolor ink; short rays 
and no sun in seal; 1939 American 
design. 

Design #4: Bicolor ink; sun's rays 
are longer; 1939 Columbian design. 
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Type D: Bicolor ink; control letters 
and serial numbers; sun and rays in 
state seal; paper color not mentioned. 



Type F: Bicolor ink; no sun visible 
in state seal; control letters and serial 
numbers; paper color not mentioned. 


Design #5: Two colors; sun in seal; 
1952 Columbian design. 


Design #6: Bicolor ink; no sun in seal; 
1954 Merrick design. 
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Type E: Same as Type D, but mono¬ 
color ink; no control letters or serial 
numbers; paper color not mentioned. 
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VENDOR'S 
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2 

CENTS 


Type C: Same as Type F, but mono- 
color ink; no control letters or serial 
numbers; pastel green or pastel blue 
paper. 

Design #7: Monocolor printing; no 
sun in seal; 1959 Merrick design. 




Type H: Monocolor ink; half size; 
no control letters or serial numbers; 
pastel green or pastel blue paper. 

Design #8: Half-size; 1961 Reserve 
design. 


If consideration is given to the variations in the nature of the serial number and 
control letter assigned, as well as whether they are monocolor or bicolor, there are sev¬ 
eral varieties that are not precisely described in either Schimmel's or Chits 1 list. They 
can be arranged in the order of issuance, essentially in the order of the listings by Bloom 
and Hubbard in the State Revenue Newsletter in several articles from 1966 to 1969. This 
results in sixteen designs. They are illustrated and described below. The Schimmel 
TYPES and Chits DESIGNS are included. I call these OH-D6, OH-D7, OH-D8, etc. (I 
use OH-D1 through OH-D5 for the designs of the punchcards issued by the state.) 



OH-D6 : Monocolor ink; no control 

letter or serial number (Type A, De¬ 
sign #1) (Columbian, Reserve, Simp¬ 
son, Strobridge, Superior) 

QH-D7 : Bicolor ink; no control letter 
or serial number (Type B, Design #2) 
(Columbian, Superior, Reserve) 
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CONSUMER'S RECEIPT 


OH-D9 : Bicolor ink; control letter; 
serial number is four marks or letters 
followed by four digits (Type B, Design 
#2) (Reserve) 
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OH-D8 : Bicolor ink; no control letter; 
serial number is four marks or letters 
followed by four digits (Type B, Design 
#2) (Columbian) 
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OH-D10 : Bicolor ink; no control letter 
or serial number (no Type, Design 
#4) (Columbian) 
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OH-D11 : Bicolor ink; no control let¬ 
ter; serial number is four marks or 
letters followed by four digits (Type 
C, Design #4) (Columbian) 
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0H-D12 : Bicolor ink; serial number 
seven digits followed by control letter 
(Type C, Design #3) (American) 
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0H-D13 : Bicolor ink; control letter; 
serial number is four marks or letters 
followed by four digits (Type C, Design 
#4) (Reserve, Merrick) 


0H-D14 : Bicolor ink; control letter; 
serial number is three marks or letters 
followed by five digits (Type C, Design 
#4) (Merrick) 
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0H-D15 : Bicolor ink; serial number 
is "No." followed by six digits reading 
up; two control letters at bottom 
(Type C, Design #4) (Columbian) 


OH-D 16 : Bicolor ink; no control let¬ 
ter; serial number four marks or let¬ 
ters and four digits (Type D, Design 
#5) (Columbian) 
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CONSUMER'S RECEIPT ON 
ALL TAXABLE PURCHASES 
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0H-D17 : Bicolor ink; control letter- 
serial number four marks or letters 
and four digits (Type D, Design #5) 
(Reserve) 
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0H-D18 : Monocolor ink; no control 
letter or serial number (Type E, no 
Design #) (Reserve) 
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0H-D19: Bicolor ink; control letter; 
serial number three marks or letters 
and five digits (Type F, Design #6) 
(Merrick) 


OH-D2Q : Monocolor ink; no control 
letter or serial number (Type G, De¬ 
sign #7) (Merrick) 


VENDOR'S 
STUB 

CENT 

0H-D21 : Monocolor ink; no control 
letter or serial number; half size (Type 
H, Design #8) (Reserve) 

Now let's see how these line up with Schimmel's Types and Chits Designs. The table 
below puts it all together. As you can see, this spreads them out a little and results in 
some rearrangement of the Schimmel and Chits lists. What it also discloses, particularly 
if you also look at the serial number structure, is that in some cases each printer used 
his own system of numbering. Of course, the State of Ohio may have wanted it that way, 
but I've seen no written evidence of that. 
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Schimmel 

Chits 

Ink 

Printers 

D6 

A 

#1 

one 

Columbian, Reserve, 
Simpson, Strobridge, 
Superior 

D7 

B 

#2 

two 

Columbian, Superior, 
Reserve 

D8 

II 

II 

II 

Columbian 

D9 

II 

II 
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II 
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Washington Clipping 

Tim Davenport sent this in. It is from the Seattle News Tribune of January 30, 
1989. As you can tell, this columnist had a bit of fun recounting the "old days" of sales 
tax tokens. 
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Organizational Report 

American Tax Token Society 
Secretary and Treasurer's Report 

First Quarter, 1989 


FINANCIAL 

REPORT 


Previous Balance 

$2843.04 

Credits: 

Dues Payments Received 

245.00 


Publications Sold 

112.25 


Donations to ATTS 

26.00 


Interest 

34.49 


Misc. 

31.40 

Debits: 

Newsletter Costs, #64 and supplement 

139.38 


Secretarial Postage 

6.45 


Checks (U.S. Bank) 

8.75 


1988 Federal Tax 

31.00 

New Balance 

$3106.60 


Dissatisfied with our first Washington bank, a switch was made to Seattle First. An 
interest-bearing checking account with a $1000 minimum balance was started, with 
other funds in a savings account at a slightly higher interest rate. The $3106.60 balance 
above is dispersed as follows: 

Checking Balance $1060.62 

Savings Balance $2045.98 

NEW MEMBER 

R-425 Bill Freeman, P.O. Box 1492, LaGrande, OR 97850. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

R-417 Billy Manning, 260 N. Denton Road, Cedar Heights Apt. 120, Dothan, AL 

36303 

Thank you very much to all the members who made additional donations to ATTS 
when they paid annual dues. The article on the California sales tax took $31.00 of xerox 
copies, for example, in addition to a lot of hard work. It's good to be able to reimburse 
such costs. 

Would anyone like to tackle the job of getting ATTS into non-profit status with 
the IRS? It's silly to have to pay taxes every year. 




NEWSLETTER 

-SEP 1989 



ATTS Editorial Office ATTS Business Office 

6837 Murray Lane 5150 NW Shasta 

Annandale, VA 22003 Corvallis, OR 97330 


Congratulations to Ken Hallenbeck on his election as President of the American 
Numismatic Association!! 

In the last issue, an article "California 1933" failed to recognize that Jerry 
Schimmel had prepared the original chronologies in the early 70s. The newpaper articles 
that I had reprinted in two previous issues of the newsletter, and that were used as 
the source of the "California 1933" article, were provided by Don Barsi by using Jerry's 
chronologies to search for them. 

When the Newsletter is printed, I don't always get good copy. Pages get out of 
order, the page is printed crooked, or other bad things happen. I try to screen every 
copy before it is mailed, but sometimes I miss something. That happened to at least 
one member this last newsletter. Fortunately, he asked for another copy, which I was 
glad to supply. The same applies to everyone—if you get a fouled up copy, let me know 
and I'll send a replacement. 

. . . The Editor 


Advertisements 


Sales Tax Tokens 
PRICES 


Market updates on State and 
Illinois Issues, auction 
prices on others. 12pp. *2.00. 
Discounts -for multiples. Jerry 
Schimmel, Box 40888, San 
Francisco CA 94140 


WANTED—Indiana tokens. Chits IN# 1 and IN#2. Bob Kelley, 2689 Cliff, North Bend, 
OH 45052. 

The catalog is coming, honest—but there is still research remaining to be done. Want 
to help? Contact Merlin Malehorn or Tim Davenport for an update on the state in which 
you are interested in doing research. 




WANTED —Chits AL#19, AL#20, AZ#6, AZ#8, MS#11, WA#19, WA#20. Tim White, 
16702 Third Street N., Independence, MO 64056. 

Give me your tired, your poor, your free want ad for the next issue. 35 words are yours 
for the price of a postage stamp. Ads to: ATTS Business Office, 5150 NW Shasta, 
Corvallis, OR 97330. 

I don't suppose anyone has any super-cheap Russian or Soviet paper money they want 
to sell me. . . Tim Davenport, 5150 NW Shasta, Corvallis, OR 97330. 

FOR SALE: New (and only) catalog of Ohio sales tax receipt #RE1 (Hubbard's R5) scratch 
marks. 160 now known. Pictures. Spiral bound 8 % x 11. $4.00 postpaid. Merlin K. 
Malehorn, 6837 Murray Lane, Annandale, VA 22003. 


Prices Realized 


Schimmel Auction #19 closing June 11, 1989 


8*1 wu Tax Tokan* 

(Chits and Chislers nos. used) 

26. BOOK: Chits, Chi si «rs and 7 , nn 

Funny Monay one nice copy. /J.uu 

apparently little used. (MB*45 - 

I paid almost that much to get 
it. Shipping not included in sale 
price.) ■' 

27. < IL# 107 - Canton) l/4c -, 0 

Pfister sq cdbd 24x24 F+ (one of 138.00 
the tough ones.) (*60) 



« SO 

26. (IL#9> Areola Adv Club Fj in nn 

(WA#51) Stevenson Unc, two cdbds 
<* 6 ) 


29. CANADA: Province of British 
Coluabia lc Tax Paid etc. Paper 
26x42 EF (* 15) (See ATTS Nsltr) 

30. Same VF <*14> 

31. (WASlOlb) L.A. McLain (4th 
line 21mm) purple prt on wood Unc 
< *25) 

32. (WAS109?) Tenino Cash Market 
red-orange prt on wood Unc (*60) 

33. <WA#116) Thurston County 
Independent (no town name. Dare 
bust) green & red on wood (*15> 

34. <WA#119b) similar, hatted 
bust, no period after NASH Unc 
(CIS) 

35. (WAC122) similar, bare bust, 
town name. Unc <*15> 

36. State Issues 24 pcs mixed, 
circulated, 16 diff, 10 states. 

(*5) 


15.00 

10.00 

25.00 

78.00 

25.00 

11.00 
11.00 
7.00 


Alpert Mail Bid Sale #33 closing June 16, 1989 


2826. 164 assorted state sal- 15.60 
es tax tokens 

3168. 75 assorted state sales 6.76 

tax tokens. 


3169. 74 pieces of low value 
exonumia: president coins, 
transit, woofi5e, amusement, 
misc.tokens & medals.(Est. 
$7f-10) 


5.10 


For those who are interested in OH sales tax receipts, here are a couple price 
lists recently received: 


The 1871 Shop, Drawer E, South Lyon, Ml 48178, Sale #B-4. The B numbers are 
the lot numbers and the numbers on some of the lots are Bloom/Hubbard. Underneath 
I've identified what I think is the Chits number of each lot. 

OHIO SALES TAX COUPONS (Design type In brackets) 


All are COMPLETE TWO PAflT VENDOR/CONSUMER PAIRS 
Issues printed byiCOLUMBIAN BANK NOTE COMPANY 

B499$-**-1935 (A; 1 cent green on yellow,#06,?. .25 

B4999-**-1936 (A) 30 cent olive A lilac on white,#C25,F. 3.50 

B5000-**-1939 (A) 1 cent blue & red on gray safty,#C26,P. .50 
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Iasues printed byiRESERVE LITHOGRAPHING COMPANY 

(A) 15 cent orange 4 graan on gray safty,#B18,P. 75 

B5002-**-1936 (A) 1 cent blue 4 red on gray safty,#H20a (serial 

prefix letter "R") P.....50 

B5003- # *-same-#R20c (serial prefix letter "T") P... .50 

B5004-**-aame-#H20h (serial prefix letter "T") P... 50 

B5005-**-C.1950's (C) 30 cent red k blue on green safty.P .... ,50 

B50O6-**-C.1930's (C) 60 cent blue k red on green safty.P. .50 

B5007-* # -C.1950's (C) 41*30 lilac k green on green safty.P.. 1.00 

B5008-**-C.1950 1 s (C) 43*00 red k black on green safty.P . 2.00 


B4998 

CL 2 

B5004 

RE 12 

B4999 

CL 25 

B5005 

RE 56 

B5000 

CL 26 

B5006 

RE 57 

B5001 

RE 18 

B5007 

RE 58 

B5002 

RE 12 

B5008 

RE 59 

B5003 

RE 12 




Barry L. Porter, 107 Southburn Drive, Hendersonville, TN 37075-3012, The State 
Revenuer , Jul/Aug 1989. The alphanumerics at the left are lot numbers, including the 
Bioom/Hubbard numbers. Again, I've identified what I believe are the Chits numbers 
for the lots. 


Sales (attached pairs) 

Columbian Bank Note Company 
0HSC1-5 1934 14 - ?3 50.00 

0HSC49 1948 14 ben 4 grn, red *B" .30 

Grn "E“ .50 

Gm “F" .30 

Grn ”1" .50 


0HSC51 1948 34 lilac 4 gm, red "D” .50 

Herrick Lithograph Co m pa n y 
0HSM31 1954? 14 bm 4 gm, gm "I" .30 

CHSH43 1954? 64 red 4 blue, blue "D" 1.25 

0HSM44 1954? 94 blue 4 red, red *A“ 1.00 

CHSH45 1954? 124 gm & org, org "A" 1.25 

0HSW46 1954? 154 org 4 gm, grn "B" 1.00 

CHSM48 1959? 604 blue 4 red, red "C'1.50 


0HSC1-5 

CL 1, CL 6-9 

OHSC49 

CL 45? 

OHSC51 

CL 47 

OHSM31 

MR 13 

OHSM43 

MR 18 

OHSM44 

MR 19 

OHSM45 

MR 20 

OHSM46 

MR 21 

OHSM48 

MR 23 

OHSR20a 

RE 12 

OHSR20C 

RE 12 

OHSR20d 

RE 12 


Reserve Litho Cleveland, O. 

OHSR20a 1936 14 blue 4 red, red "A" .45 
OHSR20c 1936 14 blue 4 red, red *T" .30 
0HSR2Qd 1936 14 blue 4 red, red “U” .30 
0HSR20g 1936 14 blue 4 red, red “X" .30 
0HSR32 1939-42 14 bm 4 gm, gm "A" .30 
0HSR32c 1939-42 14 bm 4 gm, grn “R" .30 
OHSR33 1939-42 24 bl 4 red, red "B" .30 
0HSR80 1948 24 red 4 bl, bl "B" .35 
OHSR83 1948 94 blue 4 red, red "E” .45 
OHSR122 ? 64 blue 4 red, blue ”D“ 1.00 
0HSR123 ? 94 red 4 blue, red "E“ 1.00 
0KSR126 ? 304 blue 4 red, blue "H" 1.50 
0HSR127 ? 604 red 4 blue, red "J" 1.50 
OHSR1306 ? 14 bm on pale gm .50 
0HSR131b ? 24 bl on blue .50 
OHSR132b ? 34 grn on pale gm .50 


OHSR20g 

RE 

12 

OHSR32 

RE 

24 

OHSR32C 

RE 

24 

OHSR33 

RE 

25 

OHSR80 

RE 

50 

OHSR83 

RE 

53 

OHSR122? 

RE 

64 

OHSR123? 

RE 

65 

OHSR126? 

RE 

68 

OHSR127? 

RE 

69 

OHSR130b? 

RE 

76 

OHSR1 31b? 

RE 

77 

OHSR 1 32b? 

RE 

78 










Pictures Needed 

. . . The Editor 

As everyone knows by now, we hope, Tim Davenport, Phil Nordin and I are working 
along slowly on a new catalog. At the moment, among many other things yet to do, 
we are trying to borrow the tokens we need for pictures, or at least get the owners 
to send us good pictures that we can re-shoot for halftones. We don't have anywhere 
near a complete list, but we do know we need to borrow those listed below. All numbers 
are from Chits. If you have any of these tokens, we would certainly appreciate some 
help. Send tokens or pictures to ATTS Editor, 6837 Murray Lane, Annandale, VA 22003. 

PICTURES NEEDED - SEPTEMBER 1989 


ALABAMA 

#22 - the 5 mill Luxury Tax token with an 8 counterstamp 
COLORADO 

#16 - the Woolworth's with LUNCH DEPARTMENT at the top 
KANSAS 

#1 - the pattern 
LOUISIANA 

#1 - the pattern 

a reported (1972) aluminum with an arrow shaped center hole 
MISSISSIPPI 

# 1 - pattern with cross center hole 
MISSOURI 

#2, #4, #5, #6 - the Forrest Smith series of patterns 
MISSOURI COUNTERSTAMPS 

VOTE COP AND END THIS SILLY TAX 

THE RICH GET RICHER THE POOR GET SALES TAX 

SEE NO TAX HEAR NO TAX PAY NO TAX 

40 HIGHWAY Moore's Ideal Camp 6 MILES EAST OF KANSAS CITY 
M & K Const 423-5300 1612 N Delaware Mason City, la. 

G. H. Bates autograph 

token with words crossed out so remainder reads THIS RECEIPT SHOW THAT 
YOU OLD POOR INSANE AND TUBERCULAR AND UNEMPLOYED IN 
THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

ONCKEN'S CAbany 2672, 100 MARKET HAMILTON AVE. 

NEBRASKA 

The Lincoln in 1999 antitax milktop 
NEW MEXICO 

#1 and/or #2 - the pattern that says Sales Tax rather than School Tax 



NORTH CAROLINA 


#19b - the Kress with the 31 mm. top line and 5 ampersand 

#23 and #24 - the McClellan with McClellan spelled correctly in upper 
and lower case 

#36 - Woolworth's on pink paper 
OKLAHOMA 

#1 and #2 - the brass and aluminum with square and star center holes 
OREGON 

the pinback that says STOP SALES TAX and is all red background (32 mm.) 
TEXAS 

James Barlow 
Bill Brigham 
Charlotte Keatts 
WEST VIRGINIA 

Kress store #135 

#26 Woolworth's with Date and Store in italics 


NEBRASKA 


New Finds 


George Hosek (R-372, Omaha, NE) reported the token pictured below. It's not 
a sales tax token, of course, but at least it's a political token addressing taxes in general. 
George sent pictures of it to Larry Brokofsky in Lincoln, NE, who indicated the piece 
is dated from 1966. He provided the following information: 


"This medal, in all probability ... is a campaign 
give-away, and was probably issued by either Robert Cham¬ 
berlin or the Democratic Party in South Dakota. 

"Chamberlin was the Democratic candidate for 
Governor, and was beaten by Republican Nils A. Boe, 
who received around 5796 of the vote that year. 

"Donn H. Wright was the Democratic candidate 
for the U.S. Senate, and he was beaten by Republican 
Karl E. Mundt, who collected around 6696 of the vote 
that year. 

"In 1966, South Dakota had two U.S. Congress seats. 
Today, they have only one. Francis C. Richter was the 
Democrats' candidate in the 1st District, and Jack Allmon 
was their candidate in the 2nd District. Like the two 
candidates above, they both lost, also. Richter lost to 
Ben Reifel, who collected around 6696 of the vote, and 
Allmon lost to E. Y. Berry, who won with 6196 of the vote. 

"Needless to say, it was not a Democratic year in 
South Dakota. . . ." 
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OHIO 


BUC AUCTION 


Due to i. ie relocation ol our printing A advertising 
Dusine^i we will sell the following fine office furnish¬ 
ings & equipment at public auction. 

Located on the premises of: 

The Warner P. Simpson Company 
1301 Dublin Rd. (RTE, 33} 

Columbus, Ohio 

TUESDAY, APRIL 18TH. 10:30 AJL 

— FEATURING — 

Modular office partitions, conference tables & chairs, 
executive desks & credenzas. secretary desks, execu¬ 
tive 4 secretary chairs, file cabinets, fireproof A dr. 
legal size fiie cabinet, reception furniture 4 desk units, 
bookcases, calculators, Executooe D-iOOO telephone 
system CPU 4 console 6 incoming/outgoing a 37 sta¬ 
tions, Compu-Cam slat camera, Lucygraf, AGFA-Ge- 
vaert fMm developer, Dry-Edge dryer, Minolta 101 copi¬ 
er, Mmoita EP 530R copter, art work stations, drawing 
& drafting tabies, Dry Mount laminating press, 3M 
overhead protector, VCR TV 4 stand (Beta), stacking 
chairs, misc. metal desks 4 shelving, Quantei 20 com¬ 
puter system w/6 CRTs 4 3 printing units, 3 computer 
tables. IBM, Royat 4 Oviietti typewriters, track lighting, 
conference chairs, misc. chairs 4 numerous other re¬ 
lated items. 

OUTSTANDING FURNITURE IN THIS SALE 

Inspection: Monday, April 17TH. 1Q:0Q A.M. until 2.00 
P.M. 

Terms: Casit or acceptable check w/posttive 1.0. day of 

sale SALE CONDUCTED BY: 

Selvage & Associates 


Auctioneers 
Grove City, Ohio 
($14)875-3460 

Auctioneers: Selvage, Selvage 4 Haag 


Fred Robinson (R-373, Canton, OH) sent 
in this clipping. I've enlarged it slightly. If 
you include the Ohio sales tax receipts in your 
collection of sales tax tokens, you'll remember 
that Simpson was one of the printers of the 
receipts. Fred noted: 

"This was in the Columbus Dispatch 
April 16, 1989. Simpson is from Columbus. 
They have no records of tax stamp data 
according to what was told me. 

"Currently they are becoming part 
of Dayton Blank Book Company. Dayton 
makes forms, books, etc., as used in 
court records, courthouse journals, etc. 
Simpson is to be a satellite plant in Colum¬ 
bus." 

WASHINGTON 


Tim Davenport (R-232,Corvallis, OR) 
made a visit to Olympia (the state capitol), 
WA, to roam around in the archives before 
he moved back to Corvallis. Among various 
bits of interesting miscellany he found was 
this Branch certificate. He writes: 

"These licenses cost $1.00. They are 
printed on blue cardstock. Every business 
had to have one." 




ISSUED BY TAX COMMISSION 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 




Wh E r eYo u r S ALE S p 4 
Tax Dollar Goes i ! 



Ji BEGIS1TR*0 PUSilMUtVo THE P«OVl Sl°MS O* , iE^ 187, CMJSD, LAWS A»D H-1NO),1 CWTOPIALSCftOe(.(«t«U mndED). 
,-pF IS CD TO. ENGAGE W^USf NESS AT THE ABOVE ^xORRtC^fVC SCHdOL3t»OTS XVTO PRLS),E SOLtHERS l • 

~LOCATf ON /OB THE PERIOD ENDING DEC. 31,-1935 *• u / • • : HDM£5, S PENAL W5TTU/T10NS. \<[ 

•’.TAXCOMMISSIONOFTHE STATE OF WASHINGTON ' J 

PICUOUBLY AT THE ABOVE PLACE O F BUSINESS ^ 




DISPLAY CONS 

25E2E 












32£] 




FOAM M04 
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Three Weeks in May: 

local histories of the Washington 
emergency STTs (part three) 

Tim Davenport R-232 

in an effort to track down additional information about the local histories of the 
Washington sales tax during the May 1935 token shortage, a trip was made to the Wash¬ 
ington State Archives and State Library in Oiympia. A search of the archives proved 
to be relatively fruitless, as the pertinent archives of the State Tax Commission had 
been destroyed. Some minor details about the politics of the sales tax were obtained 
from the files of the Governors of Washington during the period in question, however. 

The microfilm collection of the State Library proved more fruitful, containing 
film of a number of newspapers not in the collection of the University of Washington 
in Seattle. It is from these holdings that most of the following local histories are derived. 

CENTRALIA 

Like other towns in Washington state, Centralia, 
a community of about 8,000 midway between Olympia 

and Longview, was hard hit by the shortage of 1/5$ aluminum „ UW1EI( cmumm*-- 

sales tax tokens in May 1 935. The decision to issue local / 

scrip seems to have come quickly, with the National Bank 
of Commerce receiving a shipment of 12,000 pieces from 
the manufacturer on May 2, 1935. These tokens were sold 
to merchants at their face value of 1/5 cent by both the 
bank and the office of the local Chamber of Commerce. 

A temporary bracket system used during the first two days 
of the new 2% sales tax in lieu of sufficient tokens was 
abandoned the next dayJ 

As was the case with Longview to the south, tokens were issued on both orange 
and green cardboard stock. An advertisement for the town's summer festival, the "Pio¬ 
neer Days Celebration," was featured at the bottom of the token. The dates listed 
bore no relation to the period of the tokens' use. 

It is not clear whether the initial shipment of 12,000 tokens proved to be sufficient 
or whether additional tokens were produced. No further mention of the tokens or their 
recall is to be found in the Centralia press. 

COLF AX 

The Colfax Credit Association was the issuing authority 
for 20,000 pale green cardboard tokens. This local scrip 
was rushed into print when it became clear that official 
state sales tax tokens would not be available in the small 
Eastern Washington town in time for the May 1 initiation 
of the sales tax. Tokens were ready for distribution on the 
morning the tax began and were sold to the Credit Associa¬ 
tion's members at face value.2 The association was to tem¬ 
porarily absorb the cost of token production until the bill 
could be equitably split among the group's members at a 
later date. 
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Colfax's tokens, which were produced with a number of minor printing variations, 
were to be fully redeemable for cash or tokens on demand at the Credit Association's 
office. It seems, however, that metal tokens issued by the state did not begin to arrive 
in town until May 8. The number delivered at this late date represented only about 
half the number needed, according to contemporary news accounts.^ 

The shortage of official state tokens probably persisted in Colfax until after the 
production of blue emergency tax token scrip by the State Tax Commission early in 
the third week of May. 

WILBUR 


"It is safe to say that there has been more discussion 
of taxes and more profanity used along with the discussion 
in Wilbur than in many a day," wrote the publisher of that 
tiny town's weekly newspaper, the Wilbur Register .** Unhappy 
merchants responded to that town's token shortage with 
a temporary bracket system absolving the first 144 of each 
purchase from tax: 

14-144 No tax 

154-644 14 tax 

654 -$1.14 24 tax 

This arrangement apparently did not prove satisfactory for some businesses, how¬ 
ever, and this so-called "Idaho plan" gave way after a few days to a system based upon 
the manila tokens issued by the Wilbur Commercial Club. The Wilbur tokens, inspired 
by the system used in Eastern Washington's most important city, Spokane, were put 
into circulation on Sunday, May 5, according to a news report. 6 An expiration date 
of June 10 was printed on each token. 

No information on the quantity produced or actual date of redemption is available. 

VANCOUVER 
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to June 10, 1935 
' .Wilbur Commercial Club 
25 Mil** Trom Coulee Dam 
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The situation was confusing. "Merchants and customers alike were more or less 
befogged. The former could not get enough tokens and the latter appeared pretty much 
bewildered. The public reaction varied widely. One merchant said he had been 'cussed 
and discussed' all morning by virtually every customer who appeared. Another said 
that he had little complaint. At two of the larger food markets the clerks remarked - 
that most of the grumbling came from persons who appeared best able to pay the tax." 6 

Only 20,000 aluminum tokens had been sent to the Southwestern Washington city, 
an amount which "vanished in a twinkling," doled out in pitifully small allotments bearing 
a face value of 104 or 154. The distribution of tokens was tedious and slow, with a 
line of merchants extending down the hallway and to the stairs of the tax commission 
office as tokens were painstakingly counted out of the paper sacks in which they had 
been shipped. After a long wait, some unfortunate vendors were sent away 
empty-handed. 7 

Although the evening paper noted the May 2 decision of the State Tax Commission 
to permit the issuance of private sales tax tokens by individual stores, it seems that 
the bracket system reigned supreme in Vancouver. In any event, no specimens of local 
sales tax tokens have surfaced to date. 




PASCO and KENNEWICK 


Wednesday, May 1 was chaotic in Pasco and Kenne¬ 
wick, twin towns in Eastern Washington. Merchants 
held an emergency meeting that morning and decided 
to print local sales tax token "cards" to be used until 
the state could ship an adequate number of its aluminum 
tokens. 

The first order of 10,000 thin, red pieces of scrip was printed and circulated that 
same day; a like number was issued the following morning. A third batch of 10,000 
pieces was issued later in the day on May 2, a response to the great demand for the 
emergency scrip.® 

According to the local news, by that second day "most of the difficult angles had 
been solved and things were running much more smoothly." 9 

No information is available about the redemption of the Pasco-Kennewick scrip. 
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To be continued . . . 


Les Albright (R 188, Seattle, WA) provided this. It was one long streamer but 
I cut it in the middle to fit it on the page. Two of the several Seattle private sales 
tax tokens were issued by Eba—Mutual Groceries and Mutual Piggly Wiggly. This streamer 
is a 1936 list of the Eba Mutual Groceries. 
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. .. The Editor 
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Copper? Brass? 

Merlin K. Maiehorn (L—279) 

I happened to read an article in the paper the other day that some scientists may 
have managed to force hydrogen into a metallic form. That may not be important to 
most of us in our daily lives, but physicists have been trying to accomplish this for many 
years in hopes that it will throw some light on some of the basic bonding processes in 
the atom. Since hydrogen is a very light gas in the "normal" environment, the experi¬ 
menters had to put it under several million tons of pressure, as a result of which they 
were able to observe a black solid that conducted electricity. There's more to the 
experimental proof than that, and therefore it is not certain the task has been accom¬ 
plished. 

I report this matter because it heightened my interest in the metals of which 
sales tax tokens were manufactured. Webster's Third New International Dictionary, 
Unabridged, 1976, provides several definitions of "metal," of which the first is: 

"any of a large group of substances (as gold, bronze, steel) that typically 
show a characteristic luster, are good conductors of electricity and heat, 
are opaque, can be fused, and are usually malleable or ductile." 

You'll recall from science that some metals are "elements." Copper, zinc, lead, 
gold, silver, tin, iron, and phosphorus are examples we all recognize. Other metals, 
such as bronze, brass, and steel are alloys. Webster's defines "alloy" as: 

"a substance composed of two or more metals intimately mixed and united 
usually by being fused together and dissolving in each other when molten 
(e.g., brass is an alloy of copper and zinc)." 

It also mentions the possibility of an alloy of a metal and non-metal, such as steel 
being formed of iron and carbon. Of course, many alloys have other ingredients and 
the ingredients can vary in their percentages, it is these mixtures that result in different 
characteristics and give us the wide variety of "metals" we use in our daily lives without 
thinking much about them unless we are metallurgists. 

With regard to sales tax tokens, we know that many of them are reported as copper, 
aluminum, or zinc. There are also some reported as brass; a token from Kansas reported 
as copper-nickel; another as steel; an item from Arizona that is white metal; and an 
anti-tax token from Nebraska that is reported as steel. 

But of what are these tokens made up, regardless of what we 
call them? Are the zinc tokens really pure zinc? What about the 
aluminum—is it pure, an alloy, or aluminum with impurities? Tim 
Davenport and I have been exchanging notes about his finding that 
the Arizona "copper" tokens are really a combination of copper with 
a "nickel-brass alloy," which would make them copper, nickel, and 
zinc. Even though we call them copper for convenience, we should 
realize they are not pure copper. That would be unlikely anyhow, 
because copper in its pure form is rather soft and would not wear well in the pocket 
with all the other tokens and loose change. So what is the name for the mixture of 
metals in these Arizona tokens, or in other tax tokens? 

I wrote to the American Numismatic Association Library with a request for some 
assistance with regard to metals used in coins and tokens, and the names used for them 
in numismatic circles. I received in return a note that there is no book that addresses 
the matter exactly, but they sent along the Metals Handbook, Desk Edition, American 
Society for Metals. You metallurgists are undoubtedly familier with it. Unfortunately, 



it is a technical handbook and didn't help me much in my efforts to find convenient 
names for what's in sales tax tokens other than the general names we use. In the Glossary 
of the Handbook I found these definitions: 


"Brass. An alloy consisting mainly of copper (over 5096) and zinc, to which 
smaller amounts of other elements may be added. 


"Bronze. A copper-rich copper-tin alloy with or without small proportions 
of other elements such as zinc and phosphorous. By extension, 
certain copper-base alloys containing considerably less tin than 
other alloying elements, such as manganese bronze (copper-zinc 
plus manganese, tin and iron) and lead tin bronze (copper-lead 
plus tin and sometimes zinc). Also certain other essentially 
binary copper-base alloys containing no tin, such as aluminum 
bronze (copper-aluminum), silicon bronze (copper-silicon) and 
beryllium bronze (copper-beryllium). Also, trade designations for certain 
specific copper-base alloys that are actually brasses, such as architectural 
bronze (5796 copper, 4096 zinc, 396 lead) and commercial bronze (9096 copper, 
1096 zinc). 



"White metal. (1) A general term covering a group of white-colored metals 
of relatively low melting points (lead, antimony, bismuth, tin, cadmium 
and zinc) and the alloys based on these metals." 

Well, I can infer from the definition of bronze that maybe the Arizona "copper" 
tokens are really some sort of "bronze," although it doesn't exactly say that. Returning 
to Webster's, I collected a bunch of additional definitions: 

"Brass. A usually yellow alloy of copper with zinc or formerly tin and some¬ 
times small amounts of other metals that is malleable and ductile and harder 
and stronger than copper; especially one consisting of 50 to 95 percent copper 
and 5 to 50 percent zinc. 


"Bronze. An alloy of copper and tin and sometimes small proportions of 
other elements (as zinc and phosphorus) that is harder and stronger than 
brass, is used for a variety of industrial items as well as for objects of art 
and bells, and is prepared from various proportions of the constituent elements 
according to the purpose for which it is intended. 



"White metal. Any of several lead-base or tin-base bearing metals. Any 
of several white alloys. 

"Red brass. Brass having a reddish tint due to a high copper content. 

"White brass. An inferior brass containing more than 49 percent zinc. 

"White bronze. A very light colored bronze having a large proportion of 
tin in its composition. 

"Tombac. An alloy consisting essentially of copper and zinc and sometimes arsenic 
and used especially for cheap jewelry and gilding." 


Where does this leave us? Were the "copper" tokens from all the states that issued 
them really some kind of bronze? Is it possible some were "red brass?" Is it possible 
some of the "brass" tokens are really something in between "bronze" and "white bronze " 
or some other form of bronze, rather than brass? 


Still puzzled, I wandered over to the World Book Encyclopedia we had bought 
to help the kids through school. In there, I found more discussion. For example: 

"Brass is an alloy (mixture) of copper and zinc. Other elements may be 
added for special purposes. The amount of copper used in brass ranges from 
55 percent to more than 95 percent. The color and properties of brass vary 
with its composition. When the alloy contains about 70 percent copper, 
it may be a clear, golden yellow, and is known as yellow brass or high brass. 

When it contains 80 percent or more copper, it has a reddish copper color 
and is known as red brass or low brass. Muntz metal contains 60 percent 
copper and 40 percent zinc. ... To obtain special properties, brass makers 
often add other elements to the copper-zinc alloy. Lead is added to improve 
ease of cutting. The alloy that results is known as leaded brass. Tin and 
nickel are often added to increase the alloy's resistance to corrosion or wear. 

. . . Other elements added to brass are iron, aluminum, and manganese. 

"Bronze is an alloy of copper and tin. Bronze may contain as much as 25 
percent tin. Phosphorus, lead, zinc, and other metals may be added for 
special purposes. . . . the name has been adopted commercially for many 
copper alloys that contain little or no tin. Some excellent brass alloys have 
been incorrectly called bronze. However, it is usually understood that when 
the word bronze is used by itself, the alloy will contain considerable tin. 

. . . Silicon bronze is copper alloyed with 1 percent to 3 percent silicon; 
then about 1 percent iron, nickel, or manganese is added. . . . Aluminum 
bronze may contain 5 percent to 10 percent aluminum and as much as 5 
percent of iron, nickel, or manganese. . . ." 

Hmmmm. Wading through all that, I can infer that the supposed copper tokens 
from Arizona may be some form of a brass, which doesn't agree with the previous infer¬ 
ence from another source that they may be some form of a bronze. But I still don't 
have a clear idea of what's what. Enough is enough! Maybe we should attack the problem 
frontally. Are any of you metallurgists? We ought to have samples of our metal tokens 
actually tested and then we would know what they are instead of speculating on defini¬ 
tions from various sources. If someone is willing to make the tests, I can provide the 
tokens. Some would be OK to test to destruction; others I would want returned. But 
I can't afford, nor can ATTS, to pay for testing. Around here it's $125 a pop for a 
non-destructive test, and we'd need to have somewhere around 30 to 40 tests before 
we had a fair idea of what each state did. 

In the meantime, we can surmise that the copper tokens are 
mostly copper but maybe technically some sort of bronze or brass; 
we'll continue to call them copper. We can continue to call the steel 
tokens "steel," brass tokens "brass," and so on. I don't know what to 
call the Kansas copper-nickel token, although I suppose it's some sort 
of bronze. I don't know what is the "white metal" in the Arizona piece. 

I suspect that the aluminum tokens may not be pure aluminum, although 
maybe they are. I wonder about the zinc tokens—Missouri, for example, 
required that their zinc tokens be made 95 % of zinc from Missouri; what was the other 
5?6? And so on. 

But none of this is something I worry about when I go to bed. Frankly, it's mostly 
a matter of curiosity. It isn't going to make any difference at all in what we collect 
or how we go about it, as far as I can see. 
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What to Pay? 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 


For several years now, I have been observing the prices of sales tax tokens as 
they have been bought and sold through auctions, advertisements, mail bid lists, and 
direct person-to-person sale. Since I think it is important for collectors to have some 
idea of the market value of tokens they are interested in buying, selling, or trading,! 
try to put into the newsletter the "prices realized" of which I am aware. I know there 
are many other transactions that I don't know about or that I have no price information 
about, and would appreciate being added to anyone's mailing list of prices realized. 


Aside from that, though, I guess 1 ought not be surprised, but it does surprise me 
to see the range of prices that any given token may bring, or the price that may be 
paid for something considered relatively uncommon. Jerry Schimmel's booklet, advertised 
elsewhere in this Newsletter, has reminded me again of the wide range of prices paid. 
I suppose economists would have explanations in terms of the size of the market, the 
quality of the specimen, supply and demand, awareness on the part of the buyer, etc. 
The bottom line for each of us is probably something such as "What I pay depends on 
how much I want it vs. other things I want and what they would cost." But I'll offer 
a few observations, in hopes they may help you think twice occasionally. 


One of the "key" tokens to which we like to relate is the NM 5 mill black fiber. 
Chits #12, Schimmel -7. If you've been tracking prices or buy Jerry's new price guide, 
you'll be aware that it has gone in mail bid sales from around the mid-$90s to the 
mid-$120s. There seems to be an assumption that there are maybe a half 
dozen of these tokens in existence; I have come to an opinion that there 
may be anywhere from a dozen to two dozen known, if not more. They just 
don't get into the mail bid sales very often, I suppose because we each have 
one of them and therefore there are no surpluses. But I can tell you that 
1 have had four of them pass through my hands, aside from the two in my 
collection. I was also told by a collector a couple years ago that he had a whole roll 
of them; unfortunately, he was not an individual that I felt I could trust to tell the truth, 
so I just don't know. In any event, when you see a NM #12 on the market, you'll have 
to decide whether it is worth what you may have to pay for it, or whether to wait to 
see if another one will show up within the time period you are willing to wait for it. 



In one of Chuck Kirtley's sales a couple years ago, a maverick, probably from Illinois, 
went for something in the neighborhood of $275, as I recall. I believe that 
was, and maybe still is, the highest price paid for a unique sales 
tfji’rl tax t°k en * Obviously, the individual who bought it wanted it 
and could afford to pay that price to get it. I'd certainly not 
expect that he or she could get that much for it if it were to 
come back on the market, but who knows? The truly unique 
items will be expensive; collectors who are experienced and already have 
excellent collections will probably know whether the piece is really as unique or rare 
as the suggested price would imply. To put it another way, if you think the suggested 
price is quite low, you might suspect the piece is not as rare as you had thought it 
was. You may get it "for a song" and later find that there are so many others around 
that it isn't as valuable as your cost would indicate. 



Another game I've seen is played with Ohio sales tax receipts. When I first started 
with them as part of my collection of sales tax "tokens," I thought the Consumer's 
Receipt half and the Vendor's Receipt half would be appropriate items in the collection. 
Also, I was offered by a number of people some halves that were not really in very 
good condition. Fortunately, being an old stamp collector, I figured I didn't really 
want those. As I've developed a little more knowledge, though, I have discovered that 
most of the Ohio sales tax stamps can be acquired in untorn pairs. It is not easy to 
find pairs of some of those with colored serial numbers (other than black) and a few 
other major varieties, but you can get a very good collection of types and denominations 



************************************************^********* 

Sales Tax Tokens Prices by Jerry F. Schimmel. Published by 
the author, 1989. Softcover, 12 pages. $2.00 
********************************************************** 


Jerry Schimmei's latest publication, pictured 
at the left at 1/3 size, is his fourth on sales tax tokens 
and is an important contribution to the literature. 
Having previously authored two editions of an illus¬ 
trated guide to state-issued STTs (1973 and 1980) 
and co-authored the general catalog of the field (1977), 
Mr. Schimmel returns here to provide a useful update 
of sales tax token values since the publication of 
these earlier works. 

While the lack of accompanying photographs 
makes Sales Tax Tokens Prices rather dry reading, 
intermediate and advanced collectors will find Mr. 
Schimmei's knowledge of the tax token marketplace 
helpful. Gone are the artificially low estimates of 
the state-issued keys, with values of the elusive New 
Mexico fibers moving up to $6-12 for the one mill 
white and $95-125 for the five mills black. The under¬ 
rated Alabama dark blue similarly moves up to $25-35 
in this latest work, and other state-issued semi-keys 
advance as well. All of these estimates, while not 
perfect, are considerably closer to reality than those 
listed in any previous token price guide. 

One has to wonder about the value of the Alabama pale blue, on the other hand, 
rocketing to $20-30 despite the fact that it is merely a minor color variation of the 
state's light grey stock. Still, as a token auctioneer Mr. Schimmel is intimately familiar 
with prices actually being paid for tokens; whether these prices are reflective of true 
value would seem a moot point. 

The chief weakness of Mr. Schimmei's new booklet would seem to be its rigid 
adherence to the numbering system of his previous booklets. Specifically, the dubious 
listing of Oklahoma "chocolate brown 1 fiber and failure to include the not-uncommon 
reddish-brown fiber would seem a major flaw. Such minor quibbles are far outweighed 
by the mass of useful price date present, however. Complete price estimates are provided 
for the Illinois metal provisionals series in three grades, for example, as is complete 
auction price data for private and provisional tokens of other states. (One should bear 
in mind, of course, that some of these successful bids were artifically low due to lack 
of auction participation. Anyone believing that R-10 Missouri counterstamps are really 
worth just $2 or 3 is sorely mistaken.) 

Well worth the modest cover price. Sales Tax Tokens Prices should provide a more 
than adequate guideline to token values until a new general catalog of sales tax tokens 
is published. The booklet is recommended for tax token collectors of all levels. 


Sales Tax Tokens 
PRICES 



by Jerry F. Schimmel 


. . . Tim Davenport 




as a sheet; maybe so, but the ultimate worth is, in some sense at least, what someone 
would pay for it. So you would have to ask about a single pair, is it worth what is being 
asked? Maybe not. 

On the other hand, I don't want to criticize dealers and collectors unfairly. If 
you are in business for yourself, you know there all sorts of costs involved in acquiring 
a piece, keeping it in inventory, and selling it. As a business, you don't realize any 
return on your investment from something that sits on the shelf for years. You want 
to realize some return, and that includes a return that is at least enough to pay for 
the cost of acquisition, maintaining in inventory, etc., as well as keeping up with the 
cost of inflation. So, if you bought the item say 30 years ago, you have to put a price 
on it in terms of today's dollar, how much money you could have made if you had used 
that money 30 years ago for something else, and so on. It's much more complicated, 
of course. 

All I'm suggesting, I guess, is that none of us wants to lose on any deal, even though 
sometimes we may have to. At the moment the market for sales tax tokens, including 
OH sales tax receipts, seemsto be unstable. For the pieces that are not "a dime a dozen," 
there doesn't seem to be a lot of competition by sellers driving the price down. Instead, 
there seems to be competition among buyers, driving the price up. Of course, I realize 
that some items are rather scarce and may be wanted by several collectors, but I am 
really talking more about the pieces that are sort of in between being common and 
being one-of-a-kind. Before you buy, just consider that there may be individuals who 
are holding back items in order to keep the price high or until they see a shift in the 
market that will cause even more competition—for example, an expansion in the number 
of collectors of sales tax tokens. There may be other specimens around that just haven't 
been made known by the owners. That is to say, there may be more pieces than you 
suspect or perhaps even more than the seller or dealer knows about. If you really want 
it and can afford it, jump on the first piece that comes on the market, regardless of 
price. But unless you are pretty certain of the facts, be aware that there may be others 
that might come out of the woodwork and drive your value down. Use price lists, price 
guides, prices realized, and similar information to help you decide what's an appropriate 
price for you. Note too that price guides and other sources don't tell you how often 
pieces may come on the market. I don't know how to help you with that other than 
to suggest that you try to check the past sources you can get hold of, to get some count. 

To summarize—I think there are things on the market right now that are overpriced. 
Among some of the most commonly overpriced are the Ohio sales tax receipts—there 
are lots of them around and it's a matter of finding the right source and knowing 
something about the volume available by paying attention to what's going in the 
marketplace. 
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********************************************************** 

Sales Tax Tokens Prices by Jerry F. Schimmel. Published by 
the author, 1989. Softcover, 12 pages. $2.00 
********************************************************** 


Jerry Schimmel's latest publication, pictured 
at the left at 1/3 size, is his fourth on sales tax tokens 
and is an important contribution to the literature. 
Having previously authored two editions of an illus¬ 
trated guide to state-issued STTs (1973 and 1980) 
and co-authored the general catalog of the field (1977), 
Mr. Schimmel returns here to provide a useful update 
of sales tax token values since the publication of 
these earlier works. 

While the lack of accompanying photographs 
makes Sales Tax Tokens Prices rather dry reading, 
intermediate and advanced collectors will find Mr. 
Schimmel's knowledge of the tax token marketplace 
helpful. Gone are the artificially low estimates of 
the state-issued keys, with values of the elusive New 
Mexico fibers moving up to $6-12 for the one mill 
white and $95-1 25 for the five mills black. The under¬ 
rated Alabama dark blue similarly moves up to $25-35 
in this latest work, and other state-issued semi-keys 
advance as well. All of these estimates, while not 
perfect, are considerably closer to reality than those 
listed in any previous token price guide. 

One has to wonder about the value of the Alabama pale blue, on the other hand, 
rocketing to $20-30 despite the fact that it is merely a minor color variation of the 
state's light grey stock. Still, as a token auctioneer Mr. Schimmel is intimately familiar 
with prices actually being paid for tokens; whether these prices are reflective of true 
value would seem a moot point. 

The chief weakness of Mr. Schimmel's new booklet would seem to be its rigid 
adherence to the numbering system of his previous booklets. Specifically, the dubious 
listing of Oklahoma "chocolate brown' fiber and failure to include the not-uncommon 
reddish-brown fiber would seem a major flaw. Such minor quibbles are far outweighed 
by the mass of useful price date present, however. Complete price estimates are provided 
for the Illinois metal provisionals series in three grades, for example, as is complete 
auction price data for private and provisional tokens of other states. (One should bear 
in mind, of course, that some of these successful bids were artifically low due to lack 
of auction participation. Anyone believing that R-10 Missouri counterstamps are really 
worth just $2 or 3 is sorely mistaken.) 

Well worth the modest cover price. Sales Tax Tokens Prices should provide a more 
than adequate guideline to token values until a new general catalog of sales tax tokens 
is published. The booklet is recommended for tax token collectors of all levels. 
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Tim Davenport 




Washington #125 

Merlin K. Maiehorn L-279 

With the previous issue of the Newsletter, I sent along a sheet on which there 
were pictures of four WA #125, the Tenino E. E. Walker wooden sales tax token. The 
question I asked was whether there was any difference between them, other than the 
way the tokens were cut out. 

Max Studley (R-276, Tucson, AZ) provided a detailed response, quoted below, 
with reproductions of his markup on the pictures 1 had sent out. 

"The four repros of Washington #125, for all practical purposes, are 
identical. 

"Registration of both letter and line-spacing are within a very small 
fraction of a millimeter. Any miniscule variation would be due to ink bleeding 
and/or expansion or contraction of the wood after printing. Unless a 
rubber-base, rather than an oil-base, printing ink were used the wood would 
normally have an absorbing effect resulting in uneven expansion of the printed 
matter. 

"The type font (Roman caps and lower case) is the same on all four 
repros. The same goes for the 'point' size. All lines were set bold-face. 
'Leading' between lines is '6-point' in all cases and all lines 'center-justified.' 

If you were to pul! these repros on 'onion skin' or 12-lb. or lighter stock and 
superimpose one over the other on a printer's 'light-table,' you would see 
the close registration. 

"No, these are not varieties, as far as the printing is concerned. The 
wood? Now, that's another matter." 



( 1 ) 


( 2 ) 
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(3) 


(4) 


Tenino: Thicknesses 

Merlin K. Maiehorn L-279 


From time to time, a comment has been made that the Tenino wooden sales tax 
tokens have several thicknesses and these thicknesses should be 
cataloged as varieties. 


OTTHfiIMMM.il 
r«r Mm T« 

I 4 A Cm* 


TUUNO, WASH. t 


| r«r IWm Tip 

H-s* c««t 


tv* DRUG SHOT 
TENINO, WASH: 


I have had occasion to measure the thickness 
of a considerable number of these tokens. There 
are many others I've not been able to measure, so 
obviously this is not the "last word" on thicknesses. 

Here is a table of all the thicknesses I've seen. I 
measured thicknesses by using a .1 mm. vernier 
calipers. As you can see, there are quite a few. Eventually we'll have 
to decide whether we want to identify thicknesses as varieties. 


TOKEN 


#94 Jiffy Lunch 
#95 Jiffy Lunch 
#96 L. A. McLain 
#97 L. A. McLain 


THICKNESS (millimeters) 

^ .4 .5 .6 .7 .8 .9 1.0 1.1 

1 


2 

1 

1 


2 







J i ^5 ^ 

#98 L. A. McLain 
#100 L. A. McLain 

#101 L. A. McLain 7 

#102 L. A. McLain 
#103 Paramount 

#104 Paramount 1 

#105 Paramount 

#106 Paramount 3 

#107 Penny's Garage 

#111 Cash Market 

#112 Cash Market 

#113 Independent 

#114 Independent 

#116 Independent 

#117 Independent 


#119 Independent 6 4 

#120 Independent 1 

#122 Independent 2 

#123 Independent 2 12 

#124 Independent 4 6 

#125 Walker 2 

Hopkins Merc 1 
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.7 .8 .9 1.0 1.1 

1 1 
1 

1 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

1 

5 2 

1 3 
1 
1 
3 

1 

6 2 
5 1 1 

7 2 

2 1 2 

6 10 

7 4 


Can anyone tell me who issued this thing, when, why, and how many? It's an obvious 
anti-tax (not anti -sales tax) piece, maybe from California during the taxpayer's revolt 
of a few years ago. I've seen two specimens of this. It says it's silver, and it feels heavy 
enough to be. The legends are: 


Obv. SILVER / 1 TROY OZ. / .999 FINE / THE PLUCKED 
TAXPAYER // 

Rev. THE INTERNATIONAL / ONE TROY OUNCE / (in small 
FINE / .999 SILVER) / 3.1 CRAMS / 480 GRAINS / 
CALIFORNIA MINT / WORLD TRADE UNIT // 

. . . The Editor 
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Oklahoma #11-#15 

Merlin K. Malehorn (L-279) 

Chits catalogs these tokens as follows: 

"Obv. SALES / TAX /II/ TOKEN / OKLAHOMA 
Rev. FOR OLD ACE /II / ASSISTANCE 

11. 23 mm. WHITE TRANSLUCENT FIBRE no center hole 

12. 23 mm. WHITE OPAQUE FIBRE no center hole 

13. 23 mm. CRAY OPAQUE FIBRE no center hole 

a. light gray. 

b. dark gray. 

14. 23 mm. YELLOW-BROWN OPAQUE FIBRE no center hole 

15. 23 mm. ORANGE-BROWN OPAQUE FIBRE no center hole" 

In Jerry Schimmel's State-Issued catalog they are OK-9 (#11, #12), OK-10 (# 13a, 

# 13b), OK-11 (#14), and OK-12 (#15). 

In Newsletter 57 (April - June 1987), I provided some information on the dies on 
this series of Oklahoma tokens. Marty Hartkopf (R—371, Jenkins, MO) had called my 
attention to these dies, and 1 had then examined 561 of the tokens. I had found six dies 
on the obverse and eight on the reverse. The article gave some measurements. I also 
listed all the combinations I had found at that time. There were 30 combinations out 
of 48 possible. However, when spread across the six tokens, there were a possible 48 
for each token or a total of 288; I had identified 59. 

I now have identified an additional obverse die, for a total of seven. Taken with 
the eight reverse dies, the possible combinations are 56. Of these, I know of 34. When 
spread across the six tokens, at 56 possible for each, the total is 336, of which I know 
of 72. I don't think the 336 total is real, though, because I doubt that all dies were used 
on all tokens. For example, on # 13b I've found 27 different die combinations of the 
total of 34 identified. On the other hand, I've found only four die combinations on #12 
and four for #14. I've found no token with only one die combination. 

Incident to the development of the new catalog, Phil Nordin has provided some 
closeups of all the dies. I have reproduced them on the following pages, and included 
notes on measurements and other points. To reduce the "fuzziness" from repeated photo¬ 
copying from previous photocopies, I've printed these directly from a half-tone I made 
of each of Phil's pictures. As you can tell, only a few of the dies can be easily discrimi- - 
nated. To simplify the process for myself, I've made a reference set with a sample 
of each die. Even then, some of them have to be given careful study under a magnifier 
before they can be identified. As a result, it is doubtful that all this technical information 
on the dies and die combinations will be included in our new catalog. Instead, we might 
include only the few that can be easily identified, and refer to the Newsletter for more 
information. 

Following the pictures, I've provided a table of the die combinations I've found 
for each token. After that is a table of the tokens I've found for each die combination. 


All photos courtesy Phil Nordin 









Dies 2 and 4, 4 and 5, in a side-by-side comparison 

5 and 6, and 7 and 8 although the measurements are 

are different from each other almost the same 



OK #11 - #15 Reverse Dies. Measurements are (1) interior diameter of the interior ridge; (2) exterior diameter 
of the interior ridge, and (3) exterior diameter of the exterior ridge. Measurements are in millimeters. 





OK #11 - #15 

TABLE OF DIE COMBINATIONS PER TOKEN 


Token 


#11 

1/2 

1/3 

1/7 


4/5 

5/3 

5/6 

#12 

5/3 

6/3 

6/6 

# 13a 

2/1 

2/2 

2/5 


4/7 

5/1 

5/3 


6/6 

6/8 


# 13b 

1/2 

1/7 

2/1 


2/7 

4/1 

4/3 


5/1 

5/3 

5/5 


6/3 

6/4 

6/5 

#14 

2/2 

4/5 

4/7 

#15 

2/1 

4/3 

4/4 


Combinations 


2/2 

2/7 

3/3 

3/6 

5/7 

6/4 

6/7 


6/7 




2/6 

2/7 

4/3 

4/5 

5/4 

5/6 

5/7 

6/2 

2/2 

2/4 

2/5 

2/6 

4/5 

4/6 

4/7 

4/8 

5/6 

5/7 

5/8 

6/2 

6/8 

7/4 

7/6 


5/3 




4/7 

5/6 

6/7 



OK #11 - #15 

TABLE OF TOKENS PER DIE COMBINATION 


Dies 

Tokens(#) 

Dies 

Tokens (#) 

1/2 

11, 13b 

5/1 

13a, 13b 

1/3 

11 

5/3 

11, 12, 13a, 13b, 14 

1/7 

11, 13b 

5/4 

13a 

2/1 

13a, 13b, 15 

5/5 

13a, 13b 

2/2 

11, 13a, 13b, 14 

5/6 

11, 13a, 13b, 15 

2/4 

13b 

5/7 

11, 13a, 13b 

2/5 

13a, 13b 

5/8 

13b 

2/6 

13a, 13b 

6/2 

13a, 13b 

2/7 

11, 13a, 13b 

6/3 

12, 13b 

3/3 

11 

6/4 

11, 13b 

3/6 

11 

6/5 

13b 

4/1 

13b 

6/6 

12, 13a 

4/3 

13a, 13b, 15 

6/7 

11, 12, 13a, 15 

4/4 

15 

6/8 

13a, 13b 

4/5 

11, 13a, 13b, 14 

7/4 

13b 

4/6 

13b 

7/6 

13b 

4/7 

13a, 13b, 14, 15 



4/8 

13b 





Letters and Such 


Mike Batkin 

The El Paso Times recently ran a father and son look-alike contest. Mike Batkin 
(L-284, El Paso) and his father won the 17-year-old and older category. Thanks to David 
Stolaroff (R-393, El Paso) who called this to our atttention, and to Mike for permission 
to show it, here is a picture and an excerpt from the writeup in the Times . 



Contrary to popular 
belief, Mike, left, and 
Jeremy Batkin, pictured 
at left, are son and 
father, not brothers. 

They won the 17-year-old 
and older category. 


Mike Batkin strutted in to 
the El Paso Times’ office with 
all the cocky bluster of a grade 
school bully on his home turf. 
In one hand he held a small 
white envelope reading “Fa¬ 
ther-Son look-alike contest. 

“I think 1 have something 
here you should see,” he said, 
grinning to rival Jack Nichol¬ 
son. “Let me know if you need 
an interview nr anything.” 


This audacious behavior, it 
turns out, was wholly justified. 
For his entry in the Times 
father-son look-alike contest 
was tops — by a longshot — in 
the 17-year-old and older cat¬ 
egory. From shiny pates to 
identical salt-and-pepper 
beards, Mike, 40, and his 
father Jeremy, 67, struck a 
pose that smacked of Siamese 
twinism. 

But the Batkin twins were 
only one of three $100 winners 
in a contest that had the 
Times’ newsroom clucking 
with rumors of a local cloning 
conspiracy. 

In all, 80 brave (or fool¬ 
hardy) duos entered the look- 
alike contest. 





Tim Davenport 


25 


Let me tell you the saga of the ATTS Treasury. . . I got the last statement back 
and noticed a couple $500 "deposits" that l didn't make. That same day a couple of 
$760 checks came back "Account Closed." The checks were made out to "Angie Daven¬ 
port" with our old address and the ATTS account number on the back. 

It seems that professional crooks had somehow selected the ATTS account to 
run their latest scam on. Here's how it works: they get a bunch of old checks from 
a closed account. Then they write a check to someone whom they impersonate. Then 
they claim they want to "deposit" the check into an account, less a couple hundred dollars 
in "less cash." Naturally, the check bounces and the "deposit" is voided out; the account 
is docked the "less cash" money—and the crooks keep it. 

Of course, eventually the bank eats the lost "less cash" money—it's not the cus¬ 
tomer's responsibility. Particularly when the person being impersonated isn't even a 
signer on the account in question (as is the case with "Angie Davenport" and the ATTS 
account.) 

We FINALLY got things sorted out here—got a couple cashier's checks to close 
the accounts this past week. But things were frozen up for a time while they tried 
to sort out what was going on. . . I got the account closed down fast, sent them a co¬ 
mplete list of people to whom I had written checks. . . If you think about it, account 
numbers are NOT secret information. Every time you write a check, you are giving 
someone your address and account number. What is interesting in the ATTS case is 
that only 7 checks had been written on the account, NO papers were thrown away with 
the account number on them, the ATM machine was NEVER used. And of the 7 checks, 
only 2 to the post office, one to the state library, and one to the state archives went 
to strangers. . . It would seem that the crooks either had connections in those places 
or it was an inside job at Seafirst. I outline this in depth in case any investigators wanted 
to follow up. They have a couple gangs doing this in an organized manner in Seattle, 

I have since learned. 

The bottom line is that the ATTS account has been restored, safe and sound. 
I'm quite sick of the matter. . . I had to fill out an affidavit for each check written, 
plus a long letter, plus misaddressed registered mail which resulted in at least six phone 
calls. . . 

Charles Carter 

The sad news has reached us that Charles Carter, founding Secretary-Treasurer 
of ATTS in 1971, passed away of leukemia on December 6, 1988. Jerry Schimmel has - 
provided this brief appreciation of Mr. Carter: 

"Charles L. Carter was one of the founding members of the American 
Tax Token Society and its first Secretary-Treasurer. 1 had met Charlie 
only a few times in the early 1970s at different numismatic functions, a 
small frail man by the time I had come to know him. He and his wife, Pauline, 
attended these meetings together and were never apart. Charlie was one 
of the most dependable volunteer officers I had ever met, his financial and 
secretarial reports were always done before time and his idea of what to 
do as an officer was never in doubt in his mind or mine. However, he was 
never afraid to tell me or anyone else if he felt he was getting stuck with 
assignments that didn't come under his purview. Even with the large amount 
of time he spent on his volunteer work for the Society, he always provided 
new research on the hobby and plenty of correspondence for the enjoyment 
and education of the rest of us. For our group he made quite a contribution 
and should be remembered for that." 


Jerry Schimmel 
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American Tax Token Society, Secretary £ Treasurer's Report 


Organizational Report 

. $1060.62 


Credits: Dues Payments Received . 50.00 

Donations to ATTS (Thank You!). 13.00 

Interest 11.38 

Transfer from Savings . 200.00 

Debits: Newsletter Costs, #65 and Supplement. . . . $202.38 

Secretarial Postage 14.47 

Checks (Seafirst Bank) . 4.86 

Don Barsi: Balance on C A research. 11.00 

Tim Davenport: WA research costs. 15.50 

New Balance $1087.24 

Savings 

Previous Balance $2045.98 

Credit: Interest 24.54 

Debit: Transfer to Checking 200.00 

New Balance $1870.52 

Total $2957.76 


SECRETARIAL REPORT 
NEW MEMBERS 

R-426 Marc J. Duvall, First & Lenora Bldg., 2030 First Ave., Seattle, WA 98121 
R-427 Victor Short, Cinderella Stamp Club, Hunters Lodge, Cottesmore Road, 
Ashwell, Oakham, Leicestershire LE15 7LJ UNITED KINGDOM 
R-428 John Vrbancic, 722 Coolidge Ave., Kalamazoo, Ml 49007 

REINSTATED 

R-268 Wayne Hohndorf, 6546 Binney Street, Omaha, NE 68104 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

R-392 Tim White, 16702 Third St. N., independence, MO 64056 
ADDRESS CORRECTION 

L-167 James H. Holtel, 153 East Columbus Street, Nelsonville, OH 45764 
DECEASED 


Second Quarter 1989 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Checking 

Previous Balance 


F-6,H-8 Charles Carter, Denver, CO 

REMEMBER THE NEW ADDRESS: ATTS Business Office, 5150 NW Shasta, 

Corvallis, OR 97330 



















NEWSLETTER 
- DEC 1989 



ATTS Editorial Office 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 


ATTS Business Office 
5150 NW Shasta 
Corvallis, OR 97330 


Advertisements 



WANTED: ( Chits numbers) AL #10, AR #6, AR #7, !L #83, IL #93, KY #17, OK #10, 
OK #11, OK #12. Also want transportation, prison and race track admission and lapel 
pins. Write Bob Kelley, 2689 Cliff Road, North Bend, OH 45052. 


In This Issue 

This issue is a little different from most. Usually, we have several articles of 
historical and technical nature. However, as Tim Davenport and I have been working 
along on the new catalog, we've also been trying to obtain more information on some 
of the matters of interest. Tim's several recent articles on Washington are examples 
of some of the results. I had an article recently about Canadian pieces, reporting on 
my efforts to resolve some uncertainties about these "tokens." We certainly are not 
going to have the "final, authoritative word" on everything, but we are finding some 
information that is useful. Much of the work involves correspondence with various 
sources. So what I've done in this issue is provide some background and then provide 
copies or summaries of some of the interesting correspondence. There's a lot of other 
material, but I've tried to pick a few that illustrate the amount of work that has to 
be accomplished. Maybe some of it will be interesting, and some of it is gradually clear¬ 
ing up a few of the more tantalizing odds and ends of sales tax "token" collecting. 

Included with this issue for each member is a new souvenir card issued recently 
by Washington. It is further described later in this issue. Ed Tupper from Seattle went 
to the trouble of getting these from the state and providing them for each of us. 


• • • 


The Editor 
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Prices Realized 

Schimmel's Auction #20, closing October 22, 1989 


USA - BA LES TAX TOKENS 

Numbers used are from U.S. State 
Issued Sales Tax Tokens and 
Chits, Chislers end Funny Money, 
the latter in parentheses. For a 
"Fast Finder *V1isting order the 
new Sales Tax, Tokens — Prices for 
*2.00, or 10 For *l^ 4 - > 



1. Trial Strike or Pattern Piece: 
an MO-5 Missouri 1 Mill pebbled 

■tap token in aluminum. It is 
probably C!<C(#11) although the 
catalog description doesn't make 
clear whether or not it 
represents the pebbled variety. 
This one is Unc with a tiny spot 
of oxide on one side and is tne 
second specimen which 1 have 
personally verified. The first 
was found by the late Jerry Bates 
in a junk box in the early 
1970's. Mike Pfefferkorn may have 
known of another. At any rate 
they are extremely rare. (*300) 


Regular State Issues 

2. AL-6 (#10-13) 1 Mill ctr hole 

grey fibre, crisp unc w/ light 
discolors on obv <*3) 

3. AL-7 (#14) 1 Mi 11 4mm num., 

off white fibre crisp unc (*10) 

4. Same but liqht grey crisp unc 
(* 10 ) 

5. AL-7a (#15) Similar but 
numeral is 5mm off-wht VF (*5) 

6. AL—0 <*16) 1 Mill dbl circle 

pale grey crisp unc (*9) 

7. AL-1,2,3,9,12 Unc! 4,5 VF.EF 6 
diff <*8> 

B. AZ Group of six diff 1 S< 5 
Mills all Unc except 1 M line in 
EF < SI 2) 


?• CO-1,2,4 3 diff Unc <*5) 

10. CO—3 (#10/11) 2 M brown fibri 
Unc (*6) 

1). IL—3 (2a/b) 1 1/2 Retailer's 
error EF (S6> 

IL—1 !r 3 (#3,4, £) 30+ pcs 

EF-Unc < * 10) 

13. KS-1,2,3 (#2.3.4) 16 pcs 1 t, 

4 Unc. 2 VF-EF (is) S, 

14. KS-la (#unl) 1 M no center 
rays A1 Unc (SI 2) • 

*-*"l)2i3,4 EF-Unc lot of 13 
pcs (S8) 

2^-1, 2,4 3 diff VF-Unc <* 15) 
17. HO—1 (#17*) 1 M ]urge 

rev db °F+ d (« 5 ) h pressure stamp on 

MO-1,2, 3, 4 group of 45 mixed 
cardboards EF-Unc (*?0) 

19> <2 vars of 3) Unci 

-2 AU. 5 diff (SI 2) 

tSbo*)* 1- '* 5 M cop error EF 

21. NM—6 (#11) 1 M wht fibre 

crisp unc (SI 2) 

22. NM-7 (#12) 5 M blk fibre 
crisp unc (#125) 

^ OK-11 <#14) 1 M tan fibre EF 

i,£» 19 i 7 Unc, 4 EF <*11) 

St^rs iF*(i7V nl) 1 ” A1Um n ° 

ny’ HI - ?* 2 !? 3 P CE EF-Unc (*3) 

■‘- 3 • NA 1 (#18a-d) 1935 Alum 30 

P^ E ,,AU-Unc not studied for vars 


$482 


7 

6 

10 

13 

10 


3 

6 

8 

3 

5 

14 

8 

7 

6 

20 


16 

10 

91 

8 

11 

5 

13 


2B. WA-2 *< 3 (#19,20) pair of two 
unc cardbds <*4) 

29. WA-4 (#21) 37. Tax Token fibre 
9 pcs EF-Unc. Its of vars <*15> 

30. WA-5 (#24) On 14c grey fibre 
6 Unc pcs (*9) 

31. WA-6 fc 6a 1 M plastic in pale 
green and grey, 2 pcs EF <*3) 

32. State Issues Group 150+ 
common pcs VG-F all states, none 
damaaed, only 16 cdbd or fibre 
(*45) 

33. State Issue Plastics Group of 

120+ F-EF all states, lots of 
vars. <*60) 

34. State Issues Daeaged Group 

35+ (*5> 


Illinois It KV Metal Provisionals 

35. <IL#11) Astoria VF + <*55> 

36. (IL#13) Beardstown EF (*7) 

37. (1L#14) Bunker Hill EF (*4) 



38. (1L#20) Depue EF <*35> 

39. (IL#22 > El Paso EF+ < * 14) 

40. (IL#25) Gillespie AU (*4) 

41. (IL#27) Hoopeston Unc <*4) 

42. (IL#29> Jackson Co. AU <*3) 

43. (IL#30a) Jacksonv’l c cross 
bar to rt OF <S4) 

44. (IL#35> Ladd EF+ (*32) 

45. (IL#39) Litchfield group of 7 
pcs EF-Unc <*3) 

46. <IL#42) Hattoon EF <*3) 

47. (IL#4B> Honeouth VF + (S3) 

48. (1L#49) Mt. Olive EF (S3) 

49. (IL#57) Pike Co. EF ($4) 

50. (IL#77) Rock Island copper 25 
pcs EF-Unc (*18) 

51. (IL#78a) Rock Island A1 thk 
plncht. 20 pcs EF-Unc (* 14) 

52. <IL#79 > Rossvilie VF <S6) 

53. ( I L#83) Rushvilie EF (til) 

54. (IL#91 ) Virginia VF <*8) 

55. (IL#93) Witt VF (S10) 

56. (IL#96) Wyoming EF <*17) 

57. IL Metal Provs Group of 31 

diff EF-Unc (#10,15.16.IB.19.21, 
23,26, 30bS,c . 31.32, 33.34.37.39. 
44,45, 46a, 46b. 51,53,76, 77,78akb, 
85,86.89.90,92) (*50) 

5B. Similar but 9 diff in F 
(#19,21.30b, 31,37,53a. 77, 78b. 86) 
(SB) 

59. (KY#15S<16) Arctic Ice pair 6r 
abt Unc (*7) 

Missouri "Counterstamps* 

60. M0-1(#17) Also Good In Los 
Angeles 1936, L.A. Con. Corp. 
rubberstamped in purple EF <S9) 

61. M0-1 (#17) Also Good In Los 
Angeles 1936 L.A. Conv. Corp. 
printed in red AU (S10) 

62. M0-1(#17) Orient Coal Fro* 
Franklin County rbrstp in blue 
abt EF <S9> 



6 

13 

10 

4 

40 


60 

3 

60 


5 


3 

5 


4 


8 

3 

16 


11 

10 


7 

7 

21 

11 

42 






_ »ymr , 

Tobaccos, Pip**. Cigars, Retei 1 t< 
Whlesale, 2007 S. Jeffehson, St. 
Louis rbrstp in purple VF+ (S16) 

64. MO-2(#IB) The Union News Co. 
Paid rbrstp in purple Unc <S16) 

65. M0-1L2 (#176,18) "Vot* S.O.P. 
and End Th* Sales Tax" 2 pcs 
hand-lettered in blue-black ink 
with old ink pen EF + (49) 


Wood, Paper, Cardboard Etc 

66. <lL#74a) Randolph Co. rbrstp 
This Token A Reprint Unc (43) 

67. (IL#121> Daniel's org cdbd 
Unc <*9> 



riMCl's's/lES TOKEN 

•< »nv D<*wl'a Pu;e 
Sim fat fa:r valur. 

*7*c QliL Q*.’ ‘.fcU* CiNT •’ e 


- Mi** 


- H<*1~ 


68. OH Pairs Group 7 unbroken, 3 
types: CL31, RE73, SU1 (an 
"early") plus 50 Consumer halves 


28 

28 

38 


2 

7 


10 


1-60c, 9 types (S10) 

69. (WA#49,50, 72b) Spokane *35 l< 
*41, Mecca 3 pcs AU (47) 

70. (WA#123) Thurston Co. donkey 
walk'to rt. Unc (S15) 

71. (WA#124) similar donkey to 
left Unc (415) 

72. (WA#119b,122,123) Thurston 
Co. group of 4 all unc, but damp 
storage has caused the red ink to 
blur a bit on all <420) 

73. <WV#15) 6.C. Murphy Co. lc 
white paper EF (415) 

74. <WV#unl> similar but no top 
hook on large numeral 1; * of 
patronage is under v of Murphy at 
bottom. OF (425) Not previously 
recorded. 

75. <WV#24) F.W. Wool worth yellow 
paper VF (S15) 

76. (SMX#1) IX Siaplicity Tax abt 
EF (#9) 

77. <CA#?> Lucerne Milk l/2c, 
Safeway Stores ... cdbd 46 EF + . 
Issued here in CA but 1 have 
never been able to determine if 
it was for the sales tax. (#4) 


15 

15 

17 

15 

30 

13 
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Alpert's Mail Bid Sale #34, closing October 23, 1989 

1290. 226 state sales tax 1457. 57 assorted state sales 

tokens. Over 40 diff. -P- 1 -' 3 tax tokens 


New Finds 

. . . The Editor 


Texas 


In a long article which follows, ! have summarized quite a bit of information about 
the Texas anti-sales tax tokens, included in the article are two new finds, so I won't 
illustrate them here. 

Missouri, West Virginia 

Jerry Schimmel's Auction #20 included several pieces not previously known. They 
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The C. C. Murphy sales tax memorandum is from West Virginia. It is quite similar 
to some other Murphys from West Virginia, but as Jerry indicated in his description, 
there are some slight differences. 

The two counterstamps are both on the back of Missouri milktops. The Schuermeyer 
is on the back of the 1 mill (#17); the Union News is on the back of the 5 mill (#18). 

Jerry's sale also included two handwritten counterstamps. They had been previously 
known under a single description. However, as the pictures below disclose, one is hand 
printed in capitol letters; it is on the reverse of Missouri #17. The other is handwritten 
on the reverse of Missouri #18. 



Washington 


Along with Newsletter 65, I sent a paper with pictures of four E. E. Walker (Tenino) 
tokens, and asked whether they were the same or different. Max Studley responded 
that they were not, and I reproduced the information and illustrations in Newsletter 66. 
In the meantime, 1 had run across some additional E. E. Walker tokens. Two of them 
are illustrated below. I hope that to your naked eye they appear different. To my eye, 
the E. E. Walker line on the left is taller than the E. E. Walker line on the right, for 
example. So I sent them off to Max for a technical analysis. He responds: 



"At first sight one of these Walkers appears slightly larger than the 
other. In actuality, they aren't! The illusion is due to several factors: 


"1. The copy is bolder on one token, due to a heavier impression; the 
form carried more ink, or a combination of both. In the 1930s ail small 
printing jobs this size were hand-set from foundry type and there was abso¬ 
lutely no deviation in the letters or characters. Occasionally the face would 
become worn or damaged and be replaced without re-setting the entire line 
or job. Note the letter 't' in 1 -5th on one of the copies. Type, unlike coin 
dies, are always identical within the font and have a high fidelity of repro¬ 
duction, consequently it is unlikely that you will find varieties among like 
tokens of wood, fiber or cardboard. Let's consider that we are going to 
run a job of 100,000 individual, like-printed tokens—rather than a press run 
of 100,000, we would set the same job, say 10 times and each time the 
hand-composition would be identically set (this is known as 'step-and-repeat ), 




the press run is only 10,000 impressions. The 10-up job then goes to the 
cutter and unless a cutting die is used, there will usually be some inaccuracies, 
therefore varieties will be found in the finished size but seldom in the copy. 

Here, we have been talking about hand-set type and printing by the old 
letterpress method. Different factors apply to the present day 'cold-type' 
composition and printing by offset or laser. 

"2. The texture or grain of the wood (usually balsa) probably has a 
tendency to give a distorted comparison. 

"3. Very soft woods easily absorb atmospheric moisture and swell 
or expand under humid conditions with inverse effects under very dry 
exposure." 

Very interesting. The implications of this go well beyond the Walker tokens. There 
are other Tenino tokens that have been reported as being different in the height of 
one or more lines, with no other indication with regard to alignment of the lines or 
other arrangements. If all other things are the same, at this point we would have to 
conclude that those apparent slight differences in "height of the fifth line," for example, 
are not real varieties at all! 

New York ? 


In Newsletter 59, page 3 (October - December 1987), I provided an illustration 
of a new find. In case you missed it, here's the picture again. 



I sent a picture to Larry Brokofsky, Lincoln, NE, to see if he could identify the 
source of the token. He responded: 

"I'm not 100 per cent sure on the Liebman token, but I think that it was 
used by Walter H. Liebman of Manhatten, New York. He was a lawyer and 
the President, of Liefmann Breweries, Inc. (They spelled their last name 
with two n's, and they made Rheingold Beer.) He was the senior partner 
in the law offices of Liebman, Eulau, and Robinson in New York City. 

"He ran unsuccessfully for U.S. Congress in the 17th Congressional District 
in 1 938 as a Democrat. He lost to the Republican/Progessive candidate 
Bruce Barton. 

"He graduated from Princeton Univeristy in 1927, Columbia Law School 
in 1930, and was admitted to the bar that same year. ... He died in 1963 
at the age of 57. 





"I don't have a book on the history of the Assembly races in New York, 
but from what I have been able to determine about him, he was a very active 
Democrat, and I'm quite sure that at an early age he attempted to get elected 
to the New York Assembly. He definitely was not successful. He does not 
show up on any lists of elected Assemblymen. From the looks of (the token) 

I would place the age of the token somewhere around the late 30s or early 
40s." 

The "Thing" 

On page 19 of Newsletter 66, I provided a picture of a "thing" and asked if anyone 
could give a clue as to its purpose. Max Studley (R-276, Tucson, AZ) responded: 

"The 'thing' is properly referred to as a 'silver round;' circa 1983 to 
present. This particular piece was issued by a private company. The Inter¬ 
national World Trade Mint, in California. The obverse is satirical, whereas 
the reverse depicts a balance along with composition statistics to give the 
piece credibility. 

"Silver rounds, along withe myriad varieties of small silver ingots, 
were quite popular in the early and mid 80s, especially when silver prices 
peaked at $50+ per ounce troy in early 1980. Numismatics, from the true 
collector's point of view, became prostituted by the infiltration of speculators 
into their field. An artificial market was created, to some extent, by the 
heavy demands of the speculators for silver coins. As the value of silver 
has decreased for the past nearly ten years the majority of former hoarders, 
or speculators as they preferred to be called, have taken their licks and 
gotten out. Some silver rounds and ingots are still being produced by private 
mints, but for the most part government mints have gotten in on the act 
and, although the demand has lessened, it is still a profitable business and 
is being subsidized by the speculator. These silver planchets cannot be con¬ 
strued as coins, nor are they tokens. No, the 'round' in question is not a 
Proposition 13 propaganda piece, as might be speculated. (Incidentally, 
the description given is incorrect; the weight should be 31 grams rather 



CALVIN AND HOBBES 8ILL WATTERSON 





Washington 

in Newsletter 65 I provided an article that Tim Davenport (R-232, Corvallis, OR) 
sent in, in which there was reference to a commemorative souvenir card recently issued 
by the State of Washington. Tim had sent along one of the cards, which I hadn't repro¬ 
duced at the time due to lack of space. A picture is now reproduced below. The print 
is medium green on a white cardboard. As you can see, there is a token attached to 
the card. I had assumed the token was a left-over piece from some hoard that Washington 
had squirreled away somewhere. However, Ed Tupper (R—245, Seattle, WA) called to 
my attention the fact that the token is a specially-minted piece. One of the faces is 
reasonably readable, but the other is very crowded. I have reproduced both faces, blown 
up to 300%, beside, the picture of the card. The legends on the token are: 


Obv. TAX COMMISSION / SALES TAX / TOKEN / STATE OF WASHINGTON // 

Rev. WASHINGTON CENTENNIAL / Washington State / Department of Revenue / 
1989 COMMEMORATIVE TOKEN // 







Ceiebrating Washingtons Centennial 

Washington’s Safes Tax Token 
{ 1935 - 1951 ) 

If you were born after i960, you may never have seen 
(or heard) of a tax. token (ike the one attached to this 
card Tax tokens took severe: shapes between 1935 
and 195 f when they were used in Washington State. 
The most popular was the aluminum token with a cen¬ 
ter note About 183 million of them were distributed. 

Washington pioneered the issuance of tax tokens and 
survived a U.S Treasury challenge of them as coinage. 
Originally tokens were worth 1 /5 cent and later 173 
cent. The first ones were printed on 1x2-tnch litho¬ 
graphed paper for use until the metal coins were 
minted During World War j| metai tokens were replaced 
by dark green fiber and shiny greet? plastic ones. After 
me War aluminum tokens were used once more. 

Washington’s residents found other creative uses for 
the tokens such as poker chips, washers, fishing tackle 
and as decor-scons on hat bands and students’ shoe 
laces Tokens also made excellent oulis-eyes in target 
practice. 

Replaced by pennies in ?95fax tokens g,}(sp¬ 
are now a collector's item.especially the ^ 4 * 

early editions and paper script 7 ’• 


Mjuo «»f Rt-v<m«?> 

VVA. 3$83. 


























Nebraska 


George Hosek (R-372, Omaha, NE) has been feeding me information about Nebraska 
on a regular basis. I assume most of us are aware that Nebraska was the source of several 
anti-sales tax pieces at the time many states were considering imposition of a sales 
tax. Actually, the Nebraska pieces also brag about having no bonded debt and no income 
tax, as well as no sales tax. Nebraska began to call itself a "white spot." So the anti-sales 
tax pieces usually included something about the "white spot." There were a lot of maga¬ 
zine and newspaper articles written in Nebraska at the time, and there were various 
other collectable pieces that are not really anti -sales tax so we don't catalog them. 
Jerry Hohndorf, brother of Wayne Hohndorf (R-268, Omaha) is collecting information 
on the "white spot" episode, with the intent to write a history. Jerry and George provided 
a few items of interest. Reproduced below is a self-called wooden nickel, and a cacheted 
cover. On the next page is a reproduction of the cover of the Omaha Chamber of 
Commerce Journal for February 1938. They also sent me a couple advertisements from 
Time magazine, one of which I have reproduced. Jerry reports that the white spot logo 
was on stationery, envelopes, and ice cream containers, among other things. There 
were little lapel pins, as well as the license plate frame I illustrated in page 23 of 
Newsletter 64. It is also reported that some of the "milktop" white spot tokens were 
sent to California by the thousands—the reason was not given. 


WOODEN NICKLE 

5c 

HUMBOLDT, NEBR. 
“The Bright Spot 
of the White Spot” 
Void After $ept ?0j .1938, 


RICHARDSON COUNTY 

FREE_FAIR 

Humboldt 

Fall Festival 

SEPT. 14-15-16, 1938. 
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NATIONAL AIR MAIL WEEK 
MAY 15th TO 21st 

. NEBRASKA- 
“Amerlct'i Whit* Spot” 
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VIA AIR MAIL r 


NO SALES TAX 
Mt Kill ImM D*bt • M* tut* Hcofflt Tax 


Mr. Ceoil W. Slocum., 
202 S, 17 St., 

Omaha, Hebr. 


FIRST AIR MAIL FUSHT 
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OMAHA 
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We Don’t Use 
This Kind oi Money 


Nebraska coins no "money, "-prints no "sales tax currency,” issues no 
metal "tokens" to crowd real money out of the pockets of its citizens. 
Nebraska needs no spurious coins, which add to the cost of living in 
sales tax states. "FUNNY MONEY” BUYS NOTHING BUT INCREASED 
BURDENS OF GOVERNMENT. Nebraskans know from the experience 
of many other states that extra forms of taxation do not generally 
reduce property taxes. They are merely ADDED TAXES that encourage 
public waste. ★ Sales taxes tend to paralyze business. For example: 
Retail sales are up in Nebraska border counties; down in the sales tax 
counties across the state line. ★ These taxes are called by many 
names: General Sales Tax, Retail Sales Tax, Gross Receipts Tax, 
Consumers Sales Tax, Gross Sales Tax, Luxury Tax. Every one of them 
takes spendable money from the pockets of the people. NEBRASKA 
REJECTS THESE AND ALL NEW FORMS OF TAXATION, KEEPS 
LOW THE COST OF GOVERNMENT AND THUS ENLARGES OP¬ 
PORTUNITIES FOR BUSINESS, LABOR AND AGRICULTURE. ★ In¬ 
dustry expands readily in a state where government is thrifty, workers 
and employers cooperate. Nebraska's growing market and abundant 
raw materials are available through unexcelled transportation—and 
power and fuel are cheap. Write for full information. 


Nebraska Offers: 

No Income Tax 
No Sales Tax 
No Other Extra Taxes 
No Bonded Debt 
More Money for Living 



Nebraska's constitution prohibits 
state bonds. Moreover, 77 of 93 
counties have no bonds. Mu¬ 
nicipal debts are low, and 
steadily declining. 


Associated Industries of Nebraska 

414 .INSURANCE BLDG., LINCOLN 
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Washington Exemption Slips 

Abandoned 

Tim Davenport R-232 

Effective July 1, 1989, the Washington sales tax exemption certificate program 
has been abandoned in favor of a new simplified system. Under the new system, all 
that Oregonians (or residents of other states without a sales tax) must do is present 
two pieces of identification, one with a photo, and the sales tax is waived at the cash 
register. Presumably driver's license numbers, addresses, and signatures are also collected 
at the point of sale for state tax authorities to use for verification. 

The old system of sales tax exemption certificates, established in 1967, proved 
to be cumbersome. Before being able to take advantage of the sales tax exemption 
granted to them by law, Oregonians had to track down a site selling exemption certifi¬ 
cates (no easy feat), present identification, and pay a fee ($1.00 until about 1985, when 
the rate jumped to $5.00). Very few Oregonians knew about the plan and fewer yet 
participated, thus defeating the program's intent, the spurring of retail sales. It is hoped 
that by making the exemption instantaneous at the point of sale, more visitors across 
state lines will take advantage of the program and more goods will be sold. 


The cause of the tax exemption 
"problem," as most ATTS members 
are by now doubtlessly aware, lies in 
the fundamentally different nature 
of the Washington and Oregon tax sys¬ 
tems. Although the states share a com¬ 
mon border, regional culture, and close 
economic ties, state finance is conducted 
very differently indeed. Washington 
chooses to tax consumption and exempt 
income, thus having perhaps the highest 
sales tax in the nation, but zero income 
tax. Oregon, on the other hand, taxes 
income rather heavily, but exempts 
are basically happy with their own system, 
it seems, but certain problems do emerge when citizens must cross state lines. 

Oregonians visiting Washington, for example, have a strong disincentive to make 
retail purchases. Not only is the general price index somewhat higher in Washington, 
but a steep sales tax is tacked on top of the ticket price—7.996 in metropolitan Seattle 
and 8.196 in Bellevue and other areas on the "East Side" of Lake Washington. Exempting 
Oregonians from the tax is seen as a way to spur sales and so boost the state's economy. 
Given the large number of visitors to Washington from its southern neighbor, this theory 
does have a degree of merit. 

The new Washington exemption system proves that politicians in Olympia, at a 
minimum, are believers in the efficacy of forgiving Oregonians from paying the tax. 
By abandoning exemption certificates, Washington authorities are making it even easier 
for Oregonians to make tax-free retail purchases. In the process, however, yet another 
sales tax collectible is now passing from the American scene. 



255475 


Slate of Washington ^ 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 0“ 

NONRESIDENT PERMIT 

Valid Through June 30, 1989 
to purchase tangible personal property for use outside the State of 
Washing^a-^xempt frcun. Retail Sales Tax. 

_ I i (.^q4v. ia 


NAME 


C-S 

certify that I am a bona fide resident of thfl^tate shown above and agree to give 


STATE OF RESIDENCE 


the Department of Revenueeccess to 
first used substantial in Washingto 


ords to veritv that any purchases were not 



•S e-pf, /3^ / 


Date 

MERCHANT: See Reverse Side 


State of Washington 
Department of Revenue 

JSwjLlsJ 


taxes on retail sales. Residents of each state 
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Ohio Receipt R111 

The State Revenue Newsletter , November - December 1989, has a lead article 
on one of the Ohio sales tax receipts. With permission of both the State Revenue Society 
and the author, the article is reprinted below. Mr. Whyte is interested in hearing from 
anyone who is "into" the Ohio receipts and is interested in trades; he is possibly interested 
in tokens. His address is 7577 Feder Road, Galloway, OH 43119. 

THE $15 OHIO SALES TAX STAMP 


By Bruce L. Whyte 



All one had to do to become a special person in the 5th grade 
at Lincoln Elementary School in Wickliffe, Ohio in 1955 was to 
bring in some $15 Ohio sales tax stamps. The class which collected 
the greatest dollar value using the face value of the stamps, would 
win an ice cream party. As the stamps were brought in they were 
sorted by denominations and put into bundles that had a face value 
of $100. It was much easier to make bundles with $15 stamps than 
with 3£ stamps. 

The Ohio Retail Sales Tax law of 1934 provided for the taxing 
of retail sales of tangible personal property through a system of 
prepaid collections. Ohio retailers were required to purchase 
stamps from the Department of Taxation or its agents. After each 
sale they were to give the consumer his/her portion of the prepaid 
tax receipt (stamp). The General Assembly enacted a redemption 
plan four years later for these tax stamps. The primary objective 
of the redemption plan was to enlist the cooperation of consumers 
by making it advantageous for them to demand their portion of the 
tax receipt. The rate of redemption was 3% of the face value of 
the receipts. The value shown on the stamps you received indicated 
the amount of sales tax you had paid. The stamps were issued in 
denominations from one cent to fift-en dollars and numerous 
varieties exist. 

I do not remember if our class won the ice cream party, but it 
helped collect some of the $130,631,197 in face value of redeemed 
stamps out of the total of $194,247,612 in face value of tax 
receipts given, out in 1955. Those bundles of stamps were 
collected with tons of others and were burned in an incinerator 
at the old State School for the Blind during the years 1939 
to 1962. j 

The stamps may have been burned, but a life long interest 
in state revenue stamps was kindled for me when I was that 
special person who brought in the $15 stamp thirty four years 
ago. 

Shown above is a complete copy of Rill, the 1952? Reserve 
Litho. printing of the $15 stamp. 




Texas: 


Anti-Tax Politics 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 



Since Texas didn't issue sales tax tokens, either at the state level or locally, one 
might assume there wouldn't be much to report from that state. However, as I suspect 
may have been true in many other states about which we have no information, there 
were quite a few anti- sales tax tokens, at the time the imposition of such a tax was 
being considered. In Chits , there are six such tokens listed; four of them are attributed 
to San Antonio but it is likely that was the source of the other two as well. The six 
listed are specifically identified as to the individual campaigning for the state legislature 
on the basis of being against the sales tax. The six individuals were James Barlow, 
Jake Johnson, Stanford Smith, Franklin Spears, Bill Brigham, and Dean J ohnson. Here 
are some illustrations of the design used by the first four individuals: 




(Rev.) 


Subsequent to the publication of Chits , another token was reported, attributed 
to Charlotte Keatts, and also probably from the San Antonio area. It has the same 
design as the tokens used by Brigham and Dean Johnson. Here are pictures. 



In Newsletter 64, I provided a picture of a rubbing of a new find, Ralph M. Hall 
from Rockwall, with the theme that the sales tax should be 1$ across the board. 


Incident to development of our new catalog, I have been trying to find out a little 
more about the individuals whose names appear on these tokens, the date(s) of the tokens, 
quantities, etc. It has been interesting, and not all the loose ends are tied up, but on 
the next several pages I will provide extracts from some of the correspondence so that 
you can see about what we know and don't know. 

George Hosek had put me in touch with a friend of his, Larry Brokofsky, in Lincoln, 
NE, who is a source of all kinds of good information about tokens and pinbacks and such 
things as related to political campaigns. In fact, in Newsletter 66, page 5, I reported 
on some information Larry had provided about a South Dakota token, and in this issue 
under "New Finds" I have included some information about another token he identified 
for us. 


In any event, I sent to Larry the draft pages from the TX part of our new catalog 
and asked for any information he could provide. He responded at length, as quoted 
below: 


"During the early and mid fifties, Texas was always coming up short 
in the state treasury. So, between 1957 and 1961, there were several tax 
study groups formed to study and review the tax situation in Texas. These 
groups _ajj_ concluded that the state was faced with a chronic insufficiency 
of funds, rather than a one-time financial crisis. 








"After considering a number of tax measures, the 1961 legislature adopted 
a two percent retail sales tax. Ther were exemptions granted for necessities 
such as food, feed, seed, fertilizer, farm machinery, drugs, and other specific 
items. 

"This worked good until 1963, when the legislature again found itself 
in a moderate demand for money, in order to meet this new demand for 
more money, and not to raise taxes, they simply removed some of the exemp¬ 
tions that had been granted two years prior. 

"Armed with this information, I attempted to locate some election results 
from Texas in 1960 and '61. Election results for Governor, Senate, and U.S. 
House were quite readily available. However I was unable to locate any 
election results for state house and state senate races. 

"This led me to do some research on some of the names on the tokens. 
The token for Jake Johnson, I was able to determine, is for J. E. "Jake" 
Johnson, who was a Democrat and in 1966 represented the 24th District. 

"The token for Franklin Spears revealed the following: This piece may 
be from San Antonio, as he was born there. He too was a Democrat. He 
was elected as a State Representative in 1958 and served until he was elected 
to the state senate in 1961, where he served until 1967. In 1968, he was 
elected District Judge in the 57th Judicial District. He stayed in that capacity 
until 1978. In 1979, he was named an Associate Justice of the Texas Supreme 
Court, and continues in that office today. 

"In regards to the Ralph M. Hal! token, he too is a Democrat. He was 
elected as a State Representative in 1961, took office in 1962, and served 
in that office until 1972. He was elected in the 9th District. Prior to being 
elected a State Representative, he had served as Judge of Rockwall County 
from 1950 until 1962 and his election to the state house. 

"In 1980, Hall was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in the 
4th Congrssional District, he has been re-elected every two years since. 
He has also used tokens in every one of his Congressional elections. You 
stated that there was a token for him for Lt. Governor. This piece would 
have been issued in 1972 when he was runing for that office and came in 
fourth in the primary. 

"Based on the above, I would say about all of the tokens on your list: 

1. They are all Democrats. 

2. All of the people listed on the tokens were members of the state 
legislature, and belonged to one of the groups formed that were 
against a 2 percent sales tax. 

3. With their names on the tokens, they not only showed their dis¬ 
pleasure with the tax increase, they were also using the tokens 
as a way to get their names in front of the electorate a year 
early. 

4. The pieces were, in all probability, issued in 1960. They would 
not have been issued after the middle of 1961, as Spears ran 
for the State Senate in the fall of 1961, and if issued in that 
year, they should have said Senator instead of State Rep. 
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5. There are probably several other tokens out there waiting to 
be found. Usually, when a committee is formed to fight a bill, 
they get several co-signers to sign on in an effort to defeat it. 

On top of that, the company that made the tokens would attempt 
to get all signers to buy the tokens as give-aways. 

"I cannot help with any of the other names on the tokens, and I do not 
know who made them or how many of each was made. Since Ralph Hall 
is currently serving in the U.S. Congress, you might drop him a line and 
ask him if he can shed any more light on the tokens. (Address given.)" 

Harvey Thamm (R-414, Stafford, TX) loaned me the Barlow and Brigham tokens 
for pictures; I have forwarded them on to Phil for good pictures for the new catalog. 

I also have had several letters from Leo Warren. Leo is not a member of ATTS 
but has been a contact for me for several years with regard to the TX tokens. He lives 
in San Antonio and collects San Antonio tokens, along with a lot of other things. 

". . . Ralph Hall from Rockwall put out more encased cents than any 
other person in TX. . . ." 


"I think Franklin Spears is a State Supreme Court Juge in Austin at the 
present time. I think Jake Johnson is dead. But I am fairly confident they 
all were from San Antonio and its immediate vicinity at the time these tokens 
were made. 

"I called Judge Barlow's office . . . suggestion was that either you or 
I write a letter on the matter and promised immediate attention . . . 

"All the original tokens are aluminum and the same size as pictured with 
the exception of the Charlotte Keatts piece . . . Notice all the districts 
are represented except District #5. The differences are that the Keatts 
piece is larger and the extra Jake Johnson is 'gold-anodized aluminum.' 

". . . Norman Brock . . . was a fixture in San Antonio for 50 years running 
Brock's Book Store, which dealt not only in books but also in all types of 
collectibles including coins, paper, tokens, etc. Up until Brock's went out 
of business. Brock did wooden nickel advertising in the numismatic publications 
and passed the orders on to Elbee (an wooden nickel manufacturing company 
that Leo describes). Brock wasn't bashful about having wooden nickels made 
up to support his ideas. LBJ was one of his favorite targets. . ." 

(Leo provided a picture of one of Brock's wooden nickels. He also provided a picture 
of several of "Hall from Rockwall" encased cents, including a new variety with a comment 
about sales tax on it. The Brock wooden nickel and the second Hall encased cent are 
illustrated below). 





Based on all this correspondence, I wrote to three individuals—Judge James E. 
Bariow, 186th Judicial District of Texas; Justice Franklin S. Spears, The Supreme Court 
of Texas; and Congressman Ralph Hall. 1 have not heard from Congressman Hall, but 
did receive some interesting replies from the other two. I have reproduced both letters 
on the following pages, since they represent information from two of the actual sponsors 
of the anti-sales tax tokens. 


The Supreme Court of Texas 

CHIEF.11 STICE PO BOX 122-18 (XPHOI. STATION 

THOMAS R. PHILLIPS 

AUSTIN, TEXAS "78" 11 

JUSTICES 

franklin s spears November 13, 1989 

C. L. RAY 

RAFT A. GONZALEZ 
OSCAR H MAl'ZY 
EUGENE A. COOK 
JACK HIGHTOWER 
NATHAN L HECHT 
LLOAD DOGGETT 

Mr. Merlin K. Malehorn 
American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, VA 22003 

Dear Mr. Malehorn: 

Thank you for your recent letter inquiring about the 
sales tax "tokens" used in the 1961 campaign for state 
r epr esentative. 

Four of us collaborated in that Democratic primary 
campaign to fight the enactment of a sales tax in Texas. 

The others were Stanford Smith, James Barlow, and Jake 
Johnson. We each purchased 100,000 of the "tokens" and 
distributed them to voters throughout Bexar county. I do 
not recall where we purchased them, but I believe it was from 
a specialty firm here in Texas. I believe each of us paid 
about $250.00 for the 100,000 tokens. 

I am sorry I could not find a sample of a token to 
send you. Perhaps one of the other candidates could help 
you with that. 

After we decided on the strategy, we added John Alaniz 
and he also won his election. He now practices law in San 
Antonio, Texas. Address: 1132 West Woodlawn, San Antonio, 
Texas. 


CLERK 

MARY M. W AKEFIELD 

EXECUTIAT ASS T 
WIllLAM 1. WIILIS 

ADMINISTRATIVE ass ] 
MARY ANN DEFIHAI G! 


James Barlow is a district judge in San Antonio. His 
address is 186th District Court, Bexar County Courthouse, San 
Antonio, Texas 78205. Jake Johnson lives in Round Rock, 
Texas. I do not have his address. 

By the way, the sales tax was passed in the.session 
following that election, so maybe it wasn't such a good idea 
after all -- but it did get us all elected. I hope this is 
all helpful to you. 


Sincerely, 



Franklin Spears 
Justice 



DISTRICT COURT 

IS6Tb JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

BEXAR COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78204 

JAMES E. BARLOW, judge 


November 3, 1989 


Mr. Merlin D. Malehorn 
American Tax Token Society 
Editorial Office 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, Va 22003 

Dear Mr. Malehorn: 

I received the letter that you sent concerning the token that 
you have concerning my campaign for the Legislature of Texas in 
1960. 


At that time, there was a controversy in this State over State 
finance and the various sides divided up over the enactment of a 
a general sales tax. The campaign took place in 1960 and we took 
office in 1961. Politics were much simpler in those days and the 
candidate virtually ran his own campaign without the intervention 
of pollsters, public relation people, flacks, and television 
writers. I was one of a group of independents that were opposed 
to this particular type of tax and were running against a group of 
entrenched politicians that were in favor of the tax. We hist' upon 
the idea of issuing a sales tax token. They were stamped out of 
aluminum and were manufactured by a novelty concern in Waco, Texas, 
the name of which I have long since forgotten. 

The group of Bexar County politicians that used them were Jake 
Johnson, Franklin Spears, Stanford Smith and myself. I never hard 
of Charlotte Keatts, Bill Brigham or Dean Johnson. 

As I recollect, we secured about 200 or 300 thousand of them 
and just passed them out like calling cards. Of course, we live 
in an area in which, at that time, practically everyone knew us 
anyway. 

They apparently made the point, because each of us won and we 
overturned a political machine that had been in control of this 
area since World War II. 

As a curious sidelight, the Legislature we were elected to 
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servein, enacted a general sales tax over our opposition anyway. 
That is the way things go in politics sometimes. 

There was another curious thing about these little tokens. 
Since a person has been conditioned to put anything that looks like 
money m his pocket, very few people discarded these tokens. You 
would meet a person several weeks later and he would still be 
carrying one with his change. I never had that kind of response 
with any other type of campaign material. 

There are probably some in desk drawers and closets all over 
this town, but there are no hoards of them left that I know of. 
In fact I only have one or two of them left myself and of course, 
I would not give them up for anything. 

Sincerely, 

Ci. (\ .T~ 

James E. Barlow 

JEB/omm / 


xusedtohave itall 
FIGURED our, PREACHER— I 
I WAS GONNA GET A 
CHEERLEADING SCHOLAR-1 
SHlp-fO COLLEGE. 



USE MY BATON' 

TWI RUNG TALENTS 
TO WIN THE MISS 
AMERICA PAGEANT, 
AND THEN SETTLE 
INTO A CAREER AS 
A DALLAS COWGlgLfJ 



-BUT NOW 
1 DON'T 
KNOWt. 
T-TVE 
CHANGED 
AND 
GROWN 
ASA 
PERSON... 



.. WOW I WANT 
TO HELP PEOPLE L 
I -TO LEAD A 
LIFE OF SERVICE 

to others I 

■y\rs 1 


NOW I WANNA 
BE A GAME-SHOW 
HOSTESS' 



PREACHER, THERE'S SO 
MUCH SUFFERING IN THE 
WORLD AND 1 - T'M S O 
PRIVILEGED'.. 



X MEAN, UGLY GIRLS WHO 
WON'T HAVE A DATE FOR 
THE PROM, AND TACKY 
PEOPLE WHODON’TOWW 
A DECENT PAIR OF 



AND... AND THOSE LESS 
FORTUNATE THAN X 
WHO'LL NEVER KNOW 
THE SMELL OF LEATHER 
UPHOLSTERY IN A 
BRAND NEW B.MW..'... 





Canada: Report #2 

Merlin K. Malehorn L-279 

In Newsletter 64 (January - March 1989), 1 provided a rather long article, with 
illustrations, of one of the design families of "Canadian sales tax tokens." As summarized 
in that article, Jerry Bates had originally reported several families of tax receipts from 
different provinces as being sales tax tokens. 

The basic problem is that we have never arrived at a firm decision from the ATTS 
standpoint, as far as I can tell, as to whether these tokens (they are really "tickets" 
rather similar to the Ohio sales tax receipts) are sales tax pieces that ought to be con¬ 
sidered part of the main body of our collections and catalog. If some of the receipts 
were being used incident to the collection of a genera! sales tax, probably we should 
be paying more attention to them. On the other hand, if they were being imposed on 
specific commodities or services, such as on tobacco products, or meals, or admissions, 
then we probably would not want to consider them as true sales tax items even if they 
did call themselves "sales tax" receipts. After all, we have a lot of revenue stamps 
that were imposed on tobacco, bedding, wine, etc., etc.; fortunately, most of them 
mention the specific commodity or service rather than calling themselves sales tax 
stamps, even though they have been used incident to the sale of the commodity or service. 
Anyhow, the bottom line is that we have to sort out the general intent and use of each 
of these families of Canadian receipts before we can decide whether or not to catalog 
them as "sales tax tokens." 

The particular design family I had illustrated in Newsletter 64 is the largest family, 
as far as I know. As illustrated at the beginning of the article, the fundamental design 
was used in several provinces. However, the Province of Quebec seemed to be the most 
common area of use and had the most varieties. Therefore I wrote to ask for more 
information. 1 received in reply the letter reproduced on a following page. As you 
can see, it hasn't really cleared the air at all about this particular design family as used 
in the Province. 

I wrote to the Province of Prince Edward Island about a series of receipts that 
seems to have been used only in that Province. Illustrations are provided below. There 
are several varieties, mostly with regard to color and perforations between the receipts 
in the panes. (The receipts came in panes of four in a booklet of 25.) As you can see 
from the illustrations, the receipts mention a "Health Tax Act," but that doesn t mean 
the receipts weren't used on general sales, since it may be the general sales tax was 
imposed in order to gather revenue to provide health services in the Province—or some¬ 
thing like that. I received in response to my inquiry the letter reproduced on a later 
page. As you can-read for yourself, the Health Tax is a tax on tobacco products, and 
the stamps were affixed to each package of cigarettes at the time of sale to verify 
payment of the tax. It seems to me that, on this basis, we are able to conclude that 
these particular receipts are revenue stamps but not "sales tax tokens," so we do not 
need to be further concerned about whether they should be cataloged. 
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ADM-4 
88-09 

Sainte-Foy, September 11, 1989 


American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, VA 
22003 

U.S.A. 

Attention of Mr. Merlin K Malehorn, Atts Editor 
Registration number : 100-100 

Dear Mr. Malehorn: 

We are writhing futher to your letter of May 22, 1989 concerning some tax 
stamps in which your organization is interest. 

First of all, we inform you that the City of Montreal imposed a Retail 
Sales Tax on May 1 st , 1935. 

The City of Quebec imposed a Retail Sales Tax on July 1 st 1940. 

With very few exceptions all Municipal an School Retail Sales Taxes are 
acimistered and collected by the Province of Quebec. 

At the time, the use of those stamps was probably a merchant initiative 
to collect the sale tax on his territory because there is no legislation 
on the law in regard of use of those stamps. 

We regret not being able to give you more information regarding some taxe 
stamps. 


I I Rouyn: 75. rue Mgr Tessier Ouest J9X 2S5 
I I Sept-ilcs: 456 rue Arnaud G4R 3B1 
I I Sherbrooke: 112. rue Wellington Sud J1H 5C7 
I I Sorel: 101. rue du Roi J3P 4N1 

I I Toronto: 20 Queen Slreel West Suite 1004. PO Box 13 M5H 3S3 
I I Trois-Rivieres: 100 rue taviolette G9A 5S9 


Yours truly, 



Service du renseigneraent fiscal 
Til. (418) 659-6687 
1-800-463-2397 

Sainte-Foy: 3800 r ue Marly G1X 4A5 

Quebec 265A, rue de la Couronne Rez-de-chaussee G1K 6E1 

Montreal: 3 Complexe Desjardins C P 3000 Succursaie Desjardins H5B 1A4 

Hull: 17 rue Launer J8X 4C1 

Jonquiere: 3950 bouteva'd Harvey G7X 8L6 

Rimouski: 337 lue Moreauit Certire administrati! G5L 1P4 
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r Gouvernement du Quebec 

Lr Ministere du Revenu 
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DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

Shaw Building, Rochford Street 
P.O. Box 1330, Charlottetown 
Prince Edward Island 
CIA 7N1 


Revenue Division 


October 10, 1989 


American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, VA 

U.S.A. 

22003 

Attention: Merlin K. Malehorn 

Dear Mr. Malehorn: 

In reply to your letter of September 28, 1989, this is to 
advise that the stamps you refer to were issued under the Prince 
Edward Island Health Tax Act. 

Health Tax is a tax on tobacco products and the proceeds 
go to general revenue. 

The Health Tax Act came into effect in 1951 and was 
revised in 1974. 

The stamps were affixed to each package of cigarettes by 
the vendor at the time of sale to prove to the consumer that 
tax was paid. 

These stamps have not been used since 1974 and are no longer 
in existence. 

If y ou have any further questions regarding this matter please 
contace me at 368-4070. 


Yours very truly, 




' 7 

■' S Garey Foley 

Tax Administration Supervisor 


GF/smn 



I also wrote to the Province of New Brunswick about two series issued in that 
Province. Illustrations are provided below. In this case, the receipts state specifically 
"The Tobacco Tax Act," so one might reasonably infer something about their usage. 
I received in response a short letter with two enclosures. One was a chronological history 
of The Tobacco Tax Act from 1940 through June 1986. The other was a copy of the 
Tobacco Tax Act updated to 1969. After reviewing these documents, I can report that 
these receipts pertained to the purchase of tobacco in any form (specifically including 
snuff!), in any kind of package, tin, box, or other container, sold to a customer at retail 
for consumption. It seems that, on this basis, we can conclude that we do not need 
to be further concerned about these receipts as sales tax tokens, although they are 
certainly revenue stamps. __ 



THIS IS YOUR RECEIPT 

1 , • . To Fight 
f '* Tuberculosis 
Tax- in 

Paid “New Brunswick 


Tb* Tobiooo Tax Act j* 


1 

i 


There was another receipt used in New Brunswick, and possibly there were others 
like it of which we are not aware. It is illustrated below, it is very similar to some 
of those used in several other provinces. Take a look at the article I mentioned about 
Quebec, for instance. Further, like several others, it has printed on it the name of 
what appears to be a chain store, Stedman Bros. So, I wrote to New Brunswick again 
to see what the Tax Administration Branch might know about that. The letter I received 
in response is reprinted on a following page. Note the comment attributed to a local 
source about how the tickets were used—to keep track of how much sales tax was owed 
to the government, rather than as something the customer carried around as were our 
tokens, or received in recognition that tax was paid as in Ohio. 



SOCIAL SERVICE AND 
, EDUCATIONAL TAX 

ruovnscx OF 
KIW BRUNSWICK 


I wrote to the Province of British Columbia about the following series. 








In response, I received from the Provincial Government the 2 \ page response 
I've reproduced on following pages. Accompanying the letter were two lengthy copies 
of the pertinent law and regulations—about TOO pages, counting ai! updates. It appears 
from my first reading that this is closer to a "sales tax" as we would use the term than 
has been the case for some of the other receipts we've looked at so far. The tax rate 
is currently 696 and it is imposed on the purchaser of tangible personal property. In 
that sense, it is a general sales tax, although there is a rather lengthy list of exemptions. 
Some of them are food, medicines, fuel, boats and fishing apparatus, utilities, books, 
magazines, periodicals, and newspapers. There are others, and some of the categories 
I've listed are broken down into several more specific line items. Nonetheless, at the 
moment this series may be worth a second look as to whether it should be cataloged. 
Also, this series is the same basic design as was used in several other provinces, so there 
is some possibility that there were equivalent Tax Acts in other provinces and that 
in some of them these tickets were used. The series from Quebec discussed in Newsletter 
64 and at the beginning of this article is a case in point, and will have to be investigated 
further in some way. Perhaps I'll have to write them and ask for a copy of the tax law 
and regulations, English version. 

Well, that's where we are at the moment. It appears we have eliminated a couple 
sets but are still searching for information about several others. This will be a continuing 
story for some time, probably. 


Happy Holidays to All, 

and 

a Blessed New Year -- 




Department of 
Finance 


Ministere 
des Finance.s 


Tax Administration Administration 

Branch de 1'impdt 


P.0. Box 3000 C.P. 30(H) 



Fredericton. NB 
E3B •’)(;.') 


November 6, 1989 


American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, Virginia 
22003 


Attention: Merlin K. Malehorn 


Dear Sir, 


Thank you for your letter, dated Oct 31, 1989, concerning the sales 
tax ticket originating from Stedman Bros. Ltd. 

I contacted Mr. Stan Bransfield, of Petitcodiac, N.B. who ownes the 
Stedman's Store in that village. He told me that he vaguely remembers 
these tickets being used by the staff some thirty years ago. To his 
knowledge, the ticket number was recorded at the beginning of the day and 
tickets were removed from the role as taxable sales were made. The ticket 
number at the end of the day would be used to indicate how much tax to 
remit to the government. He assumed that this was done prior to the 
introduction of the sofisticated cash-registers. 

I hope that this information can be of some help. Should you want to 
contact Mr. Bransfield yourself, although I think he told me all he knew, 
his address is Stedman's Ltd., Petitcodiac, N.B. EOA 2H0. 


Yours truly, 



Maurice Richard 
Assistant Manager 

Fuel, Tobacco & Amusement Tax Div. 






Province of 
British Columbia 

Telephone No. 
387-0666 


Ministry of 
Finance and 
Corporate Relations 

SOCIAL SERVICE TAX 


Commissioner 
Social Service Tax 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria 

British Columbia 
V8V 2M1 



OUR FILE No. . 
YOUR FILE No. 
ACCOUNT No. 


November 10, 1989 


Mr. Merlin K. Malehorn 
Atts Editor 

American Tax Token Society 
6837 Murray Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 
U.S.A. 


Dear Mr. Malehorn: 

I am writing in response to your letter of October 27, 1989, 
in which have requested information on the use of tax 
tickets in the Province of British Columbia. 

The Social Security and Municipal Aid Tax Act was brought 
into effect in British Columbia effective July 1, 1948, to 
provide additional revenue for the usual government 
expenditures, (highways, health care. etc.). It can be 
categorized as a retail sales tax which taxed sales of 
tangible personal property made in the province, with the 
exception of certain exemptions set out in the Act and 
Regulations. The Act essentially was very similar to retail 
sales/use tax legislation which is in place today in nine 
provinces of Canada and many states of the United States. 

The tax rate at the time was 3% of the purchase price and 
was estimated to bring in $12 million in revenue in its 
first year of operation. I am enclosing for your 
information a copy of the original legislation, which 
included the Act and Regulations, as well as a copy of the 
current legislation which imposes tax on sales of tangible 
personal property in this province, the Social Service Tax 
Act. The tax rate under the current retail sales tax act in 
this province is now 6% and the estimated revenue for the 
fiscal year ended March 31, 1990, will be $1,867,000,000. 
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You will readily recognize, that there are no persons 
currently employed with us today who were employed by this 
branch in 1948, when the initial legislation was introduced. 
It is therefore difficult to be precise about the use of the 
tax tickets about which you are enquiring. I have, however, 
discussed your request for information with a retired 
employee who was with the branch in the early days and 
tested his recollection on how these tickets were used. 

I am advised that in 1948, most small retail businesses 
(i.e. corner grocery stores, drug stores, five/ten/fifteen 
cents stores), generally did not have cash registers capable 
of totalling the taxable items to arrive at a sub-total on 
which to apply the tax rate of 3%, when dealing with a 
customer's sale. Another variation of the same problem was 
that because of the nature of these cash registers, it was 
not possible to produce a sub total at the end of the day 
representing the total amount of taxes collected on that 
day's sales. 

Accordingly, many vendors used fairly primitive methods to 
accumulate the tax such as simply putting an equivalent 
amount of pennies into a jar or some similar container next 
to their cash register as taxable sales were made. The tax 
tickets were offered to these vendors by the government as a 
method of assisting them in collecting tax on each 
customer's sale and for accumulating the daily total of 
taxes which they had collected and thus owed to the 
government. It is my understanding that the tickets were 
printed only in denominations of 1$, 3$ and 5<t, as you have 
provided. The vendor would tear off an equivalent amount of 
tickets after he made a sale. By recording the initial 
ticket's serial number at the beginning of the business day 
and the number on the next ticket at the end of the business 
day he could readily determine the amount of taxes collected 
for that day. 

It is our impression that this ticket system was only 
offered for possibly three to four years at the beginning of 
the implementation of the tax. It was not widely used in 
the province but specifically was used by smaller retailers 
where the nature of the business was to make many small 
retail sales. 

It is our understanding that the tickets were offered to the 
vendors at no charge by the government and that any specific 
tickets with individual company names on them were probably 
printed on the instruction of the stores themselves rather 
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than being provided by the province. Referring to the 
examples which you have attached, we therefore believe the 
Stedmon Bros. Ltd. tax tickets were printed at their expense 
as a method of controlling the accumulation of the tax 
amounts in their stores. 

The tickets were produced in coils as you have suggested, 
and to our knowledge were issued to stores at their request 
and at no charge. I regret that I am not able to determine 
which stores had arranged for their own printings, who 
printed them, or the quantities of these tickets which were 
issued during these early years. 

I trust this information will be of assistance to you. In 
the event that you do write an article on the use of such 
tickets, tokens, etc. in the early tax collection field, I 
would appreciate receiving a copy of it if you have time to 
send us a copy. 

Thank you for your letter and for your interest in this 
matter. 

Yours truly. 



Enclosure 

EJT:blg 


News Flash! 

1990 Dues Due 


Copper? Brass? 
Second Session! 

Max Studiey R-276 

Picking up on Merlin Malehorn's recent article headed "Copper? Brass?" I was 
prompted to do a bit of investigative research. The subject matter, as it pertained 
to the tokens, was interesting and also provocative. I am not a metallurgist and have 
only a very basic academic knowledge of metals, alloying techniques, formulae, etc. 
Therefore, this article should be taken within the context of that fact rather than being 
treated as a high-tech paper. 

It is common knowledge that all metallic tax tokens were die-cut 
into planchets from rolled sheets of metal and subsequently fed through 
high speed hydraulic presses, employing dies and hubs, but what about 
the metal itself? 


Perhaps the easiest non-destructive method to identify metals 
and alloys is by means of testing for the specific gravity (sp. gr.). Simply-stated and 
for our purposes here, specific gravity is merely a standard used to determine the ratio 
between the weight of a given tax token to that of an equal volume of water or, to 
put it another way, ratio of the token's density to the density of the water, the latter 
being taken as unity. The data are obtained by dividing the weight of the token in air 
by the loss of weight when the same token is immersed in water. The mathematical 
equation is: (weight in air) divided by (weight in air minus weight in water), and is usually 
calculated in grams or grains. Keep in mind, sp. gr. is a ratio only and not a measure 
of weight. The accuracy of the reading will depend upon the accuracy of the scale 
or balance and the care with which the exact readings are taken. For our tests we used 
an Ohaus Cent-O-Gram balance having a 311 gram capacity. All poises were zeroed 
and the beam exactly compensated. A standard sp. gr. kit was used in conjunction with 
the balance. Readings were as close as possible under non-lab conditions and should 
prove probable. Tokens tested were pulled from my collection at random and, for the 
most part, were clean, uncirculated specimens. 

I was only able to make a small sample testing and although the posted results 
are reasonably accurate, a much broader picture could be garnered through mass testing 
of larger quantities of like-tokens. (See the chart and conclusions that follow.) 

BRASS, more often than not, is made up of two parts of copper 
and one part of zinc. There are, however, many other formulas and 
seemingly no set-standard for the alloying of this metal which may 
be cold-worked and is a popular choice for coinage. 

BRONZE, normally a combination of copper and tin but sometimes 
added: zinc, lead, silver, aluminum, nickel—the combinations being infinite, thus a 
real hodge-podge. Tin may be left out entirely but never copper. Bronze may be alloyed 
in a manner making it suitable for coining but it is primarily used in casting. 

ZINC is not used by itself as a solid metal. Therefore, tax tokens described as 
"zinc" are never pure in composition. The so-called zinc cent produced by the U.S. 
Mint during one of the war years (1943) was actually steel with a thin zinc-coating to 
prevent rusting. This is called "galvanizing" and is usually done by hot-dipping. 






TIN is a heavy metal that melts at a low temperature (232 degrees C) and is sur¬ 
prisingly able to resist corrosion and wear. It is also relatively expensive. Like zinc, 
it is never used as a metal in solid form for coin or token production. 

ALUMINUM, the most abundant metal in the crust of the earth, is obtained from 
only one earth material, a rock called bauxite. Its extraction is complex. Aluminum 
is an inexpensive and very desirable metal for token production. Recycling information: 
it will take about 27 beer or soda cans to make a pound. In terms of tokens, one of 
these cans would provide just enough aluminum to produce 19 Arizona 1 mill aluminum 
tax tokens. 

NICKEL. A hard metal, frequently used in making steel. Nickel-plating was used 
before chromium-plating, to give hardness and luster and prevent rusting. Canada has 
the world's largest output. Because of the hardness characteristic of nickel, it is seldom 
used in its pure form for coinage. However, on the 200th anniversary of the first sep¬ 
arating cf nickel, a commemorative 5-cent piece comprised of pure nickel was produced 
by the Canadian mint at Ottawa in 1951. The mintage was 9 million pieces. The coin 
was a 1-year issue and depicted a smelter along with the work "nickel" and commem¬ 
orative dates, 1751 - 1951, on the reverse side. By contrast, our own U.S. 5-cent "nickel" 
contains 75% copper and only 25% nickel. Therefore it would be more proper to refer 
to it as "copper" rather than "nickel." 

NICKEL-SILVER. An alloy of copper, nickel and zinc. German Silver is an alloy 
of the same metals in different amounts. These metals are not definitive by their name, 
the same being true for bronze. 

WHITE METAL. Is just that—"white in color." Loosely, you might say that any 
alloyed metal, devoid of copper, is "white metal." 

As a possible point of interest, it might be mentioned that during 
the war years of 1942 through 1945, our U.S. 5-cent piece (nickel) 
contained no nickel but was composed of 56% copper, 35% silver and 
9% manganese. All of our other 5-cent pieces from 1866 to date are 
75% copper and 25% nickel. The 1942 1945 issue could have been 
called a silver 5-cent piece with a fineness of .350. 

Due to attrition of tax tokens through handling and circulation, the hardness of 
the metal was a consideration. Cost factor was another. A very hard metal would 
wear well but would have a fast wear effect upon the die. Conversely, a very soft metal 
would prolong the life of the die but shorten the life of the token. Aluminum is a 
medium-soft metal and relatively inexpensive, consequently a major portion of our 
tax tokens are of this metal. Strength is not the same as hardness and plays little part 
here. 



In determining hardness, the Brinnel hardness test is frequently used. A steel 
ball is pressed into the metal for thirty seconds under a known weight, 1,100 pounds 
for soft metals such as aluminum and copper. The width of the tiny pit that is pushed 
into the surface of the metal tested is measured with a microscope. The narrower the 
width of the pit mark, the harder the metal. The Rockwell method for hardness testing 
measures the depth of the pit instead of the width and can be read directly from the 
testing machine. There are also other methods. 



Merlin, in his article on copper and/or brass, conjectures that it is unlikely the 
Arizona tokens are pure copper as this metal without alloying is very soft and would 
not wear well. This, however, does not seem to be borne out in practice. Ail five types 
of U.S. half cents as well as the seven different types of cents produced by the U.S. 
mint over a period of 61 years, have been pure unalloyed copper. Not until 1856 was 
our cent (penny) changed from 10096 copper to a composition of 8896 copper and 1296 
nickel. Fiat money being in vogue today, our lowly penny, since 1983, has a total content 
of 97.696 zinc and only 2.496 copper. (Projecting this regression to the year 2000, we 
could be using recycled tax tokens as the fabric for our coinage.) The fast price rise 
of copper during the early 80s resulted in considerable hoarding of copper cents (8896 
pure) as the intrinsic value was approaching the face value and might exceed parity. 
At this writing (late October 1989) the Wall Street Journal quotes the spot price of 
copper at $1.36 per pound, therefore the likelihood of hoarding pennies containing 2.496 
copper is absolutely "zilch." 



Archimedes (250 B.C.) was probably the first to calculate the difference in density 
of one substance compared to another. The emperor wanted to know if his crown, which 
was supposed to be pure gold, did not in fact contain some silver. One day (or possibly, 
Saturday night) when Archimedes stepped into his bath and caused the water to overflow, 
he perceived that, by using this same method, the excess of bulk caused by the intro¬ 
duction of a lighter alloying metal could be measured by putting the crown and equal 
weights of gold and silver into separate bowls of water and measuring the overflow 
from each bowl. What Archimedes discovered was a way to calculate the ratio between 
weight and bulk of an article, now referred to as density or specific gravity. 

CONCLUSIONS: * 

All readings were within tolerable limits for the metal designated, it may be 
concluded that the copper in some copper tokens is pure while in others the rolled sheets 
may have contained a small amount of alloying metal. The same would apply for the 
aluminum tokens. 

The variance in weight and specific gravity among like-tokens is also apparent, 
indicating that the metal used was not held to exacting tolerances of composition and/or 
weight and there was no reason that it should have been deemed necessary. 

Small pieces of metal the size of tax tokens are very difficult to test with extreme 
accuracy. While weighing the Wyoming, IL provisional piece in water, I noted tiny air 
bubbles adhering to the metal and obtained a sp. gr. reading of 9.19. Upon dispersing 
the air bubbles the reading changed to 8.04. 
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SALES TAX TOKENS - RANDOM TRIAL 
SPECIFIC GRAVITY DATA - (Approximations) 


Chits 

State 

Metal 

Denom. 

Weight 

Weight 

Specific 

No. 



(mills) 

in air 

in water 

Gravity 





(qrams) 

(qrams) 


1 

Alabama 

alum. 

1 

0.89 

0.57 

2.78 

2 

II 

brass 

5 

1.60 

1.44 

8.42 

4 

II 

alum. 

1 

0.93 

0.56 

2.51 

6 

ft 

brass 

5 

1.34 

1.17 

7.88 

9 

11 

zinc 

1 

2.55 

2.19 

7.08 

1 

Arizona 

copper 

1 

1.65 

1.45 

8.25 

11 

II 

II 

ii 

1.62 

1.44 

9.00 

II 

II 

II 

ii 

1.65 

1.46 

8.68 



#1 average specific gravity: 

8.63 


2 

II 

copper 

1 

1.67 

1.47 

8.35 

II 

II 

it 

II 

1.58 

1.40 

8.78 

II 

II 

ii 

II 

1.66 

1.47 

8.74 



#2 average specific gravity: 

8.62 


3 A 

II 

copper 

5 

3.26 

2.89 

8.81 

3B 

II 

ii 

II 

3.13 

2.77 

8.69 

4 

II 

alum. 

1 

0.49 

0.30 

2.58 

tl 

II 

11 

II 

0.49 

0.31 

2.72 



#4 average specific gravity: 

2.65 


5 

II 

alum. 

1 

0.45 

0.29 

2.81 

6 

II 

zinc 

1 

1.16 

0.99 

6.82 

7 

II 

II 

II 

1.26 

1.08 

7.00 

9 

II 

brass 

1 

1.75 

1.55 

8.75 

10 A 

II 

II 

5 

3.53 

3.11 

8.40 

n 

II 

It 

II 

3.46 

3.06 

8.65 



#10A average specific gravity: 8.52 


10B 

II 

brass 

5 

3.59 

3.13 

7.80 

7B 

Colorado 

alum. 

1/5 4 

1.10 

0.70 

2.50 

2 A 

Illinois 

alum. 

13* 4 

0.49 

0.31 

2.72 

3B 

ii 

II 

II 

0.50 

0.32 

2.78 

5B 


II 

II 

0.59 

0.37 

2.68 

10 

Areola 

brass 

% 4 

1.87 

1.65 

8.50 

25 

Gillespie 

ii 

II 

2.44 

2.15 

8.41 

96 

Wyoming 

ii 

II 

1.93 

1.69 

8.04 



see 

'conclusions" 




22 

Missouri 

zinc 

1 

2.70 

2.32 

7.11 

23 

II 

11 

II 

2.65 

2.27 

6.97 

4 

New Mexico 

copper 

5 

1.56 

1.36 

7.80 


Specific Gravities : 
Lead 


11.30 

8.95 


Brass 

Tin 

Zinc 

Aluminum 

Water 


8.60 (variable) 
7.30 
7.14 
2.70 

1.00 (unity) 


Copper 

Bronze (copper/tin) 
Nickel 


8.85 (variable) 

8.86 




Organizational Report 

AMERICAN TAX TOKEN SOCIETY 
Secretary and Treasurer's Report 

Third Quarter 1989 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Checking 

Previous Balance. $1087.24 

Credit: Interest (Seafirst, WA). $5.01 

Closing Balance at Seafirst .. $1092.24 

Savings 

Previous Balance . $1870.52 

Credit: Interest (Seafirst, WA). $9.99 

Closing Balance at Seafirst. $1880.51 

After the fiasco of the criminals trying to loot the ATTS account mentioned 
in the last newsletter, certified checks for the full amount due to us were received. 
A new interest-bearing "Super-NOW" account was established in Corvallis, OR for ATTS. 

Checking and Savings 

Initial Balance. $2972.76 

Credits: Dues Payments Received. 35.00 

Interest. 3.30 

Debits: Newsletter Costs, #66 and Supp. 236.60 

New Balance. $2774.46 

SECRETARIAL REPORT 

Changes of Address 

R-394 Lois Campbell, 10841 Lawndale Drive, Parma Heights, OH 44130. 

R-276 Max Studley, c/o General Delivery, Mazatlan, Sinaloa, Mexico 

Deaths 

Word has been received of the death of Carl Wagner, R-124, Denver, Colorado. Carl 
was not a founding member, but joined ATTS in its first year and had been a member 
continuously since, occasionally corresponding with the Editor on matters of interest. 
He will be missed. 














